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SIR ANDREW WYLIE- 



CHAPTER I. 



OUTSIP£ TBATEIiUKG. 



IVeae the great gate that led to Chastington- 
hall stood a small iniblic-hoose— the Saiidyfoid 
Anns ; it was about a quarter of a mUe from the 
village, and had been established cHefly for the 
accoautnodation of the servants of visitors, and 
of the labourers employed in the grounds. At 
this house the London coadbes were lb the prac- 
tice of stoj^nng to deliver letters or parcels, as 
the case hiqqpened to be ; but in the opinion of the 
passengers, to enaUe the drivers to r^ale them* 
selves in the mormng with a glass of nun and 
milk, and in ^he evening with a drav^ht of ale. 

VOL. II. A 



2 CHAPTER I. 

Here our hero, in due time, after passing the 
Countess, was set down from the top of a coach 
which left London the preceding day, but so co- 
vered wid* duslh that a feHowtpassenger' of the 
sister isle declared that if^he was a potato he 
might grow without any other planting. 

Andrew, on aKgSfing, prdcured materials for 
washing, and changed his dress ; and as Mrs 
Tapper, the landlady, W^ ilii ^eeable talkative 
matron, he bespoke a bed, conditionally however. 
" I would likevcMft weel-, mistress, to bide wi^ you,^' 
said he ; " and maybe I may do sae, so ye^ll hae 
the consider^tetteSs to fcdep a bierd, at least till 1 
come back frwiiTh^ fltaill ; but if I shbtfldn^ hap- 
pen to dome fcalsk Before t^efve o^dock at night, of 
sae, ye Aeednii expec me."* 

- The truth wrfs, dbat he cbtmtfed on being iiivf- 

, . . . 

t^d toi tafte up Irig abodd at the Hall ; but iti case 
of fisappc^tnreht, took thi& fttdthod of having 
another string to his bo"i^. 

When lie had dquip^ed himi^etf in the wonted 
style in #Mch lie n^kh in ihe ftfadticfe ck? visiting 
at Satodyfoi'd-htmsd iii London, he procWdfed up 
the grand itvefaue t6 tli^ jjottal o^ the lliaiigfdh. 
But as he approached £[earer and nearei^, and the 
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ipflcious Afid richly adomdcLfrMt, itidi tbe nw&e* 
fous^ded «p£red/pi]iMdei9^ imd dolftes dilated 
te his view, ia» irmted cosBdenoe heg^a to fail, 
aitd be expeiieiiGed a feelk^ ef d^Bdence that had 
never to im^cjtial de^iree affected him hefore. He 
irond^red what could bcf the matter wHh himself, 

• 

eMffldeiiBg h^w intimately aeqaauited he was irith 
the £ttd. I& a voird^ he felt as abashed and out 
df isoflB, ae a. yc'img nobknftiaii does m goitig to ' 
court ^1^ the fest tbae^ althoagh assured of a gra- 
dous reception, both from his personal knowledge 

fA attendants. 

When he reached theportd, iht gate was open, 
alld Uie porter was slbsent, bo that h^entcsred in 
quest of a door to knock at, or a bell to ling; but 
before he had advanced many paees, die porter 
c«ne to Imn, (an <dd corptdent, and somewhat testy 
sa wdl an |i»nid perscmage) and gttstfy inqdred 
what be wanted. 

*\ I am come frae London,^ repSed Andrew, 

still -mider. the rqiressive inflsenee of the genius 

«f tBst BugtHficmt mansiion, ** on Imsiiiess -^r my 

Lwrd." i 

; Ftfter. Buioii^ the porter^ surveyed him &om 






■jm.' " 



4 CHAPTER I. 

head to Ibof , and didught there was not mudi et 
the arrogance of a gentlanan in his hAm gsib ; 
and his face faaiiileliq;^ ef« rustic exposure to 
the wealher-^he e&ct <)f his outside tsavdiing. 

*^ My LDrd is out, yonng man, a-ric&ig, and it 
will be some time before he retums^; you may 
therefore step intb the servants'^-hall and rest your* 
self. There is plenty of good ate f<»* all stnai^rs.'^ 

This was said in a more civil tone by Baton, in 
consequence of the humility of Andrew^s appear*- 
ance. 

Our hero, however, did not acc^t rf the hos- 
pitable recommendation, but relied, ^' I'm vera 
much oMiged to you ; but 111 ^t daiiner about 
in the policy till the Earl comes iiH as my con- 
cem-8 wi** himsel."^ 

At this crisis, however, his Lioarcldiip rOde into 
the Court, and instantly recognized him with all 
his usual joculmity^ which sent honest Peter Ba« 
ton to his post grumbling, wondering who the de- 
vil that que^ chap could be, and concluding in 
his own mind that he must be some apprentice to. 
cme of the Jew money4ender8, for whom the woods 
wera so rapidly thinning. 

The moment that Andrew was in the presence 
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(rf the master, \m htbitoil ease returned ; and in 
going into the Efarary with the Earl, gare his 
Loxdafaip such a description of his adventures in 
the journey from town, as eflfectually cleared, as 
the £in4 himself expressed it, the doekweed from 
his stagnant thoughts. . 

*^ If yomr Lordship,"^ said Andrew, " has never 
travelled on the tap o^ a coach by night, I would* 
na advke you to tryH ; for although I cannily 
pkuced^ myself between an Irishjhan and an auld 
wife, in the hope that the tahe would keep me 
awake by his clavers, and the other by her clatter, 
and'so save me frae oouping aff, a^ was naediing, 
evtaa wi' my own terrors fbeegzatas,' to baud me firae 
n6di£i^ as if my bead had been an ill sew't on 
button ; and the warst o^ a^ was, the deevil o^ an 
Irishman, though hewas si^tin^ m the very lip o^ 
the roof, he had nae marcy, but fell adeq> as 
sound as a tap, the mometit his tongue lay, and 
was every -UfOo' and then gettii^ up wi"* a great 
fiaugbt of his arms, like H goose. wT its wings 
jumping up a staxr, alamung us a* as if he was ii^ 
the act o^ tumUing domi aneath the wheels. And 
then the carlin, she grip^t wi^ me like grim death. 



6 CHAFTEE L 

at every Ji^gje liie eoadb ^ed; so that iE, fay bhy 
Hiiscliaiioe, fifaeliad'been shoc^^ed sff^ ^or would 
I lioeifaeen iheni It^s really, my Lord, an awfif 
tMng to tidayel fay night on the t$ip o^ a coach.^ 

" True, Wylie ; bat why did not ye take the 
inside P'' said the Earl. 

Andrew did not choose to confess the real sa- 
ving cause, considaring the liberal provision his 
Lordship had procured for him ; but, evsding the 
question, replied, ^^ It^s no every ane, my Lord^ 
that can thole the inside o*^ a ooadi, especiaDy the 
fbreseat that draws backward." 

^ Ay ; but what prevented you from taking 
the other ?^ cried his Lordship, who correctly 
guessed the tr«e reason «f the preference for th6 
outside. 

** Ye may weel say that, my Lord ; but I thought 
the outside would hae been vera pleasant ; and, 
mdeed, naething xxnild be mair sae, as we came 
trin^Bing along m the dewy eye o^ the morning, 
smeffing the caller ak frae the blithesome trees 
mi hedges, a* buskit in ^mr new deeding, like 
lads and lasses dressed for a bridal.'^ 

" Poetical, by bSL that's marvellous f* exdaim* 
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fd 0^ T^l ^( diis s^y ; " tji^re is.sp ^:^st- 
isg the incomprehensible treasury of thy acqoo^r 
pUsbii^ents. Sidney and C;Kichton jete ^s the 
miUicai cpmpared to A^*^ 

J^iidxeff assmofid an extrcp^ly well feigned 
seriousness, and replied, ^^ I ken your Lordship'*|; 
jddng yrsty ;. but whatever ;tnay happqi, I trust 
aii4 hop^ rjl ne^er be ony sic thing. Foeticals, 
l^y Lor^ fre like heftier flouiishe&— ^ pipfitles«f 
J^loom-Trlire^ ia the barr^en nusery o^ rocks an4 
9^rlan'^s.<— Na, m, my \^t^ I'm like tiie piper^s 
cew,giem« a pickle jpearStrae^ and sell your wind 
ff^ siller. T^t^s ^he precept I preach ; and I 
wadna, my Lord, alUx ^y journey^ be titf waur 
o' a t^t fodder jwt B90,^ 

Lord Sandyford was not altogether deceived 
1^ thif f^liiiasiqtl qi^ch ; but he ra^ the bell, 
W^ 9^P^ JOi ,8ome refreshijpient ^' My mo- 
\b^i" §aii, l^f^ '^ js with me at prfs^, and we 
igftUst wait <iileip^.f<^ her. By the w^y, ai; she); 
apiP ^rf Si^ jE^ 9$;]b>Ql, you f^iiBt be a little on 
ypur p a^^ q'g.'' 

" UBtos,"* 5fplk4 4^^w, ".^> ^f»tly out 
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o^ the comnKm^ I dare say m be able to pit up 
wi' her." 



^^ That I don^t doubt ; bfut perhaps she may 
not be disposed to put up with you» Ladies of 
a certain age, you know, will have their own 
way." 

** Ay, my Lord, leddies o** a^ ages woidd faiu 
hae their ain way, an we would let them, flows- 
ever, I dare say the auld Countess is nae sic a 
camstrarie commoditie as maybe ye think. If I 
ance get her to laugh wi"" me. 111 maybe gar her 
do mair-*-fi)r the young Leddy, that was aye as 
mim as a May puddock to a'* the lave o^ mankind, 
made me, ye ken, just a pet.^ 

The EarPs coimtentmce changed ; and lising 
from the sofa, into which he had carelessly 
thrown himself, walked several times in silence 
across the room. Our hero observed his emotion, 
and sensible of having gone too far to retreat, 
added, " Gratitude, my Lord, has tied up my 
fortune wi' your favour, and you maun allow me 
to speak o^ her Leddyship as I feel. She^s a wo. 
man o' a powerfo* capadty, but needs cookiagv** 
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His Loidsfaip stcqpfed^ and, knitting his brows, 
looked sternly on Andrew. 

^^ I^ no gTen to gambling, my Lord ; but I 
wmM^'^ cried our hero, ^^ wager a boddle to a baw- 
bee, tbaty iflthoni^ your LordsfaipV aye in the 
right, my T Mf^wa ftr wrang.^ 

TMm apailfaifinrk austerity completely, and 
tmmngmlam4m&9 he laughingly said, ^ Then 
y«a tinft wd^ Wyli^ somewhat of a pertinacious 
efaa ractCT ■ *i >o o strict with my wife."^ 

^* Just so, my JLord«*-I think ye were overly 
strict in taking your wi wi|y, without reflecting 
how it might alfec her. Nae doubt your Lord> 
ship was in the riglit*— ye were privileged to do 
so. But wlmt I woidd uphold on fodhalf (^ the 
idbsent L^ddy, poor woman, is, that she was nae 
&r wrang, smce ye did sae, to tak a^ wcfe jookie 
hear atn ffik too.. My Lord, you and her maun 
gree.'' 

'< ImposaiUe, impossible, Wylie l"^- exclaimed 
the Early not ^Uq^eased at the advocacy which 
our bevo ^emtd d^posed^ ta plead in behalf of 
the Countessv jSi^ he then explained to him 
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tbe mystery of ^ chiid, ftnd tlmt Im^Ag^ci in 
sending for him was thai he nu^t amti.in aseor- 
taining Ae &c^ and disesimfliiiitQefia ibidre:w iis- 
teaed wilh no ineoiisider^Ue . .dagrce a£ $mm»- 
msat He^howerer^iaUmrednQieemadctQiesc^; 
but thought thtft-iheie might be aanamantake in 
ifae statffisdent, nr jfiotte «rror. in the emKpdoa. 

Whta. hie Loirdafa^ joonehjAed^-f^^br Jie apdke 
mthagitattoui) and'vnbdiiiiiiGh^^ finliDgif*^ 

our hero said, wkh ^mtafioclMi laiMintj^ ^^Jhfy 
best seryiisesoare at the^soamibiideof fonrXord- 
dnp. It is my dutjr to serre yogmiitis ngriiv- 
t^sesl^ jny Lard?-«-aiid that is ibe .pianiast ^ay I 
cm tak to assure your Lovdi^, ^tl^ do die 
pavt pf an hdnast man, and la tnl^ MttonI;. .But» 
my Lo]^ m neither hae coUeagpu^ nor pgirtieBer. 
Your Lords^p's l4eddy^itu)4heir> fud the Di^or, 
who hove g<Mie to the iims, may.h^ok p ba^eLteie^ 
bird in the air, or a yerd taed on the brae, loid 
tbink they hae catched a fishy and, tbcy^jm^ l^atch 
a right fish too. Ye'U let.mejtJH^v^lf^^ i»y.JL!Osd, 
c«st my ain tackle riu the vatert S9;^ag nmAmg 
to th^n till we ^ximpare the upsbot.^ 

Before the Earl could rfs^y, the carriage, with 



itili^ SocUn /wd a^ DoF^g^) "^^^ lievd m the 
caiiit ; sxiA ki &tli iiMJre tluui a mi mit e after* bar 
'Ladvttfaiiii lft <^ B*M f cm 'Jus am* imitiitrrt And de- 
pressed) entered tll^£llClp|J^« 

.4i|il!^ir iieM^^ ^^ A^ Im^ 
imtidiptteds eidier ^a bindcie-bNi) «r i^ yevd tetd, 
and fanpuji^ il home €qr #|ush ; lipit he «$id ac^ 
jthiqg. Tjbe Sbvug^v <^ o1»9enri]^ « ^tnogar in 
4be t^^oni, jiMM#»a|^ ];«tire4> Mowed ky ^be 
ISmtL 7^0 OMiiieiU :die]r Fete gope, ap4 •die dboor 
0hiit, oqif 1iel# ii^^ up to ^e fij;t{e fiprini phyw*- 
eidn, and in^tfiit {irefiu)e> afeid ^ (H)ce to him» 
f ^ Nop, iir» fli^bal; Ii»e ye got by ^ gowk> «^ 
rand?'' 

I)r TtfiloSi aHf^ifi^ Ml^bi^ wd bendii^ "for- 
waMl, looked ^ if he .examkKid some rqitile of 
which he was afie»id- fie :tlii(eQ treaumed his wont- 
ed 0rect and precise iur, sayii^, " Mfty } prfi»|ime 
to ^ whom I have ^ honour .to address, «nd 
to whai; you nUijMte P"" 

< Andrew, ^^MMie ^ui^ insight of dbaaracter was 
iiisliiieli?e^ saw th^ setf-«|Beiency ^ the Doctor 
and determined to take tlfe upper hand of hinii 
repfied, " Y^>e speddag to Andrew Wylje, sir, 
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12 cuAnrEft t. 

— -I dimiA duttk there's uiokk^eMor iii%<^fiiid 
Vliat I was asking aiieii^ is the affair ijim^Uad 
and my Leddy, that ye hae heea tihradiing the 
vater, and raising bcjQs about^ 

^^ I do not understand yen, sir,^ said the Doc- 
tor, somewhat ccnfonnded ^^ But if jcm^ mean 
irhat has been the residt. of my joun^ will the 
Counless^Bewager to Castk Eoohshovii;^,^ Xre- 
gret to say, that^k has^fa^ attelidedmiltmost 
unhappy tSbds. Her Ladyd^ aad^I iuqppened 
to stiofl into die* gaitien,- where we dieeo^eaftd 
Ae unfovtimateloidy Augusta ^pangfey-*^ ste 
ean no longer now be eall^ the SounleBs of San- 
dyford— .'* 

<^ Hoot, toot, toot, Doetor ;^ no sae fittt, no sae 
ftst,"" interrupted Andrew* >' What «ttd ye see ?"" 
• ^^ We saw her and life fenexs in a most un- 
feasant situation.? 

^ Noo, Sr ^I^efoii,'? replied Andrew, '« bot 
that I ken yeVe mista%n, I'ooidd wager, as sure 
as ony thing, that there^s a W0e spisene^of l?ltno 
say what in this.'^-'-O Boctov^ it woidd hao beei» 
mair to the purpose, had ye been khming drog& 
wkh th^ pisdo and mortar m. your ain shop, dis)> 
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.gjflanting fine Dan ta-Beandieb» widi im aidd 
'pric|aBalome Dowager, to pick hdea m the coats 
o^ your neigliboiiisB.'^ 

^* Sir, your language aod iiiiinaalaons are in- 
mtliBg,^ cniod dw Dactory reddrainyiato valour* 
. '< Dr Tieftil, ini tdi you aoBie^ 
■layfcefio liB m pkaaadtb leann. I^ no a game- 
eodu Tht^deadlieM; weapon that I ever handle' is 
» dootor'a hfltde ; flothat'y)oiirwiiaffingaDdbo«i&- 
iaBg?«Be< Ba&k ilL^rai^t on flH^^ . Kee)^ your tern- 
ftBt, Dotifeo»$ keep your tenqper, or y^e may loee 
your appetite fiarayrlieidV dinner.- Howvemr, 
I lbrg»e<yoii lor this Ut^ apnnk of your htvmf, 
and I doobtnot butwe dtaU Vy a^^ulliy^heoofotky 
ftiena, tfaoiq^ we will.dife.en tf»pini oti» ' "d iat'8 
eeortain* rlHltwUm allow that i^qrtiea ha8na^an 
ahominable taste « and iome belter evidenoe than 
your eeven eensee^ my num, inaun he^feetheajshig, 
before I^uedk ilm^ptmrf loVthe two ^kmIb .that 
you and 4fae^ poor feddesa n«4d Leddy aaw nt 
Castle BMbaborouiih.'' 

^* Gtoeto r cried the Pooler, utterly amaaed 
at the adf'possession of bis companion. 
^ ^ Aysi ^oita^ Dodori^^ and Tm thinking thegp 
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hue bem twa a* your am padepts, they hae gi-en 
you 8ie a dreadfii' fear. What did they e&y to you, 

and what said ye to them ?^ ' 

* 

^^ Sir, you very mudh astonifih mft^-exoeedihg- 
ly. I know not that I ever met witb any thing 
Cke this. Sir, the Countess-IKyFager knew Lady 
Sandy&td at the first sight, and I could be in no 
mistake with respect to Mr Fieners, whom I have 
known &om hia childhood.^ 

'' A' diat may be true, Dr Trefoil. I'U no 
diqpute that the CountesarDowager was able to 
ken her guderdochter, and that ye can decyjAer 
the difference between Mr Ferrers and a bramble- 
bush. But, Doctor, what did ye see ?-»-that^s the 
point*-« genttenum and a leddy in a garden pick* 
ing Iflies for a posey. O Doctw, Doctor, ye 
maun be an iU-^deedy body yoursel, or ye woiildna 
think sae ill o^ others. What, noo, was you and 
the auld leddy after, when ye were linking and 
d^nJdng sae cagily wT ane anither inholes and 
comers?— 

' Davy cbaset me through the pease^ 
And in amang the dierry-trees.' 
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Ah, Doctor, Doctor, ye deevil— Vow but yeVe 
a Dainty Davy.'" 

The maimer m which this was said and smig 
overpowered the Doctor, and, in spite of himself, 
he was compelled to huigh. In the same moment 
the bell of the portal auamoned ithem to dinner. 
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CHAPTER II. 



C0KVEB8ATIOK. 



Andrew and the Doctor, en reaching the di- 
ning-room, found the Earl and his mother already 
there. The Dowager was somewhat surpcised at 
the uncouth appearance of Andrew ; and his Lord- 
ship was evidently amused at the look with which 
she inspected him. At first, and for some time, 
the conversation was vague and general ; bat the 
Earl saw that Andrew was studioudy cultivating 
the good graces of the old Lady; and that althofi^ 
every now and then she looked at him stately and 
askance, occasionally both his manners and lan« 
goBsg^ deranged the settled seriousness of her fea^ 
tures into a smile. 

When the desert was placed on the table, and 
the servants had retired^ our hero opened his bat* 



CONVEESATION. it 

tery, by saying to the Earl, ^^ What do you think 
your Leddy mother here, and my new fiiend the 
dainty Doctor there, hae beoi aboutj my Lord P"^ 

Her Ladyship was in the act of holding her 
glass while the Doctor poured a little wise into it ^ 
but at the nonchalance of this address she with^- 
drew her hand, and erected hersdif into the state- 
fiest pitch of dignity ; and the physician setting 
down the decanter, lus task impeifimned, looked 
across the table In unspeakidide amasement. His 
Lordship smiled^ and replied, " Why, Wj^e, how 
should I -kiiow ? I dare say something they don'^t 
like to hear of, if I may judge* by tkeklooks.^ 

<* Weel, m teU you," resuined Andrew. ^* Now, 
my Leddy, ye maun just compose yoursel ; for it> 
yera proper his Lordship should heisur how you and 
the Doctor were playing at Damon and Phillis 
among the groves and bowers.<p— They dun^, my 
Lord, that they saw your Leddy gaUantmg wi' a 
gentleman.'^ 

' ^^ Monster r excl»med the Dowagdr, flaming 
with indignation. ' : 

'the Doctor was panic-struck. 
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*^ Whidit, whidit, nay Leddy,^ cri^d Audrewi 
fjyly ; ^^ if you will be poking at g business of 
this kind, ye maqn just abide the consequencea. 
But I would ask what ^ea^er harm ^uld there be 
in the Countess walking in a garden with a w^Ilr 
bred getil;leinan, than in your Ladyship doing itie 
same widi that fait body o^ a Boqtor P^ 

The Bad pecoeiving the .turn that the conversar 
tion was tnJkingy und knowing irom Andirew'^s m^n^- 
ner that the truth wofuld be served up without any 
disguise, h^ was imeaey and disconcerted^ apd al- 
most wished liiat the to^c wgs changed. But aar 
xious at the sa^ie time to leani the whole circum- 
stances, ^d ipujnoiis to k^ow the point of li^t in 
which it stmck our herq, be remained, as it were^ 
9eaningfy nbs^t.iygid inattentive, middng a Niobe^is 
face of m ^orangiT) mA squeeakig it, ^^ all tears,"^ 
into his glas9* 

Andrew coniiinued,<-~^^ I have always heard, 
Leddy Sandyford, that ye were a wise and a sen^ 
sible woui^n ; but I would ask you a question :-<— 
Granted noo that ye did see a decent woman like 
the Countess,— but Uce^s to ill mark,—- would it no 
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hae beeu mair to the poipose to hate n^uie sure, ia 
the first place, that it was really h^ ? and m the 
second, to have inquired at herself on the spot 
what she was doing there ? Na ; my L»eddy, this 
is a serious concern, and the truth must be borne 
wi'; to come away without searching it to the 
bottom, wasna according to your wonted discre- 
tion ; and if ye hadna been inoculated wr a bad 
opinion of your good-^lochter before-hfn^? y^ 
wouldna hae put sic an ill cojbur qia what may 
have been in itself a very comely action**" 

The Doctor by this time had in som^ degree 
recovered himself ; and the freedom with which 
Andrew spoke having an infectious influence on 
him, said, ^^ But, sir^ you forget that there is a 
child in the case " 

Tlfxe Dowager, however, who had sat some time 
in a state of consternation, interrupted t^e con- 
versation, exclaiming, " Lord Sandyford, how 
can you permit this at yoiur table, and in my pre- 
sence ?^ 

" Why,'" replied the Earl, *' I'm afraid there 
is something lik^ reason in what Wylie says ; he 
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is a bang of a strange element, and your Lady- 
ship mart endure to hear him out ; or you will 
perhaps do both his wit and his wisdom injustice.^ 

Andrew discovered that he had gone too far with 
the circumspect Dowager. He had treated her 
with a sort of freedom that could only have been 
used with impimity to the whist-table tabbies of 
London ; those whom he occasionally met with, 
and, as he said, touzled their decorum. But his 
natural shrewd perception of character soon ena- 
bled hini to correct the error, and to adapt his con- 
versation much more to the Dowager'^s formal no- 
tions of etiquette and delicacy. - 

" ril tell you what it is, my Leddy,*" said he ; 
^ fipm the first to the last, there has been a great 
misunderstanding in the whole business between 
my Lord and the Countess ; I could see that long 
ago, though I hae but twa een, and na better 
anes dian my neighbours ; they have wanted a sin- 
cere fiiend betweoi them, the like o'* your Leddy- 
ship, for example ; and noo that they'^re hither and 
yont &ae ane anither, it behoves a^ that wish them 
weel^ and few hae mair cause to do sae than my- 



9^ yrho ha$ been made, «s it were, by my L(»rd, 
to take teiM; that a breach is no opened that canna 
be biggit up» Jojdng aside — ^I tUnk yoixr Led* 
dyship and the Doctor hae beoi a wee hasty in 
your concludcnis. Ill no say that the.Caiinless is 
an innocent woman, bat let us bae some proof o^ 
her guilt before we condemn. As to the bairn, 
that's a liying witness of a fact somewhere^-I al-« 
loo that. But, my Leddy, 111 tell you what I'll 
do ; that is, if ye approve it, fer I would sulnnit 
to your better judgment 111 gang wanly and 
oannily o'er to Castle .Rooksborough mysel, and 
muddle about the root o^ this affair tiU I get at it; 
I think that I may be able to do this as wed as a 
person o' mair consideration. Naebody in this 
country-side kens me ; FU be scoggtt wi^ my aih 
hamely manner ; and if I:can.serve my Lord, Fm 
bound by gratitude to do sae.*" . 

Afbr some fbrther eonv^^on tins project was 
approved of, and the Dowager, b^an to entataija 
a more condescending disposition towards our herp^ 

The carriage wa$ ordered to b^ ready to cMvey 
hun early next morning to the Rose and Crown ; but 
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said he, ^ No just site ftr ; I nunm gsmg there on 
sfaankft-ni^gy ; FU arly tak it till witHn a mile or 
twa b' the place ; atid when I hae got my turn done 
I^ either came slipping liack, or the servans can» 
at their leisure^ farmg the carriage on to the hms^ 
whar I'll get in as an utter stranger, taken up by 
thein, as tt lieT^y for a job to themselves.''" 

The aristocracy of the Dowager did not entire- 
ly rehsh this m^od of setting on foot an hiquiry 
into the ccmduct of a Countess of Sandjford. But 
Andrew combated her prejudices so adroitly, and 
in so peculiar a manner, that she was forced to 
accpnesce. 

" It's no for me, certainly,**' said he, " to enter 
into a controversy with your Leddyship on points 
o** this nature ; b«* ye hae lived o'er good a life to 
ken ony thhug about the jookerie-cookerie o' erim 
coning.*" 

The Dowager'^s fiace, which had for some time 
worn a complacent a^ct, became again troubled 
at this renewal of a familiarity so little in harmony 
witK4i€^ habits and notions ; but having sat her 
aiKilady''8 portion of time at the table, she rose 



and left ih^ Tooia. The EatI also soen after re- 
tired, leaving the Doctor and Andrew by them- 
telved ; the Pliyrfcian, howercr, was soefiectuaify 
mastered by the irresistible huMour of his com- 
panion, that, dreadkig to encounter his ndnery; 
tmdeT the pretext of professional engagements, he 
fose and went home before tea was announced. 

Our hero being thus left alone, pondered on 
the circumstances which had procured to him the 
confidence of Lord Sandyford, and the promptr 
ings of his own honest persuasion made him de- 
termine to kaye nd effort untried to restore the 
domestic happiness of his patron. In frequenting 
the parties at Sandyford-house, and in the course 
of the familiar access which be wais allowed at all 
times ho&k to the Earl and CouMess^ he had no- 
tice the e6lh politen^s wliieh existed between 
lliem ; but he filmed an esthnate of their respec- 
tive di^oAtitos much more coirect than that of 
the world in g^i^eral. He discovered, through the 
cKigtiis^ ei his Lordship^ahaMtual ennui, a gnaw- 
n^ iiifidety,and justly ascribed his dissipation to1j|ie 
ilfiltation of his embittered reflections. The equa- 
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Ue and sustained deportment of her Ladyship 
was not, however, so easily penetrated ; but he 
saw that it was more the effect of practice and 
caution, than her natural disposition ; and sus- 
pected that she possessed an inherent energy, 
which it only required commensurate dbrcum* 
stances to call it mto action. She was evidently a 
woman not easily disturbed by the little occasional 
incidents which so profoundly affect the happiness 
of her sex ; and her feelings having no particular 
object to interest them, neither children, nor, in 
a certain sense, husband, she moved «long the 
stream of time like a stately vessel on the tide, 
whose superb appearance is all that atti^acts the 
attention of the spectator. 

Her Ladyship was certainly to blame, for not 
endeavouring to recall the scattered affections of 
her Lord ; nor is it easy to frame an apology for 
her negligence in this respect. But how many 
ladies act in the same way, and, heedless of the 
unsetded and fluctuating state of all human at- 
t|diments, seem to consider, when they are wed- 
ded, that it is no longer xequisite to continue those 

12 
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sgreetiAe humours and graces whidb first won the 
esteem of their husbands. The triumph of wo- 
man lies not in the admiration of her kver, but in 
the respect of her husband ; and it can only be 
gained by a constant cultivation of those qualities 
which she knows he most values. But Lady San- 
dyford, like many of her sex, had beien taught to 
entertain other notions. She did not certainly 
regidate herself, as many others, fatafly for their 
own happiness, often do, by the standard of some 
particular individual, whom habit or duty may 
have taught them to venerate— 4t father, a brother, 
or. a guar£ah, but she did what was equally un- 
fortunate^— she courted public admiration, and it 
was with deference towards it' that all her actions 
and motions were estranged from that sphere of 
duties, Which would have endeared her to the sen- 
sitive bosom of her Lord. Ova hero, therefbre^'in . ^ 
contemplating the result which had flowed fiom'^ 
her apparent mdifference, suspected that she felt 
infinitely more under the separation than the Earl 
oonoeived. 

He £d her abo jostice in another point ; Ke 
could not for a moment aUow himself to thinks 

VOL. II. B * 
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WAS guilty even of levity. He had remarlccd Jssr 
pride, and his in^tive kiKMfledge of human na^ 
ture convinced hifii, that pride alone will often do 
the part o£ virtue. In a word, the tenor c£ hid 
cogitations weire honountble to himedf) and &» 
vousable to the Countess. For, not assunuiig 
the proi»faility of guilt, but only desirous to reach 
the bottom of the business, he was able to take a 
&r more candid view of the difiesent prwuunptioas 
against her, thab if he had been acfaiated by any 
preoonoelved opinion. In this gasecousfiaaie of 
mind, he embarked widi a detewninarign to sifl 
the. whole matter to the utmost^ and, in the end, 
i£ he found the conduct of the Countess idiat lie 
hoped and expected it wuoid pvove, he ieeolmft 
to sqpeak to her fredy of ndiat he had observed in 
her behaviour towards her huaband, and then to 
bring about the more difficult and delieate task^f 
a OQtdial reunion. 

W&en the mbid entertaiiss a noble pittpoee^ it 
never &ik to dignify the physiognomy and taom* 
nal appearance. Andrew, in obeying the aum^ 
mons of the DieiWBger to iea, entered Ae -room 
with to ease «f caiviage "whieh etmok her, Mt 
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mily ' <si mceovoA of Us piopriefty, bat also by the 
etetrast wbich it presented to his naturally insig- 
oifioaBt flur and honely garb. 

Her fLadyid^p, in tbe interral aftier quitting 
Ate diBing-voem, was not^ upon refiection, much 
antisfied wi^ what had passed, and was resolved 
tobe bodi<;ool and dignified, in order to prevent 
a repetition of the fiimiliarity whidi had so mffled 
her niytions.of decorum ; bat tiie generosity which 
l^^ted iq» the>6mooth roimd face, i^ little twink- 
ling -ey^s of her guest, produced an instantaneous 
sndfiympathede effect ; and instead of the austere 
grandeor which she had detennined to practise, 
abe inrited ham to itise a seat on the sofii beside 
her, widi a graoiovraiess of manncir ihat eould not 
han^ heenexodled^ even had irihe known the in- 
tealienB with "which he was at ^obe moment ani- 
mated. 

When the Earl, who soon < after '^nlefed the 
roem^ saw ^Aem in dus situation, his favourable 
ofktton of the tact and address of Andrew Was 
consfdecably increased. He knew- iJie nice no- 
l&ons of his mother, and her proSmnd veneration 
fcft the etiquettes of pofite life, and had, from the 
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first, apprdiended a rupture, the state of her mind 
at the time not being at all in unison with that 
familiar drollery which our hero could neith^ 
disguise ner repress. He was, th^efore, in no 
small -degree surpzified to find them seated toge- 
tiber, and i^arently on those ternis which he had 
never imagined it was practicable for Andrew to 
attain with her Ladyship. 

During tea the Conversation was general and 
lively ; no allusion was made to what had consti- 
tuted the chief and most interesting topic after 
dinner ; and the old 'Lady was several times con- 
strained to laugh heartily, at Andrew'^s ludicrous 
adventures in his journey from London; as well as 
at some of his queerest stories, of which he se- 
lected those most calculated to please her ; so that, 
while she perceived he was a person of no refined 
acquirements, she could not but acknowledge in 
her own mind that he was undoubtedly endowed 
by nature with smgular shrewdness^ and with pe- 
culiar talents of so oidinary kind. It was true, 
that he said tlungs which a delicate respect for 
the prejudices a&d notions of others would have 
restrained a man of more gentlemanly pretensions 
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fir(»n expressing, but there was no resisting the 
strong common sense of his remarks, nor with* 
standing the good-humoured merriment of his al- 
lusions. She, howeyer, now and then felt imeasy 
that she had so rashly sent back the Countess's 
letter. But like aU others wha do any thing of 
which they afterwards doubt the propriety, she 
concealed entirely from her son, and wished, if pos- 
sible, to forget herself, that she had taken so deci* 
ded a part. 



♦ ■ 
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CHAPTER III. 



" I FEAR, my Lord," said our hero, when ihe 
Dowager had left the room, ^^ that I have spoken 
o'er freely on this misfortune that has befallen 
your Lordship'^s family ; but, in truth, my Lord, 
a sore at no time will bear handling. If I had 
conversed in a manner that might have bec^n mair 
>fitting to the occasion, it wouldna hae mended the 
matter ; so I rather ran the risk of the conse- 
quences with your Leddy-mither, than be slack 
in delivering my honest opinion. But setting jo- 
king aside, my Lord, this story of hers and the 
Doctor^ concerning the gentleman ayont the 
bush, is really something vera extraordinar.'^ 

" Yes, Wylie,'' replied the Earl, " it is so ; 
but although my mother makes it of importance, 
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it is none to me. I have been but so so as a hus- 
band ; and, by my bonsdence, nothing in earth 
will ever induce me to institute any proceedings 
against Lady Sandyford.'" 

^^ That^s a vera contrite sentiment of your Lord- 
tMpy and comes, or am mistaW, from the bottom 
of the heart ; but surely, my Lord, ye wouldna 
fifceyour estates, and the honours of all your Loi^ 
ship^s ancient and famous progenitors, to go to 
the* base blood of a stranger.^ 

>^ I tiboii^t, Wylie,'' said the Earl coldly, 
^* that joa had been more the ficiend of Lady 
Saudyfbrd. I am sure that she always treated yoti 
with kindness.^ 

'^ WiA the height of discretion, I maun aye 
allow tiiat,^ replied our hero ; <^ and far be it &om 
Mgr-'diotights or intent to advise any harm either 
to the name or dignity of the Countess, whom I 
eatiaia believe to haTe been playing ony plasket. 
A* that I meant your Lordship to understand was, 
duf^osing, just by way of premises to confer upon, 
that the Countess had done l^e deed, and was as 
Mack as your Leddy-moiher and her gallant the 
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Doctor, fear, how would your Lordship propose 
that she should be treated ?*" 

^^ As the daughter of the Marquis of Avoh- 
side." 

^^ Her father is a proud man, my Lord,**^ resu- 
med Andrew, ^^ and will take care of that. But 
suppose she is the mother of the. baim-p^for to this 
length the suspicion, as I guess j runs — wliat would 
be your Lordship^ pleasure then f "^ 

The Earl made no answer. He sat for some 

J* 

time silent ; and then he rose, -and walked thrice 
across the* room. He was evidently grieved and 
perplexed. Wylie sat watching him with interest 
and sympathy. 

The struggle lasted about five minutes, at the 
^d of which his Lordship resumed his chair, and 
said, '^ I cannot tell you what I may do, nor can 
I imagine what I ought to do. But Lady Sandy- 
ford, whatever may have been her fault, has pridiBi 
enough to prevent her from imposing a^ spurious, 
heir on my earldom. The concealment with which 
she has covered the birth, if she is a mother, as- 
sures me that the attempt will never be made ; so 
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tibat, eTen in « worldly point of yiew, I ot^ht to 
make no stir in this business.^ And he nghed 
deeply, adding, ^^ It is needless to disguise to you 
any longer, thdt I am more distressed llian I 
aeemJ"' 

^ Really, my Lord,, your case is a vera kittle 
ane,*" replied our hero, deeply afPected ; " but no 
to dwell- on the dark side o% let us suppose noo, 
that, after all this hobbleshew and clash, it should 
turn out that the Countess is an innocent and an 
injured woman.''^ 

^^ You are destined to exalt, or to sink me for 
ever, in my own esteem T exclaimed the Earl ; 
^ and you have put to me a^questioii that I woujd^ 
but durst not, ask myself. She 1^ my house vo- 
hmtariTy,' by the advice of her father.^ . 

His Lordship paused, and looked as if he ex- 
pected that Andrew would say something ; but 
he remained silent. 

The Earl then said abruptly, '< What do you 
diink I ou^t to do ? Icannotaskherback— She 
will, be happier apart from mie ; and since we are 
in the tongues of the world, k is no longer cxpe- 
dient for us to assume counterfeit virtues.'*^ 
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Truly,, irhat your laoHakap Mys k »• widb- 
out a glunmer of GCHnnon smse ; but in the way 
of a conjecture, let us take anotW suppositioii. 
What woukl yoiff Lordship do, if my Leddy, of 
her own free grace, was to confess a fault for nift- 
rmg awa wi^ her ftth^, and beg to be receired 
home again ?^ 

** Imposdibid !^ exclaimed the Earl, with en* 
ergy — ^^ Impossible ! Her pride could never stoop 
to sudi hmniliatiim.^ 

^' I can see there is difficulty in the way. How- 
soever, greater mountains hare been removed 
without mirades^ Andyour Lordship hasna said 
what you would do^ supposing my su^iose were 
to come to pass.^ 

^' It would, I suspect, Wylie,^ replied the Earl 
jocularly, '^ be rather an awkward meeting.^ 

'^ Then you would consent to meet her Ledc^- 
ship," said our hero slyly. 

The Earl was startled at the unconsdoua dis- 
closure he had made of his own feelings, while he 
admired the shrewdness of his cou&isdlor ; and 
said, with a free and eincere accent, ^^ Wylie, it 
is in vain fiir me to equivocate with yen, I do 
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not tfank the letum of the Cmntess pTobaMe ; 
WH^ tkei«fe#e, haTt ]i0f%r ccmndered ho^ 
act aa sash an oemmence. Towards her I can 
bear no malioe.-^Bat yen sorprifie me Haw* 
«¥ar; I will say no mateL Let thk cenTersation, 
£ir*the present) end.*" 

^^ I thoc^t,"" reified Andrew, mdat a degree of 
firnmes^ which surprised the Earl, ^^ t^at your 
Loidiyp had better notkms of justice than to 
pcmish where perhaps you ought to n^e atone- 



ment^ 



msr Lordship, who had tiiden during paart of this 
eoifvvrsailien^ took a chair as'^our hero uttered 
these words, and looked flushed with an angry 
oeotftision. 

*^ My Lord,'' continued Andrew, observing his 
i^laticm, ^^ there's none in the world hae such 
cause to speak the truth to your Lordship as I 
have. You have ti&en me by the hand, and led me 
out o' the slough of poyerty, where I might have 
struggled and suidt--*Ye hae placed me in the 
flowery pastures of prosperity, and ye shouldna 
be displeased at the^ hiunble ettSng of my grati- 
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tilde. If my Leddy. h«s had her fiwka «id dcA* 
dmcies, your Loiddiip'a owa, breast bears wiiaeM 
that ye have not yourseLbeenperfect-^Butl am 
transgreasmg the bouads of disGcetioi^ in speakr 
ing in this manner to your lordship. Neverfthe* 
less, my Lord, though I should opmdv itt will be 
my endeavour to serve your Locdfilup, as it is my 
duty to do, whatev^ ypur Loi^dsbs^ may aay.lo 
the: pontrary ; and to strive, by all h^est meansy 
to testify my sense of oUi^tion for ^e kindness 
heaped upon me."^ 

The Earl was petrified. There was an eneigy 
of tone, and a d^dsipn of churacter ip this, which 
his Lordship had never experienced towards huur 
self, nor did he imagine Andrew possessed hi^ 
60 much generous sensiUIity. . , . 

^^ Do you think,"^ replied the Eail^ thought- 
fully, ^< that even were I dispp^ to wish for a 
reconciliation. Lady Sand^ord. might; be averse 

to it?'' • 

^^ I h4>pe she has more sense, were your Lord* 
ship to^ entertain any such cxeditaUe wish. But, 
my Lord, she has been long an oiitcast, as it were/ 



flrtsm ydtor tffeeikms* 1 eaimot, tberefbre, venture 
^ give your LordsMp a»y tehsm to think dlat 
fiiie Bifey yimb foif a reieoneiMation. But a» soon as 
I-haye inade an experiment, 111 hae the greatest 
l^eatore in letting you know Ae result, espeddly 
if itbe fiivouraHe.'' - 

" You «te too quick, Wylie,'' said' the Eari 
dftlfflff , " I tKd tiot expriess any solicittide on the 
subject. Judging &om the past, I sSR continue 
of ^e same mind, that it is better for Lady Sandy-* 
ford and me to remain as we are, than to five to- 
geAer as we have done.^ 

" Thaf s no to be denied," replied Andrew. 
^* But it^s to be hoped, that, were ye coming the- 
gither again, it would be with better hopes, de- 
si^s, and intents. Knowing, as ye now do, where- 
in the great strength of both your faults Ues, ye 
Would bear and forbear with more reciprocal indul* 
gence. Ye couldna five the life ye have done, 
even though ye were both so ill-deedy as to try«" 

Thiir characteristic touch made the Earl smile ; 
aiid he said, ^ You are a singular being, and will 
have your own way." 
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In saying these wqkIs> th^ eouBtenaMe of his 
Lordship was &r a moisb^iil ovarcast^ and the^ siuU 
den flowing in of thou^ts aaA feelings tm his 
heart oUiged him to leave the room. Andrew 
soon after pulled the bell, and requesting the car- 
riage to be in readiness to conviqr him to Castle 
Bodcsboroi^h by day*light» was shewn |^ a bed- 
room. But it is necessary to levert, in the mean* 
time^ to the situation of Lady San^rford. . 
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CHAPTER. IV. 



THX CASTLE. 



Ths Counteaston sending off her lettav had re* 
turned to Elderboirer, where she received the'«iih 
8wer ; the first shock of which abnost overset her 
reason. She started from her seat, and wildly 
flaking her head and hands, ran and touched se* 
veral articles in the room, as if to aseertam theiv 
reality, and that she was net in a dream. She 
was like a bird entai^Ied in a snare, or a captive 
when first immured in his dungeon. She fdt aa 
if an invisible power, that would crash her to 
death, was dosii^ in on all sides« She gasped^ 
aa if s^me enormous weight pressed upmi her bo* 
som, a^ for some minutes her mind was as tho 
fury of a glowing finmace. 
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In the midst of this paroxysm, she made a vi- 
gorous effort to control her agitation, and suc- 
ceeded. While distractedly pacing the room, she 
halted suddenly, and said, ^^ Why do I yield 
to this consternation? — There is some error in 
all this — There' is no conspiracy against me — I 
am innocent of the crime imputed — I will go at 
once to my Lord — I will relate the whole of what 
has happened — he has treated me as if I had no 
feeling — ^but he is a man of honour, and will not 
idlow me to be injured unjustly.^^ 

When she had thus somewhat calmed the per^ 
turbation of her spirits, she ordered a post^aise 
for Chastington-hall, and in the course of a few 
hours quitted Elderbewer. 

Before she had gained the second stage, she 
fdt herself so much indisposed that she was ob^ 
Hged to stop, and go to bed. In the course of 
the night, however, she obtained some rest; and 
her spirits were so refreshed in the morning, that 
she arose with a cheerftd alacrity to resume her 
journey to the residaice of her husband. ^ 

After breakfast, a chaise for Chasdhgton was 
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Aoo(Hr&igly otdered, and she went to the door at* 
tended by ihe landlord, to hand her in. Aa she 
was on the point of ascending the steps of the 
carriage, her hand was eagerly seiaed^ by some 

* 

one behind, and on looking round she beheld^ 
with eiqual surprise and alarm, the pale and ghast- 
ly Ferrers. 

^^ Ha r excbdmed the Countess, horror-struck 
at Ins appearance; ^^ How! irheni what has 
faiought you here' P^ 

^^ I came last night, and I have bee n >-- "^ 
What he would have added was broken off by. a 
shriek from the Countess^ who fidnted, and fdt 
back inio his anns. 

Some time elapsed before she recovered, and 
when she opened her eyes in the apartment to 
which she had been carried, the first object they 
eav^ht was Servinal, hex Lard's valet, who, per<« 
cdiving that she recognieed him, instantly left the 
room, and, having a horse ready at the door, quit- 
ted the house. He was on hk way to London, 
on some donfidential business, but he returned to 
Chastington-hkn with the news of this discov^. 
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aity^ belienring^ be kad; botn* the caiave! of dria 
mforlusislfr kdy*^ dsKdi^ he nii^dr from the 
kiMne iEii a state of cfatraerieiiy and ink acnrlieee 
jbo'fae^uiid. 

- Wlijea:tlia> €oaiiteBft wae^ m fSut xeoo'vcsrad as; to 
be able to speak, she ordered the chake> wMdi 
flilaH: stood att the^ donr> to oaxcf her ts Bmisland 
J^tSbeSf^ lihere^ immediately orthgarmmti^ she seilt 
for Flounce ; and being determiiiBdi nanr to- avail 
bennlf^ofrher^her^B offer of Bretonsfaald Gastle, 
dte- dispatdbcd^ at the same tisae, ouur of th& aet«- 
TMttft ta sppma the.'doHiestkB of. her intenkiMi. 
All this was done with a force and predbnoii: ef 
mwid tteifttOLhercttaracterl . 
t .Tlm^iagsiBBakf oCthe carGiiitiataiioeB>iiiU>iTndaob 
sbe had been placed irkb Eervers, aflraJDeatied in 
faerajHMrtof^8i2perMi«iou8 dijtad;. ThaxftlasSbt^f 
tmties seemcdiBtmngely and wtiMif nuBngted^.and 
fiadybg hcMelfiuiiaoDoimtaUTt and'daritlj eonimt^ 
ediiritk the daqporate iortimeB of afirantkrmaii^ 
•hefacKfiived'hessdf a^passixe agent iiKtheiiHnd^ 
of iPat^ andtremtakditoithidL that afae.ira&^inia 
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uaaited^ to- some troneadousr aad iiiiBMatiimble 
jBDYemeBt'Of tkm universe. Th^9&iv«» iubUmilj 
in the faacm that rose with this notim ; and l3io 
.^aiee. where she had' deteEaiiiied te take uphmr 
abode was weU calculated to cherish the sel<wii 
SBSociatieas .cmnected- with ho PBomethean refill- 
ludi«Dv to setixe.&<na the. worU^ and theve await 
the^issue of that schcme-of destuny with ytbiok abe 
was so mysteriously involved. 

Bietombield Gastle was, a pile €£ unkaown ^an- 
ti^ty^ Fromrthe earliest periods, of our natieBal 
histoory^.it.bad'^ been remarkable, both on aoeouat 
ofit&.mzsMy arelutectuze, and the soUen and stem 
soKtacmess in which . it stood. The Saxons had 
added to its strength, and the-Normanff had-^ea- 
Jaq;ed the sweep.of the walls, and the munber of 
the towers. - In the chivalric times of the heroic 
Pjantagenets, it:aci{uiredsome ornamental appav* 
dages; and, in the fbst reigxtof the Stuarts, it 
lost some of the features of ii mere strong*^hoId in 
a>smte of magnificent apartments, of an airy and 
fantastic style, which, however^ still . hawnontaed 
with, the xnde. grandeur of the generaLedifice. 
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The road to it lay along the acclivity of an ej^^ 
toisive common, and by a gentle ascent attain^ 
ed the summit of the downs, from which, on the 
one hand, the country below presented a wide 
and magnificent prospect, extending to the hori- 
lon; while^ on the other, an open and lonely 
waste spread out to a great distance, in which no 
other object was visible but the castle, rising from 
the midst of a dark mass of fir trees. 

The scene suited the disposition of Lady San- 
dyford^s mind ; and it seemed to her that a spot 
in which the wild, the old, aiid the magnificent, 
were so united, was a fit theatre for the exercise 
of the courage and endurance which she was de- 
termined to exercise. 

But far different were the reflections of her 
wtdtmg, gentlewoman ; according to her own ac- 
count, when the carriage reached the hrow of the 
downs, and she saw nothing before her but a de- 
sert waste, she felt as if a magician was carrying 
her away on the back of a fiery dragon, to the 
wdl at the world^s end. 

As the carriage drove mto the silent court of 
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the Castle, like a peal of thunder, the Countess 
siid, as it stopped at the entrance to the hall, 
^^ What an airful place it is P and she cast her 
eyes apprehensively round on the ivy-manded 
towers, the hoary walls, and the lichen-^nred 
pinnacles. - 

*^ Yes,'* replied Flounce, 

" It chills the suspended sool^ 
Till expectation wears the cast of fear^ 
And fear^ half ^eady to become devotionj 
Mmnbles'a kind of mental oxison 
tt knows not wherefore." 
* 

** Why, Flounce !"" exclaimed her astonished 
Lady, ^^ where got you that language?^ 

'^ It is a beautiM sentim^t,'^ said that erudite 
gentlewoman, ^^ which I learnt by rote firom one 
of' Mrs Badcliff^s romances. It will be quit6 
diarming, my Lady, to read them in this delight- 
(ci Hdolpho; and I hope' your Ladyship will 
make a point of having them sent from town,^ 

As none of the servants were in attendance, 
the Countess desired the post-boys to open the 
door, and, alighting with Flounce, walked into 
tbislian; The housekeieper, and her husband' the 

15 
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gudner, were iidbed all tke dotatisticfi that* the' 
MaiiqiaB of Aiw<m&de k^ at thifi place ; and it 
hifpe&fA, lAiea the carriage dtore up to the 
doer, that they w^e in a remote part of the 
xj'aoue* 

The Countess halted when she had reached the 
middle of the hall, and surveyed it in silence. It 
was lofty, and of stately dimensions— ^Ughted from 
the one side by two tallnanow windows.; the 
space between which was occupied by a huge arch* 
ed chimney, with massy antique iron dogs for 
burning wood ; and great piles of billets at each 
sichij0£di»hettrthvsheiwed soxnething like the habi« 
tude of ancient hoqpttality. A small claw-footed 
taUe^ on wliioh «tood a basket of linen and old 
wtfldrings, with a pair ef scisBars, a thimble, amd 
tliveiid^per, lying around as diey had been left 
l^the houidceep^, ococqpied, with two cdd-&fil»on«- 
ed-gnailed dbow-dhiairs^ the nidie ef eoe of the 
windonra. The walls were of dark and smaH pan- 
nelledwaaiiscot, on which hung £>ur or fiye family 
portraitBtlmt time had almost effaced. The aspect 
of the wlude apartaient was gaunt and venerable, 
but it eeuld not be altogether said that the effect 
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less amog to the stjietsaad-aiicIiitoctaEffe «f4fe 
zoom^titum to tlw^ superb pioipeet atdothdieniii-t^ 
di»«s wmmanded. iSfaeCastle'Stoad on tbe injai: 
ef a sbaggy pvedpioe ; and. the side flriiere die 
TrndMEB warn pl^ned^ everiookad a "wide ezpawe 
of <«e >of tlie vichcst tnusts of Eagiiaid^ on* which' 
the mm at l^/tkue inks ^sheddmg^ the golden 7»- 
(isnoe «f the aften^oMu W^iodlandBy pftdas, viL* 
laS) and townsy % eesttsved in 4bea)iKJftil dir^raeity 
to the utmost verge of the horizon ; and hese and 
dittfie t}» stee^^'Dfra eountty ehuroh pointing to 
beaf^n^ noght beasen tmag from the middle eiP 
agvove, cToifned with a ^glhtering stir, the eifect 
<)f the setting sun on the ^ded weather-cock ; 
while broad and bright, with all ther windows 
glancing as if illuminated, several large mansions 
studded, as it were, like gems, the bosom of that 
magnificent landscape. ^^ Our ancestors,'" said 
the Countess to Floimce, ^^ did not lack taste in 
the choice of situations. Their captives, with such 
a spacious view before them, could scarcely feel 
the loss of liberty." 
At this moment the old housekeeper entered^ 
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and apologizing for her accidental absence, open- 
ed a pair of folding-doors at the upper end of the 
Hall, and conducted the Countess through the 
liHig suite of state-apartments to. a small drawing- 
i(oom in an octagon towery vhich commanded se- 
Ten different views £rom as many small windows. 
^f I have brought your Ladyship to this place,^ 
said Mrs Scmbwell, ^^ because it was the fiivour- 
ite room of the Marchioness your mother ; and I 
tbdught, on that accounty you would be pleased 
with it.'' 

" You have judged rightly,'' rej^ied her Lady- 
ship with emotion ; and she mentally ejaculated, 
^^ My mother !— How wofijly I now feel that 
Ipsa!" • . 
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CHAPTER V. 



iKBit^EBiBNGBi 



At break of day, our hero was afoot and dress- 
ed for fais mission io the Rose and Crown, at Cas- 
tk-Rooksboroligh ; but instead of waiting for the 
c$3Siiage to eome up to the portal of the Hall, he 
walked out to the court of offices, whidi stood at 
some distaace from the mansion. 

It was a beautiM spring mommg. The ma- 
vis, the blacklnrd, and the linnet, were beginning 
to durp and chuxm over their young in the bow- 
ers, but the hirk was already at heaven^s gate 
singing her matins. The sun had not yet risen, 
and the dew-^bsops lay Hke pearls on the grass and 
leaves ; a cheerftd and refreshed composure was 
diffiMied.over the whole face of the landscape, and 

VOL. It. c 



1 



50 xuAnsa. v. 

.the forehead of the sky appeared unusually spa- 
dous and beautifiil ; a few grey flakes of vapour 
scattered over it, seemed to float at an unwonted 
elevation, as they gradually brightened into the 
ftill glory of the morning. 

The reflections of Aioidrew were in unison with 
the beneficent a£^ct of Nature, and he loitered 
with the sense of b^ftuly glqwing at his heart, of- 
ten turning round as the different windings of the 
road uqffiS^edy.illiowigh the m^my grcnips of ^fi>- 
liage, the ^i^isified Mcmexy of the sundiindsig^ 
coujitry. 

. By tbp -^e he jreadied the wtamiot to lift 
stables, r.th?0ai73a^ was CQnaing oitt. '^^HaM 
your han\ my lad,^ he cried to the^:eoacb&an^ 
<! ye needna.gang to: the Ikiusc, Til e^en step <in 
h^re." 

. ^^ As you fi&me^, refdied.the coachman \ '^ but 
Xom Beooy is not yet come.'" 

"And idia'si Tarn Berry ?^ . 
. '". The/ootman^: sir, that is. to go with ud.*" 

^^ IrfOixp yous #ays doun, anA4et me infto the 
cbake./J^]L\ik>: be. fashed wfoa;^ «ie>d6^f«no- 
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iMs. A^' tlmtl ixaittiis aifasi ddr^ 
eoupifig.^ 

The coachman 6be]red^'^u3d'^0Bgrbefi»e Tjqui 
BcnyAadiopeaed^he Auttentiofc fak eyes, half 
the journey was peifonned. 

At a piiblicrhotifie 'withm twia miles of.Castle- 
BoohsfaoToai^, our faara st^ppedthe caaaMgfs^ mid 
iifM the^coadiniaiL to imt fochiittrtheyew 

" Your horses, my lad,'^ said he, " will be nane 
the- waco €? ar rest ; and IH Just st^ on by my- 
sel.^ 

' ^Vfiut^^ ;t!qdi0d.the d^Miote^, *^ my orders 
werisTto id^e, ybu :to. the Rose 4&d Crowni."^ 

'^ 111 not dispute what your orders were i ne^er* 
thieles^ ye*fl bide, here ; or if rye laaim. corn your 
cstde at the Boae^.^ad Crown^ and at . no other 
phic^y Xtcaiinajhe^i|^;<»dy yell s»ry^«ay Lord's 
ixoBc bedler . by imindii^ what I bid you^^ 

^^ Itdon't makano^^iffier^nce to me,^ said the 
poadmiain; ^fiasad so he as you doesii?i wilih for 
tlteeinitzary, I?d as lief bait wheote vm now be.^ 

^^:Hear ye^^ cried Andveis at^pii^ mddenly^ 
after he had atij^itedy wd w:as waUdng $mi^ 
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seemingly as if he had recollected somethixig. ^^ I 
hope yell say naething to the folk about the niiis 
here, concemmg my business ?*" 

*^ I knows nought o\ sir — ^I was but told to 
fetch yoil here.'' 

" Then,'' replied our hero, "ytfll oblige me 
by keeping your finger on your mouth, for it 
might be detrimental if ony thing were to spunk 
out.*" 

*^ Never doubt me, sir— I have been bred and 
bom in his Lordship's service, as my father was 
in his father's, so I may be trusted ; and I never 
speaks of any body's consequences, but only imnds 
my own servitude." 

'^ I had a notion that ye ware a prudent lad," 
said Wylie ; " what do they ca' you ?" 

^^ My name, sir, is Snaffle— Jack Snaffle.'' 

^^ Weel, Jock, I hae great dq>endenoe on your 
sagacity, and there's a sixpence to you fbar a chap- 
pin o' strong yill, till I come bads. But mind, 
and dinna say ony thing in the taproom, when 
ye're drinking and smoking your pipe wi' ithers, 
anent my coming to speir the price o' growixig 
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trees in lids Beighbourliood — and noo tliat I hae 
bett^ diought onH, ye needna let on about my 
coming firom the Hall at a\ but pass me off as a 
* by-hand job." 

The coachman being thus set upon a wrong 
Bceat, supposed that Andrew had some interest 
in the sals of the timber then felling at Chasting- 
l^n ; for, not belonging to the establishment of 
Sandyford-house, in London, he knew little of 
tile domestic concerns of the family, and nothing 
whaterer of the footing on which our hero was 
{seated by his master. 

' Having in this manner got himself extricated 
from die embaixassment of the caiziage, Andrew 
walked inrward to the Rose and Crown alone, 
and, upon his arrival^ instead of going into the 
house, wetkt to the tap, and ordered break&st 

AmaDg the waiters, hostlers, and past4)oys, 
ssreral Ubourees^wfire assembled, and the burthen 
of the oonyersation among them was the ruin of 
fieraers, inteaeqiersed with obs^ectures as to the 
cause. of his late strange viat to the Castle^ and^ 
ofasarations on th(s extravagance of his behaviour. 
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The ^object was srtetortiiqf.to Andretr^^andit' 
bisieutie {Mtrticularly so, in codsequBiiea dB ane«)f 
t^e waiters raaunrldiig, that the Lady^a child) *as 
they called Monimia, the orphan, was emcemlb^kf 
like hhn. This lobserratbniras'iiot, how^Ter^ al« 
tjogethcr jattribnlMdlde to thediscenuneiit^of Ae 
waiter ;^. for it seema that Plotaiee had^ in tiher 
excnarsioai with her Lady, more tlMft hinted >to 
one of the dlamberttudds,^ ihiat flhefihauld not 
be suxpriBed if the unknown hady was-Mr Eer-* 
rer»' dai]ghl«r,ifbr it was as like him as ti^ki^ 
ten to a cat ; and the chambermaid had 60^ 
quentfy '^xptesseGl hec admiration of the-resem- 
Uanoe, until.a .yeryr general' parsuams jof '^lii^ 
fiiot'wsasjnentenaibed among aQ theaervwitsjof the 
bouse. 

It ia^cert8inly much to be regretted, thai peo{iki 
do not dwny s act with the most perfect reaaaa and 
^M»d sense. iButiftheydid'80,th6ce'wiiiiIdbeiBft 
end ibevery tbingTomantioia:! life ; >and dier^irey 
pethaps^' it is iSS wefl, «fter aD^ that there is a fittk 
ially in the'woiid^ a bfoBsbag^whiehwe Bometimea 
think was'i)ei3towed'topNd<xoe:^ The 
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riefleetiofifl on ihe Lady% claSSd^' and' its resem- 
Manoe to Feners, h»d the cffi^^ of inducing oinr 
Wt^ clu»ge lik *igm«l i«l«,fdon^ .^ th. 
mysloy al Castle-Robk^rougli, and to Mopt 
another, calculated, as he thought, to bring tH^ 
business to a more speedy conclusion ; and assu- 
redly it would have done so, had there not been 
other causes at work, the force and effect of which 
'he could neither counteract nor foresee. 

The construction that he put upon the unfor- 
tunate mauner in which the orphan was men- 
tioned, namely, '' the Lady^s child,"" led him to 
conchide that the real circumstances of its birth 
were not to be ascertained at that place, and he 
lesolyed to proceed directly to Elderbower, and 
have an explanation with Lady Sandyfbrd her- 
self. 

This determination undoubtedly originated in 
mottves of delicacy towards her Ladyship ; &r 
the coarse remarks of the persons around him^ 
with respect to the unfortunate Ferrers, had the 
^ effect to make him feel an extreme repugnance to 
enter into any conversation with them. He 9c* 
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cordingly sent a messenger to the inn where he 
had left the carriiige, to ordear it back to Chaet- 
ington-hall, and when the London coach came up, 
he mounted the roof, and was conveyed to Elder* 
bower. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



AT FAULT. 



OuB hero reached the mansion of the Dowager 
about an hour too bite. Flounce, m obedience 
to the summons of her mistress, had quitted the 
house and gone to join her at Burishmd Abbey ; 
whence, as we have related, they proceeded to Bri- 
tonsbdld Castle. The servants were still in all 
Ae quandary and agitation which belonged, among 
them, to the unexpected and unexplained nature of 
that event. And Andrew, on inquiring at the 
gate for the Countess, was informed that they 
knew nothing of her. This intelligence mortified 
him exceedingly ; and he stood for sokne time in a 
state of stupefiiction, occasioned by the repulsive 
tone in which it was given. He, however, soon 
ralhed, and endeavoured to enter into conyersa- 

c2 
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tion with John Luncheon, the fix>tman, who had 
answered the gate bell ; but his questions were so 
gruffly dismissed, that he was utterly at a loss how 
to proceed. At last he mustered self-possession 
enough to say, ^^ I have come from my Lord at 
Chastington-hall on most particular business with 
my Leddy ; but really what ye say is very con» 
founding.'" 

Upon hearing this, John gave him immediate 
admittance, and conducted him ta^M»( Polisher. 

^^ Whafs a' tins amang you ?^ saidhetoberM 
soon as the fooiaaan had left the room. ^^ Whai^s 
Leddy Sandyford^ or 4hat glaikit dattei'-stoufti 
Flounce, her maiden ? I would ftin see the ta&e 
or the t'other.** 

^< As for that^^replied the decertms^housekeepi^,^ 
^ '^ it is impossible to give you any satis&etioni The 
day before yestmlay, die CoimtesSj as I must coii«- 
tinue to call her till my Lord instructs uiB to the 
contrary, left this in a post-chaise alcme fiir Chas-^ 
tingtonAdl.'' 

" That* 8 no to be credifed," cried Andrew,- pe- 
trified at the news ; ^^ for 1 1^ it this meming, 
and she wasna there.'* 

^^ Ah, well we know that,*^ said Mrs Polisher ; 



^ 4ie#0iit1m« iwo^vtkgCBfirhei^fMgiiiiiigto Win- 
^tpoiteft^ ske 'iMopp^ ; ftndixtzt mendng theftU 
hm Fenran fkmo to the ibh ilirlidre i^ then was.^ 

Aoibe# drew iii fa]s breath, as if he had beeH 
fiexeed in l3te meet seiiffitive pert *Rith some acute 
iiietfiaiiebl^ and then gave a long and dee^ puff of 
tib-lxreilli, as if mwar^ edFerh^ the greatest 
eMpomd'angonb. 

^< Thmi^^ ecmiumed die* honse-ke^per, ^^ such a 
Qft^oifr casene toek place, on hm stepping into the 
embfge^infter biddbg Mr Ferrers farewell, as nei- 
««r iras' witnessed. She fieanted cold dead, and he 
ftti off IB ft state of distrattiot^ and some tinnk 
he'iftia^uub »wmy with himself.'' 

^^ AJl dxis,^ said our heord, ^ is most proffi^ous ; 
iKAiB4kk'n^h yon to^ hear s6 many particulars f^' 

H Why; die ftict caimi be ques^ohed,^ exdiim:. 
ed^ Jitv Polhfher a hl^te Afsrply, at h^«rk^ any 
8haAK^^of :dddbt eait' on her infcrmalaon. << Mr 
Sb^ditlikn^^iiJK^^ CO eomier 'itp to tibe inn 
door at the critical moment ; '^and on se»ng what 
isoAf^aii^/c]igpi^ and gallop^ 

peft'^^teet^ OhasJrib%tKAi4iliD, %^ itfonh his mas- 
ter of this moiA moMt^^ibecn^ 
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'' But how did jm hear it P^Who galiof^ 
here with this black story F-^That^s what I wigh 
to know,^ said Andrew in a peevid accent, dis- 
tressed, and ahnost angry, he knew not why. 

^^ Oh r cried the housekeeper, ^^ ill tidings see 
fast travellers. The chaise which her Ladyship 
had ordered for Chastington befolre she was detect- 
ed by Mr Servinal, as^ soon as her fiaDow was off, 
knowing it was all over with her character, Ae txr* 
» dered round to Burbland Abbey, where lAe'now 
is ; and her slippeiy nymph. Flounce, has gone 
there with their bags ahd baggage. The past* 
boys who drove her told the whole stozy to die 
Avonsides, and the groom, who came to fetch 
Flounce, told our men ; so there is iio dnbious 
possibility m the matter. The only tUngdiat has 
consternated me Id the bumess is,how our Lady 
Sandyfc»d was e^ blind as not to see through the 
xraftmess of the plot. Bui I take great blanie to 
myself for concealing &om her idiat everybody in 
the house knew so weft*^ 

'^ And what wa^ that F^. mquired Andrewjtar* 
rowfiilly , €pate 'overcome to find his good opinion 
of the Countesf so iltterly wxiteked. 
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'« Tbe clttld^Tlie two gobd-for-liothiiigs h^ 
JM hem here above three or four days till I found 
lU oiH«»*-wIiere the bsrst was at nurse, and what 
beautiM clothes ware so dandestmely sent to it,^ 
said Mrs Folisliar ; adding, in a tone of exulta- 
tion at having so completely established what she 
deemed Ae truth, ^^ And the creature Flounce, 
m her faony, has left behind, a portrait of Ferrers, 
wfaidi we aU tnow^ for we have seen him ohea. 
I htm i^ and will dq^Ter it to my Jjcxtd.^. 

^ Wed,"" ejaculated Andrew, with a sigh, '' I 
have come a gowkV errand ; and what am I to do 
next ?"* 

At first an indescribaUe impulse of compassion, 
imerest, and curiosity, prompted him to visit the 
'(uomtesB wk Bimshmd Abbey ; for s^, but it 
was oady &r a moment, he thou^ there might be 
somesuBtake in the story ; but the tissue of dr- 
emnstanees was.£o strong, that he could not re- 
sist it ; and he dmost instantly resolved to.retuxn 
wiiMut delay to Cha^tingtonJiall, in oider to as-' 
tiertaiatbe wliole extent of the derogatory disco- 
varjr wfaidh he was led to beUeve Servinal had* 
ipade* On qnifttiiig Eidsrbowier^ however^ ke re- 



69 OttA^t'SStl. 

iecic^d'^iMb Md aemeog couM Aafenger be o£ Shy 
ude to the Eicrl ; and th«t tmder &e ^^Bagveeabto 
ebcfimMiiuseff iditdi had coiae to %Kl^4t»wouUt 
be bor^idfeef ecft to i^tum at oiiM')!^ Aeu 

cKttdii^ly^ he proceed^ stKaij^ to the Nag^s^ 
head^ Jirhebe lie 'isffigag^ » plaoe in the Londoh 
coaeh) andm^oteaMrftbut ch^uracteiktictete t^ 
the Eatl^ ta the<0fifeet^.thatt finding hje had^bdetf 
aflm iheiffiMmgyhe ootdd doQo betler>tii«i gtf 
«home to Mv yeUuni's >woris ; his only cqiisohMJoik 
bdng that he had beenivactnattfd'by the bei3t iiw 
tintions. 

When his Lordship received this note, he read 
it o^er several times. He perceived that the in* 
fonnationwhich Andrew had cMahiedirasiBiflhi^ 
son with ibe disooi^^ery that^Sdrvkriil 3aaii mafpo^ 
sed he faadimade ; andlwiutdno dodbt iiiali it mM 
perfect^ true, and^sf tbet»tes&<Ai9kitii^ Uttd. ^ He 
nSkiOtiBif hovever, to speabof it to hbiwother 
l^fai3y,itaid> he praiflod the delidRcy vdndhdidft* 
ted Andarew^s lettevianAxeBOlatiob to retitodlkecti*' 
ly taLondtin ; but sh^ soon sanr thepitifoimdcfiiot 
vhidiAth8d'pxedubBd9>«nd4xeBibM finrdie oon^ 
se^poiesB^ ^Foil «Mio«gh;Jie s e wiu n gjty in noduiagi 
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cettld dndeiti diat Aete leas a sel£«xertiom about 
him^thatwacrirlBAyatlrjurb mih die easjr/dr 
he affected ; aodsevierdt times^ vheniheseeii^ to 
be only rendiiig Akiiiie taUe," die^bse»ted ins qres 
t6 irABflteT' vsaaoAf vaaad the room, anda taaff 
dmpiipaB tiie mmoticed page* More than once 
she began to speak with him on the subject «€ hb 
ooncealed^Borrow, but he either broke away firom 
her Abruptly, or exekitned^with a sharp accent of 
ve3Lalion, *^ For Heayen'^s sake, spare me ; I can- 
not endure to think of what has passed T 

One afternoon he seemed to have recorded his 
wonted serenity, but there was a tone of solemnity 
and sadness in his voice which fiUed the maternal 
breast of the Dowager with boding and dread ; 
and when, in the course of the evening, he happen^ 
ed indd^itally to remark that he considered him- 
self as the cause of his wife^s riiin, she was struck 
withafeeling of horror and alarm; espedally when, 
in attempting to palliate the reflection that dicta- 
ted this sentiment, she hinted at the selfish dispo- 
sition which the Countess had always shewn* '^ Do 
not Uame her,^ he ejcdaimed; ^ I was a foolnot 
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to have seen her true character from the begin- 
ning. I know not why I was so besotted as to be« 
lieve, that under her artificial manners I saw the 
hitent principles and essence of worth, and virtues, 
and i^ensibilities.-**Heavens, what a wretch I have 
been, if she did indeed possess any such qualities T 
And rising from his seat, he rushed wildly out of 
the room. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



A SCIENTIFIC BAKOKET. 



Fob some time after the Earl cf Smidytatd^B 
departore fiom London, bis fiieiid Mordaont re. 
mamed aiudoua and indecudye reispectkig his own 
matrammal ooncems. The Bsronet sitill sovttictly 
acbered to his deteiminatbn, fSist Julia shonld 
many Birchland, that it was feond alike imprac- 
tieaUe to'vork upon his feeEi^ or his reason. 
He had given his word, and that pledge he was 
resolved to redeem. 

Having exhausted every other resoiffce of in- 
fluence and persuasion, Mhndaunt at last recol* 
leded what the Earl said to him about our hero, 
whose address and sagacity had indeed left a 
&YOQrabfe impressim on hia own mind. But 



there was Bomediing in the appearance of Andrew 
not altogether satisfactory totheprideof Mordaunt ; 
and although he was inclined to consult him, he 
did not very clearly perceive in what manner his 
services could be rendered available. 

However, soon after Andrew^s return ta Lon* 
don, having sent for him to breakfast, in order 
to inquire respecting the unfortunate situation of 
Lord and Lady Sandyford, in the course of their 
ciiinvMstMi lie several times become t]iou|^tful, 
aad^afflufleiy inMygtaitly to hk 6wn matiiiiiMbil 
pRMped^ fwiftb dmbt aiid ansiely.- T-his,* isk 000 
iifatinioe^ wm^ M^portieulat,. that our hiMC^eedtt 
adfeAfeiprigmiitlrihgAatte seeinbd: trouikldd $ attd 
firamrane* tUng to another, Mbrdaimt; at latt opev^ 
ed hir misid, deseiihingrthe peiflcadiy arisilig'fiiin^ 
tho' intractaiile character «f Sir Tliomag BeM<* 
champ ; at ike same time expressittg his^regret, 
that ihetsffcmnstaiiees^/af Locd'SaaAyfoxdishoiild 
hkve-been s«cb«8lio djgprivte InmF'^f his^owiaftd 
aaiBli«oe,no>inftucaaecf, if pd8aUe,'thef^t6fi»d' 
fiseHiigs iof^lfae Baronet 

Andrew sati.fer «Nne imetHkntv at k»t he- 
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uidg Kicaima understand viwfs tlie »ed4>^a* 
tlii8rfi»faerie ; £ar stuwljr, if the lad andtlie'laflB 
are baith iriiDiBsig) they may toosi oome liiegither.^ 

^' But,^ repMed Monbnmt, ^' there^avetwo 
lUngs^ilo beoaoDadeiied r^oBBfe^ tbe dUigali^xi •'wliidi 
Sir Thomas conceiyes he is under to BircUaiK^ 
andlf iss Jleauofaainp?s finrtone. If Aeibafry^di- 
ottt her firthec's ocmseiit^ I am^paraaadBd'heiriii 
cat her off with a shilfiog.'f 

^^ It would be *rerf dure x(C die.uold carl, 
were he to do the like o^ thai. ^Butasibr Us 
fHwdeeythafe but wiudlio^ thdtmoud^'itndbi^ath 
■rf lhc^MiitiiI> The^siHer^ however^ is « dwnfl . 
Fan thinking. that afbrtme's mo to> be madey epsn 
bjT'i&Mwiciiy, without HxmUe.^ tButnotomince 
the matter, what does the leddy hersel say 9 Wffl 
ah» sbi «wa wi** yoti ?^ . 

Moedaunt laughed^ and replied, 'the >ca8ultra8 

<^ Toot, to«t r exclkimed Ah Arew ; ^< ye ^kan 
vera waal Aat I didoa mean thaftshe was to.'gi^ 
lop, stridKiq; on a horse, wT you in a pock before 
har,]ike n eadg»w£ aramiiggWril ktgtf haandyy 
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or a teteber wi* a calf £rae the fair. But to qnd: 
proper Eaf^ah, if we maun be on our prepneks^ 
will you an^ hex batth rin awa thegither f" 

'< No,"" r^ed Mosdaunt; ^^ that is Ab diffi- 
Giilty. She mH not censent to take any sudbdik* 
grao^il fltep."* 

^', Tm thinking then, «r, that you should strain 
a point to get her; for an that's her mindyshell 
mak you a vera decent. wife.*" 

^< WdH,"" cried Mordaunt; << but how is the 
point jlo be strained P"' 

^^ I11i|pmg and speak to Sir Thomas,"" said 
Andrew. <<I would hear what he has to say aanift 
the matter. Let me ken tibe r^ts o" the cose 
first, and then idbUns it may be in my capacity to 
hdp you." 

Depend upon% Mr Wylie,"" said Moidaunik, 

that any intesfRence of a stranger with Sir 
Thomas will only make matters wocse. He's a 
'AaroQ^ self«willed round-head, and can only be 
di^t with by letdi^ him have bis own way^"" 

^^ If he thinks he has it, wonH that do as wed, 
sir ?-^Mr Mordaunt, an ye put your ecNicecns 
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into my bands, ye maim just let me tak my ain 
gait, or 111 only ravel them by my medcffing. Is 
Sir Thomas at hame, think ye, evennoo ?^ 

^ Surely,^ ezcbdmed Mordaunt, in a tone of. 
darm, '^you would not rush to him at once on the 
business?^ 

^ Dinna fash your head about my ways and 
means, sir. Are nae ye wud for your wedding ?r 
what for would ye put obstacles and deli^s to your 
ain jdeamnne ? Ill go to him outright ; sojuststt 
ye whar ye are till I come back. It's easier to 
excuse an ill deed, than to gie satbfactory reasons 
befordiand for the doing o^ a good one There^ 
fore, MrMordaunt, sit still; an'*ifyehae nae other 
playock, try if ye can persuade die cat to stand <m 
her hind legs tiU I come back.^ — ^And in saying 
these words, our hero,with a smirking nod,wMdced 
out €t the room, leaving Mordaunt equally asto- 
pidied at his humour and fam]]iarity--4istru8ting 
his prudence, while he admired his promptkude. 

Andrew wait dilrectly to Sir Thomases ; and, 
an ibe servant telling the Banmet that a young 
man desbed to speak with him on very particular 
business, he at once obtained an audiaice. 

10 
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. SiriThoittta^was ait^ll^jiiiBagEey.IiavdMFiv^oui^ 
perso^age^ "pe^uif^ towindi Us^gnnbd/cEm 
He had:lillleJof'tlie.ge]ieBiA9|9QttiaiK^ 
trjr gqittiainany-cicept iii^thc><«ailm^^ icoin- 

pleim^-iadded, Jhe^ liadinen^a;^^ear^ 
field sports, nor for those kind of exerciseSj^soiceiK 
txSkBLimjiJtoyt^ jQbstDeperotts^coifHdeney, 

id^cii'lvxcBimipiiIy deemed the most remariraMe: 
dMBitctterifltJcof the xegdav usapobecs jof a coii»t]r 
qttoviiiii. The Ba1xmet9.iiLfilct9.wa8, iarluS'Oin^ 
opiiiioxi, ' a man of science ;. but vfaedier he e£« 
oelled^iDost in botanj^ mechanics, diemiiE^^ b&^ 
tnmomy, maAematicsy o(v metaphysics, he. had. 
nmer aseectained, basing no neigfabourswho Jin- 
derstood^ eyen^the meantng at the terms. But 
undoubtedly hb profiiaeiier must have been Tery 

the.book&in his. library vUch related to these 
adencesj amounting to ^neady a bmndredTolumes, 
pair^^ihe collection of his maternal aneostor^ Dr 
Cbspingwxt, who flooridied in the Augustan reign 
qf^Qu(Mn Anney— «8' Sir Thomas 0ften said of 
laBi4>'*^'A most leamed man, having beent)n6 of 
^e contemporaries of the great Sir Isaac New* 
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made no additions ; judiciously obsesving^ wheff 
any new book rdatiye to his private studies was 
acddentally mentioned, '^ Tliose that drink at 
the fountain-head can never relish the waters of 
ths^pcittuteds^eam.^ . And then he wis wonfto 
spout with a sounding voice,: and a most trugioal 
emphasis^ both of look and gesture, the following 
verses firom Chaucer :— - 

''Out of the old fieldes. as man saith. 
Cometh the new corn firo year to year ; 
And out of old books^ in good fdth^ 
Cometh all new science^ that men lere." 

His favourite passage, however, firom the poets, 
was the opening to Young'^s Night Thoughts, 
which he repeated sometimes on a Sunday even- 
ing to his sister Miss Lucretia, with so much slow 
solemnity, that sleep, in propria persona^ gene* 
rally paid her a visit before he got to the cadence of 

" Lights on lids unsullied with a tear." 

At the close of which, he was wont to give an aw- 
ful stroke on the table, as with the melancholious 
hand of Fate ; and Miss Lucretia as regularly then 
awoke, and said, ^^ Brother, what^s the dock ?^ 



/ 
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Ta this he as regularly replied^ widi a smile of 
compassion, 

'^ We take no note of time. . 

To give it then a tongue was wise in man." 



But lifting his watch ftoih the table at his elbow, 
he subjoined) ^^ Ring fiw tea.^ 
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CHAPTER VIII, 



A EEllOKfiXRAl^CSi 



AkdiibW) yrhenk shewn into the Baronef s par- 
kmr, was rather fettacrtled «t his appearanee. Sir' 
Thonris was readii^ ift loi ton-chair, with his feet 
on the fender ; his djdth^s had been hastily hud- 
dled- aii»— a con<filion that Muld not be altogether 
a^ attributed to h»vmg h,«i6dly drees^ him- 
self 4tt acooOnt 4)f the ftbarphess of the weather, 
ftr in aft'Seasons he breakfasted in that state, and 
sat tin. dbout twelve olplock* Hi^ stoeldngs were 
loose, his. knees uiibatt^iej^, lus neckclotli untied, 
and a sl6yenly:giity duffle mcNming-coat careless- 
fy. invested the gifberali^ of his figure ; while an 
old fiir cap had snoeeedi^ hiis night-6fip, and was 
dartSi|ed,< wfiehiheifeatt pm^ Ae nl#ridi$n, to be 
sapfdanted in its tlM by a irig.' 

VOL. II. D 



^^ Welly tneDdf"" said lie to Andrew, looldbg 
oyer his shoulder, as he entered the room, ^^ what 
are your commands ?'^ 

^^ I hae something that I would say to you,^ re- 
plied our hero ; and he glanced at the yeneraUle 
Miss Lucretia^ who was sittikig on the opposite 
side of the fire, busily employed in examining the 
weekly bills of the ftmily^ TM9 look, if Sir Tho- 
mas had observed it, was meant to intimate awkh 
t^ the Udy mi^t fa^ v^^^l«ii# f$mf93c ilkm 
witjb her ^^eobt^,; }mk^ "^^ lliP9tk^ mtH Atbi 

4«ew c^miii^c^sL ^ I l^li^fi^ mi. f^h» ««»©: ac^ 
aoaiiitailee withr M^ M.&siuMt^ 

clodili^ tbi^b^, 9t4il4Q]i^frwt under Us !«;(»&< 

taelefr9%i|lie^Eqpecta4f(»x^^ ' 

'< He>i^ wofthjr 9^(rtiwC wdf t^^aAelWi "^iEndl 
I ipi «!»& hes. agreat? xoi^iect ftr you, aiMl wttM 
411 <>iiy ijM^g (9 oblige jmt b y» power.'"' 

^' Heggr^acillftlfAthraffW^ andMimLibi 
oret^ lpo]|^ askmee firoiafaer hoiisdidM: fciBs to^ 
watd$t|iei«^a4vMitic» ^^Jtotwiuife'fllitt drift of 
all' tUs^ y^i^ man P"^ iMfoiMk^ TbuKon^ h^t 
ing his book on th^laUe^ mriLtpIoigbff hk Sfcov 
tades. 



■^ . 



Wa ft good firiea^ to mc^ I widb Inm weel, and 
would fiun hope diat things ize no ipast ranedy 
between him and ye« ; £» if ikai^n die cme, he^s 
a Kope dkkr^a deed meiit $a Ae ^Mjiag jbj and I 
^lopj^i^s de»th-iU^«Sl lie eft your daor. Sir Th<^ 



kK^eed ift aeoHBie degree ef amaae- 
leenl^i wd, Jifisa Lfusieiaay «a her tom^ i^bnoed 
hy H^piiritiiYe eyek firal at eur hanr, and them €m 
hcBclv^er. 

Andrew eaw theii; mme^^ and oonehided thal^ 
Sir Thomas meant te^ tigiiify he thought him in« 
aanei finrhe obserreii him tifw^hmg hia ibrehead as 
hi^.ofsilarly replied tO: '^fjm I^upsotia's eculas in* 
terrofRtioia. {{ow^?vf%iime4Ji80tmeerted^heinti^ 
^puSfy o ji Map md^ ^\ But Vm mn^ Sir Thomas^ Aat 
it>;9o hifjoipr natim t(> ham the hmr ^ aJog^> 
far lesaa^ gmtknwi tha^ hm • gmat regard £m 
yi^ af^ aU ]«imr j&e^diiy ;; eape 

tQp]Mm^#lC ... 

Iw jH{|#fc aM^. imtmg hd^k hoi chait fsom. tfaa 
tiJbte^ sat »y|pri^ihfc%iiwdai^ TheBaranetV 
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undar-lip fefl down, and it would be difficcdt to 
say whether his eyes oo* mouth most strongly ex^ 
pressed the wondering of his spirit. . 

^^ Ye maunna be surprised, Sir 'Thomas, at 
whftt Fin saying, for it^s a truth that' Mr Mdr- 
daunt^s in a state of great distress o^mind, and 
he's my friend, and I canna but tiy to ser^e Uu. 
But he says. Six' Thomas, youVe such a man of 
your word, that I hare no hope yeil ev^ consent - 
t0 ^ye him your dochter. To.that^ however, 
sir, I answered, that surely ye were a rational man, 
md would hearken to rationality.^ 

<^ What's your name f^ inquired the Baronet. 

" My name's Andrew WyUe.'* 

^^ And did Mr Mwdaunt send you to speak on 
the subgeet to me P'' resumed Sir Thomas. 

^^No, sir ; lie was confounded when I oflfered to 
Qome; but better to hae a foiger off tiban ay ach- 
ing. There was nae need that he should pne 
ony langer in pain, or you, Sir Thomas, lire in 
anxiety, lest Miss JuUa and him should rin awa' 
to Gretna^Green ; for the sic like has be^ before. 
Fm sure tins sensible leddy here k^us ihat ye're 
jviming a dieadfbl ride of an el^enient.'' 
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^^ I kn^w' nothing about it,^ exclumed Migs 
Lucretia, ividi ^ indignant snort. 

*' Nae offence, madam, I hope,^ replied An- 
&ew ; *^ but Fm vera sure ye w ouldna, ony maiar 
than Sir Thomas himad, like to' see Miss Ju}ia 
and Mr Mordaunt jehuing ava^ in a diaise and 
finpr, and you and ber father flying like twa des- 
perate lagers after them, and no aUe to/catcii 
%m:*? 

" WIqT, feiend,'' said the Baronet, " thii? nems 
to be a very singular interference on your pari^ 
I don''t understand it' Hov came Mr Mofdaimt 
.tO'Consult you in ah affair of this sort ?^^ 

^^ Ye wouldna, Sir Thomas, hae me to be my 
ain tarumpeteir 7^ replied our haxi, significantly. 

^ Then, to put an end to the business at once, 
my word is pledged to Mr Bbrdbland.'^ 

*< So M> Mordaunt said. But ye maun just 
iMak your word. Sir Thomas, for a broken vord^s 
naething to a broken heart^ 
' ^ I tcU you^ M^iid, diat I 'irill hear nothii^ 
iBurther on thii^ subject,"^ n^plled the Baronet. 

" Well hae twa words about that. Sir Thomas. 
I dmna think aoo, Baronet, that ye^re just such 
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« eohtiunadioiis intti m to be out o^1&e i^adi o^ 
reason a^ thegitfanr^ or I irottUn* speak to yoti as 
I do, but help the lad md hm to be i&aii ttti wife 
id\ a' expedient alnlitjr. TbeteRnte^ Sfar Tkos^as, 
je maun comacL^ iMM matter wich a eool and a 
jBoand mind, an ye hae ony pretensions to g^te- 
Aon at a' ; for it^s no p«ft tiie bo«uidB o^ptobala- 
fity that some morning or lang ye may itait t^ 
' ring for your dochter, vhiskit awa"^ wT the 6«,ber^ 
bame^ an ye continue in this oontmri^ (£sposi- 
•tion." r r. 

. ^ Does Mordannt mean to foroe tte In fins nuuu 
ner to give my consent ^^ smd the Baroiiel>^att»- 

grily- 
.^ I^ sure,^ repUed Andreir, ^* that I see nae 

finring about it But if ye irill gar your doc&ter 

marry a man she doesna like, what corB£&t% Hifl 

ye get frae your dure word of honomr, an ye h^, 

in less than a week aftei* the weddk^, a^- the big 

wigs o' Doctors^ Commons in aeemmoCioti ?^ 

^^ The insinuatibii is hisulttng to my datighfer^s 
honour and prindples T exdaimed the Bttftdiet, 
wrathfuDy. 

'< Vent true ; bat, Sir Thoifias, ye ken ttaf- 



ibtX lifiM JH^ mA M9 MoidttOHl; vefe trysted 
Aiik«'by AeiX' fiiutiul «A»oti<m ; mud ye^te fighting 
JgwuMi thib I»^ o' Oofl wlkeft ye would tty to set 
mUe ihiB MUWil Atiraettott or «Aadty o^ tlieir spi- 
rits.'* 

. TUr Midied liw {Mdifd]pky of the Baronet, 
ittid20|wued toldm • vkir of tfa6 mibj^^ l9wt had 
mdant pfOieMed its^no hka hefi^e^ and he smd, 
^^ Aso yott aoqnaitit<id ivilh the NewtcKolan j^i- 
fandphy?'^ 

.. ^^ Depi M^ air; X Mvteir fiteh my head>r sic 
4iaTeiB ; fbr if |t man^s toid o^ comnlOii sense, I won- 
der what the wiiser hell be wi^ {>lHlosophy. Can 
ylulaMpl^inaiKla diub-foot, ^ ][»ut undetstand^ 
iag jpd a toinn h<aMU««I doubt no. Truly, m^ it 
beio^ea you io think oii wh<tt I hae swd. Fhrst- 
iy, tfaate xiay be «a dojpettient $ secondty, there 
•«ay b» woAe^ and lhhrdly> $»d assuredly, one 
wagr ot a&otlMaf^ thete wUl be a broken heart) and 
the sin and Ui^O o' a^ Ivill irest on your head. 
Taft o' wofda o' bd»ott)^ ki Ik ease Mke Ihis ?— 
What's « wnNL o' honour mait than <my ither 
paid? It^a just wittA, Sk Thomas; and if yell 
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.t«k my t4vice, the soonor ye hx&k it| yell Jbe 
the easier. O, Six Thomns/yte, look like e mita 
that has somethii^ fatherly in^yott ! But thiAktf 
auld doited Jeptha ; ifl^ did he g^hjf, Ua jraab 
vow ? What consolation was. it to him to see his 
lovely daughter lyinginherwindipg-sheet? Wonb 
o^ honour. Sir Thomas ?-«>-Siuiffs o^ tobaoeQ.e But 
m sae nae mair at^present, I see yieVre pii^dft. 
Oh, Si( Thomas, Sir ThcHoaas ! thereVnaeplaiBter 
for a wounded cQni«cience,.nor iralder fixr a \ftAeiSL 
heart. It will be an awfu*^ thing when ye ]ie doim 
to die, to think o^ the shame or misery ^a^ your 
.only daughter ; and that, bat for your oiwn oiii- 
stritpalous obstinacy, ye mi^t.hae left her Sn ftfi- 
. dty, or been laymg your hand in prayer on the 
h^ads o* her bojmy . wee;.biumies, a"" greeting iflde 
bleeting lambies at your bed-side. Think o- tbit. 
Sir ThoQias — ^tbink o^ that ; . and if ye canttieh 
. set yourself up aga^ist the laws o^ Grod and na- 
ture wi' your daft words o' honour, I ken myeel 
what's the name that wiU best fit you<' 

The ascendancy which our hero here assumed, 
and unconsciously filt, produced a pofound effiBCt 
on the Baronet's mind and heart. He rose fiom 
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hk seat and walked across the room ; he halted 
and looked at Andrew ; he then seemed to turn 
his thoughts inwardly, and again he paused. ^^Tell 
Mr Mordaunt^^ at last be said, ^^ to come to me.**^ 
" Thaf s a man,"" exclaimed Andrew ; " noo 
ye^ like yoursd, Biiron^t 3 gladly wQl I tell Mr 
Motdaunt,-H3o I wish you a vera good morning. 
Ye see, madam, what it is to hae a kind heart like 
Sir Thomas ; it^s the source o^ a* delight and com- 
fort in this world, begetting friends mid quenching 
fo^*— Good morning to you again^ Sir Thomas, 
aad^to jDu too, madam;^ And with this our hero 
quitted the room, and sped with what speed be 
cofd4 to inform Mordaunt of the happy result, of 
faia visit. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



iLNCOUltAGEMEKl'. 



A FEW days after this interview, Andrew feond 
a letter firom his grandmother, which the mater 
had written to her dictation. It related chiefly 
to some small matters that she was sending ; bat 
it contained a postscript from Tannyhill lumself; 
which gave him more pleasure— he could not tell 
why— than even the affectionate spirit which 
breathed through the other simple sentences. 

Mary Cunningham, who by this time had re* 
turned a full-blown young lady from Edinburgh 
to the Craiglands, in her walks round the village, 
often called at the cottage, and jocundly chatted 
with old Martha about WheeUe, as she still 
continued to call him ; and, at die time when 
the mastCT was employed as amanuensis on this 



letter, liab hkppmBi to txmt bt. Oh bang told 
lor ifhostk the letter was intended^ ste sitid, in her 
%ht tod sprightly "niiy^ ^ 6ite niy ooniplhxient8> 
and (toy I ittti stiU VaidH^, imd thbt he must do 
Ahe can to make hiib gte^t ^MiuRe soon, Oi: may- 
be ni change my mibd. Say, Fll no have him 
^unless he come in his oim coach and fi>ur.*^ 

The master was amiised with the freedom of 
^ phyM latde, and fitetally wrote doWn the 
meeen^ as it fcad been deliTeted, adding, from 
UtiMlf, by w«y of neWi^ ** William Ct^nnngham, 
'\m httfAi&t^ has goMieiiito t&eiunny, tarach to thfe 
giief and displeasure of his aunt, who regarded 
him as l3ie last of the male line of die family. As 
'ftr die Ldard,^ continued the mastet^ <^ he^s just 
dMnering^bont the doors hi his old way, with hi^ 
hands, as you first noticed, in his poudies ; but 
Ws li blamdeiss bodie, and «ince his last unereas^ 
by the renewed tacks of the Braehead, and the 
Loiqping-«tane ftrins, he has beai Very kind to 
the poof«««4ianng divided five load of victud 
among all the needM k the paxish.^ 

WhSie our hero was reading this ^istiie, Charleil 
i^erston chanced to call, and sldd, on hearing the 
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^jian^graphy-^for hd had now begun to ipeak with m 
. JQnglish acceiit,*^^^ Why^ this is &a^(eaa^gh:^ 

" HoQt, .Ch»rlie,''i seplied JUidrew, ^,' ye^kfsn 

, vexy wed ][ duret never eY&iiajfidiiQ^, Gr^jglap^^s 

9n]y divughter^y and ye may see through h^ INie- 

thers, that ahe^s ma^ong ^ &>qI o' me-rW» Itfj 

man-^Mary Ciuiiungbaofs. setting her c^a|tfifl\a 

soldier-officer in gold iace. The very sight of sic 

, a pyddopk as mo in the capacity 4^ n jo, wosid 

rgari her kick me owo: on my bade ifT, her tae^J^^ 

'' Liove is blind,^ relied Pierstan ; >^ and who 
knows but she may think you a likely. handscjaivR 
feUow.'' 

^\ If she did,^ cried Andrew, half. 8^p.ou«i^, 
^^ I would think her a terrible tawpy— and I^ 
sure I would as 9oon stick a rose in my bosom wi* 
a kailworm in\ as take the bpuniest lass th^i^ ejer 
was seen for my wife^ that could be guilty p" pqy 
sic havril fancy,^ . -, 

From the time that our hero had b^en invited 
to Sandyfcrd-house, Charles had renmrked a 
change in his deportm^i, for which he oouXd npt 
account, iVndrew never havii^ mentioned ^fher 
that drcumstance or the maaqgoerad^*. It.lwiv 
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bowe?W9 Ae ^Kn^t (^ praAicoig a ftdUdg '^ de« 
fiBVQDoe ta hijsl bpiui^y wliicli he could not ovcbtt 
ane. • Wylie'bdx&jhis tiiiUe^ gitily us ever^ 
Ixit'tliere wai^a 8e)£<H)injifiuBd, and a pkh iA some 
of Us ofaiervatiooiSy whidi fiegot a lecvpect that 
u&eott9ciously made Charl^ feel himself the '&!&• 
rioTy BH'i^pite pf all hin fashionable daah and figui^. 
Tfaia II^Kiig^ however^ was: ijQ3«ma:«d»with 'i^y- of 
that ia¥idioiia liUoyy vludi' tjie sto;^. s^noe -tf iiv- 
£sri<Nrity ooipiAdnly-jMlidt^s in mean and ^o^dUi 

miada; for Ifierfi^pn wasnatpraUyfiraHk^heartedf 
and there was scftaetbing m- the character of hia 
fiiend whidi} he liked, even while he could not re- 
strain his dispoi^tic^ to laugh 9kt him., 

Why a youth in Aiidvew'S station should have 
concealed fiom hia oompanicm the honour confei^ 
red <m him by Lord Sandyford, we shall not- at- 
tempt toXexplain* It may be that he thought 
Charles would suspect that he had been invited 
mcvd^: t^ makf amiiisement-^Hi humiliating oonsi* 
daratkaH*^r» perhaps, jud^ng.from the amU^ 
lious love of show in his friend^ he migN l^ppro-^ 
hend thit he^ would teaze him to procure bis 4id- 
missicm to the same fiudiionable parties. In either 
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eifle Utf tO^mee WES pradent ; taAifthetmohtt 
the laKtr ^wtudd^^on, it did credit to fait M^g»» 
dty. But)dibik4m«b«mifle8idgeet)iaiditi8qiiitt 
tt^ugb ibriu to itate the f«et $ tad ako^ tluttjBMt 
Miiie Mli^go^dimdmibfltaatialteiitooii bMt ko^wii 
to Iiifii8dlP> AsAtew $i»o as oardiilly tMffoMi 
ttimi Cbttrles the aiftoimt of the ^ctraoidbiAyy at* 
kry wbioh the JSarl htfd so geiieioudy oblftmed 
ftfliim. TMs drciimsta&cid occaaoned iHofslott) 
after tlie obMfratioii wbich we have quoted^ to 
mf^ ^ By the way, Andrew, you have neter tdd 
tte tihe alnottttt <^ < ^e wage,* an yoa eall k^ 
whidi has enabled yo^ to be so liberal to your 
grandmother'— How i&uch is it ?^ 

*^ It's no under a hundred poi;ftids,^ replied An* 
^brew, aj^arently in a careless man&tf , 
^< I doubt,'' said Charles, ^' if it do not greats 
ly exceed, the coadi and four wffl be long of eo« 
ming foiwutd.^ 

Andrew laughed, vnd said, *^ A plaick wf ase, 
Charlie, wUl aye gang as fiir as a {>0iuid^'^you*^ 
and Tm no fear't'** 

« True,'' cried PierStdU; « for I have »a 



Mavy CJunniagliffin to make me grip aad ga- 
ther*" 

^< Nov, Cbarlie,^ a^Eon exclaim^ Andieir, 4 
little pettisUy, ^^ I ditina like tfaat-*-*4ai I t9«Mt 
her 4Bqiud ye might oadt your joloed, but kTd'no 
H friend^s turn to tdl aie in that gait, that pov^ 
ty haa debairfed me fr(W looki]^ so high^ ^esi 
^ou^ I bad Wen a» Ifam and as i^otise ai 
yoioadL^ 

<< Upon my consdenoe,"^ tepliedPi«r«toii,laiigl^ 
lag, ^ I had no notion y« were 60 ftr gone. The 
Mlow^ honeaily and i^ply in love.^ 

Andrew y^dksied, and said shaiply, ^ An I 
ireie aae, which I atn not, ye might spare me 
your jeers, considering the impossibilities between 

!»,*• 

^f Poo, poo r cried Charles. '< Faint heart 
never won &ir lady,-— 4ind wit, which you do niot 
want, both in the etratagema of lovn and war^ is 
worth a well^tnnied leg.^ 

^^ Wfaa taught you to pioverb sae gHbUy th« 
auldtale o' Beauty and the Beast ?"" said Andrew, 
not Aapleased by tiM obseryation. ^ But, Char'^ 
fie, to make an aid o\ a^ debate on the «u1^eet| 
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ye^U really oblige me by never speaking^ o^ Mary: 
Cuiminghain ; for ye ken as well as I do, that no 
lasde would be so free wi^ ony young lad, if* she 
had the least spunk of affection for him.'' 

" Well, well,'' exclaimed Pierston, ". but get 
twenty thousand pounds as fast. as ye can, and 
the9 away to the Craiglands, where, if ye speak 
auld erabbit Miss Mi^y ^i VH bet; ten to one 
that there have been more hopeless speculation^ 
than, your chance with Mary." 

Andrew made no answer for some time to this, 
but sat pursing his mouth for about a minute, 
when be said, ^^ She wouldna tak me wi' twenty 
thousand pounds, and that^s mair than I can noo 
hope for.*" 

'*- Noo r cried Charles, *^ why noo ?— -what 
has hapi^ned to make the likelihood les^ than it 
was?" ' 

Andrew had alluded, in his own mind, 1y> the 
termination of all farther hope and expectancy 
with Lord Sandyford ; but not c^ooidng to ez- 
fbin himself, he siud carelessly, '^ Atweel, I 
dinna ken what ftit I d^^uld think mysel le^s 
likeljir noo than before, of getting twenty thousand 

8 
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pounds,^— *«nd with this observatioii the interview 
ended. 

.Pierston, however, paid but little regard to the 
injunction with respect to Mary Cunniogham; 
on the contrary, he took every oppartunity of 
rallying Andrew more and more. And an event 
had already taken place, that was calculated to 
verify some of the jocular predictions which he 
w» in the |«actice of sporting on *? subject. 
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CHAPTER X- 



INMGHTk 



On the Sunday following, after the coaaversa- 
tion described in the preceding chapter, CharleB 
Pierston called again on his friend, and, with a 
look pr^nant with merry mischief, said, on en* 
tering, ^^ Now, Andrew, ye must promise no to 
he angiy with me, and 111 tell you news. Maiy 
Cunningham^s in London. Her brother has been 
wounded in one of the late battles, and she^s come 
up, with Miss Mizy, to nurse him ; for he^s not 
in a condition to be removed to Scotland*^ 

To have judged by the expression of our heroes 
countenance, it would not have been thought that 
he receiyed any pleasure from these tidings ; for 
he looked confused, and his colour went and 
Pfune, 



^ Poor Winy CaiiBiiigfcuii,^ aid lie, ^ "was a 
dever iratBi>.hearted csHml I^m soRy ftr Ml 
hatt, vnA I hojNS it^s no deadly.^ 

^ But Mary is gtornn most beautifiil,^ said 
Pierstoii waggishly. ^^ Sh6 dined with lier aunt 
at lEtkj tmde^s yestmlay^ Lord^ Andrew, man, 
but yeH get a prise an ye get ber ! Ske inqtdred 
'^Wf kindly fer yon ; and I promised to let you 
know where they are in lodgings, fer she eaipetts 

- "^1 hae no oeeasionj^ said Andrew, with ^teat 



•' ** Why, you simpleton, hate yon no regard for 
foiaSt eld sdlool-^fbllow ? X have dome on purpioM 
^is^smoming to take you with me. Cuntaingtute 
wfB%e glad to see you ; and Miss Misy herself 
bade me say, that she has long forgiTm ibe de^ 
viby o- the pyet'*. 

<^ And I hae fei^ven her, tdo,^ relied Aflh 
drew ; <^ for ic Wfti oitt o' that I gM the fifty IPsalms 
byheittt.^ 

" And oat of that you atid Mary Cnnwitig'bam 
1^ in love beUbad the head«it<^e> ye kdow^^'^t^ 
Charles, laughing. 
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'f in t^joxL irhft i< is, Charlie; PiewtM,** 
said ^drew seriously, ^^ I dinna like this daft 
nonsense of yours ; and T,m B\ae Miss Cunnii^-; 
hain would be yera angry, if she heard youxlaver 
in that gait about her. So say no more about it, 
unless ye want to pick a quarrel wi' me, whidi I 
fxa sure and certain ye hae 90 intent to do.^ 

" P, very ^ell 1" exclaiimed Pierston; " if you 
flqn^t like to hear o't, Tm sure it's np business of 
mine ; but Miss Cunningham is a fine spHrited 
girl, and if you donH mak^ haste,,she11 be )»ken 
out of your hands.^ • 

" This is wicked havers, Charlie,'? cried An- 
drew, in a short and shrill peevish accent, as if 
he had been pricked with, needles. ^^ I'm iji no 
condition 0' life to even; mysel to her, and^tliat 
jsfaould cork your gab. But, howspinever, FU be 
gHd to go with you to see Willy ; and I hope his 
sister may be opt^ for sh^'s 9s thoughtless as 
yoarsd, and ne'er dev^i)}s jeering me." 

^^ Then come with me \ and if she should be 

out," said Piarston dryly, << yell be able to have 

more talk with that amiable creature> aunty 
Mizy.** 



;. ^' DelTs in tbe fidlow, I would as soon mee£ 
vi** a pow-bead in my pomdge at ony tiioEie, as wp 
die aiild x:ed«neblnt rtint^^ said Andrew, somewhat 
restoied to good-humour, as he prepared Iiimse^ 
to go out with Charles. 

Pieniton pretended to remturk, that he seemed 
to take a little more pains than usual with his ap- 
pearanoe, and said, ^^ Dear me, Andrew, surely 
ye never intend to call on such ladies in that old- 
fbshioned style? I thought by this time you would 
have dianged y4)iir tailor, and had a more spruce 
eoat for Sunday. 

^^ What's the matter wi' this coat, Charlie?^ 
sakl our hero pawkily, thinking of the parties 
where it had been often worn with far more con« 
sidaration than many of the most &shionaUe 
thece.-^^' There'^s no ae ste^ broken. Na, na^ 
I allow mysel but ae hew coat in the year, and 
this maun, serve finr six months yet.^ 

Fierston, who was well aware of the original 
penury of Andrew^s circumstances, and tei^pected 
the firmness of his chariU^r, did liot push hi»' 
raillery faii^eroh his i^pjearance and dress. Hlld 
he, however, been acquainted with the actual 



amount of l^s me^ne, ha 'TOid4 ]kAv« dsepmi 
l|ip 1^1 01^ <3f the p?^ «€vd^ 

J» ibcor W4f ta .CMBj^i^ctfiei^s lodgibogs, he m« 
fi^pid^ )m t]^ ]^ wi(d« ifttaided to plaoe^himc 
in business on his own acoount^. Md hoped dM 
Wk ti«a^ he j»%ht' hlKV« it w Idii power fxk be. of 
wae iise iof Jl^^einf. Thei€ was both piide mi 
ldiEM}»ess in thiJi ; hi^ eipr hero ftit only the wtaaaAi 

Ii^ thit sQirt of (^iiv^^rsa^acsn thej leoehed Sodu 
viUe^str^et, ^&s», th^ fonncl the Cunmx^hnvtt 
in the second floor of the same house where Moe^i 
daunt lodjg^d. ]^^tPii was a. Utile mortified to 
fii|d theopi 90 £ir aloft» wd bbmed ^^ the faainiii|p 
bei^r ^ Mi/as Mi^ ; aUegiog thai iit was nniM?* 
^;pf p0c^e c^ didbr fortune to be so meanly jm^- 
OQi^ipc^at^ Andlrew, wkhout. disaentis^ ficom. 
1|^ oppienj. wap pleased with the dieumstaiioe ;. 
because, by his. acqnaintamce with Metthusttt, it 
gKv:^ 1^ m opportnnity of bemgiadii^eetly seen^ 
aa H.w<»re^ bj Maxj Cunningham^ on a vantage 
IpMWl. ^UKt he could not eithenEise have so easily 
ri^lic^ed And with a view to ifaia^ wiole he sent 



up stairs before liii% h^ slkepf^ iat» tie 
drawing-rcKHQ, ifhss^ Mardaunt wafi» ^ ^: ^isast 
Atfmgy e^gi^ed oh soo^ papers ^^wnecskd idth 
the «iraageiiiqat& foi: ^li^ manJ^9 ^cli wai te 
take plaq^in tfa^'otiurg^ f)f tJiQ ^^wing tmlu. 

M^^^dat^t, x^c^ a^nptotti^ti of <^il9 hero^ adk 
dbresa and discoispm^ w«f ^ajuied 19' db^. u^tteDsi 
If ih^ happy €#V^ of hls/jfen^wiicmee m^ Sk 
Tb<m»9 x^o&i^ l^vMh ike gp^atefiik pleasure, 
sayyig^ ^ l <jon4d« «y8i^ Wjfjie, so miich »- 
defaHed to you^ thiit | hfg ]fo« wQI <a9u»t me 
apQycmg your- &i^d;ift; a^^^iii^^ ^. ao^ tbie you 
cm l^fmJ^ wt i^ whsA w^ 1^ la in my power to 
sfTve y^u, I tfu&t $pd. e?^Me>@t }Soa mEL daim ^ 
fi^J^iJmiMit of 4ia pronrise^'" 

At suob^ 1^ ilopie, abd when Aniioe^vv' troa'on die 
pomlr of vi8i<j!i|g Marf €ilBim9gltam, dik asm* 
raOiQe fapie to hmi Kk« aaajtogpSrii^ aic; and he 
B9iAf Whenever the time anived dat iie might 
goiato bu^o^sB bn hi^ own accouht,^ he #ould taiee 
thftfi^eediw of theli Applying to faiin. 

Mo]?dapmt on this reitl^mted faia'pxoBiise^'aiiii 
dfi^^ed'^^ ke akoidd. aot only; lisve him fori 
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client^ but that he wbtild liever lose a pf oper oc« 
cafiion to speak of his merits tod abilities. 

Andrew, with this assurance of prosperity in 
hereafter, left' Mordaunt, and with a light foot 
mounted iibe stairs to the sitting-^room above, 
where^ knocking with his knuckle, he wiEus imme- 
diatdy admitted by Marjr Cunningham herself. 
Gharles Pierstdn was in the room with her^ and it 
was evident, from the escessive inteijeotions of 
joy' ^th which she received him, that they had 
been contriving some mirthliil sidutation. But 
although, in the first momait of meeting, this 
was {Aainfy the^case, there was in her manner, al- 
most immediately after, a soitiment of unaffected 
pleasure towards ^him, of a more moderate^ bnt^ 
deeper kind ; and she tr^ted him with something 
very like that theerftd and. ptire affection which ; 
subsists between a brother and a sister. She ex<- ' 
pressed her (Batisfacdon thathe had been so for- 
ttuiate io obtain the good will of his master, and 
spoke to him .of the love and interest which his - 
gjrandmother shewed to him, and of h^ honest 
pride at every little token of his affectiotL But' 
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^ere 'wbb sotnetlm^ like a feeling t>f cdndesceiii^ 
idoii in this kindness, that he liked less than her 
banter. And though more put out of countenance, 
he was yet much better pleased, when she re- 
minded him of several little village anecdotes, and 
described his' ludicrous appearance behind the 
tombstone conning his Psahhs. 

But this momentary embarrassment was relie- 
ved by the entrance of Miss Mizy, who came out 
ei Cunningham^s bed-room with an air of procS- 
•gious donsequendality, addressing herself with a 
mmplSr to l^rston, who could with difficidty keep 
his grtivity, while she glanced askanee at our 
hero, is on a creature of kn inferior order of beings. 
Many things had occurred io convert Andrew-)s 
dislike of Miss Mizy^s superciliousness into con- 
tempt ; and with a degree of nonchalance that nei* 
iher Mary nor Pierstoh could withstand, he s^d, 
** Hi dear ! Miss Mizy,' but yeVe looking auld 
l&e-^I conildna hae thought that in sae short a 
time there would hae been sic a change.^ 
• Tlie 'elderly gentlewoman did not well know 
what reply to make to this most irrev^ent salii- 
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tfttixm ; bat at last ske said, tartly, '^ Ifs no tke 
case wf thee, WheeUe, for tkotfs jtut the same 
wee blacky Hike taed as wbenyouleft the Staieyv- 
holm.'' 

^^ Ay, Miss Mizy,'' said A]dbew, ^^ neitSier y<m 
nor me can help our looks. We're baith made 
by the hand of God, and the art o' man camia 
mend us." 

'^ Thou was aye a sorrowfii' laddie^'' cried Miss 
Mizy, both nettled and diyerted l^ this address^ 
for, with all her acrid humour, she was not isflen- 
riUe to the influence of Andrew's drollery. ^^And 
d^ey would need lang spoons that supwi'thede^ 
-— -HowsomeTer, I'm glad to see thee looking aae 
weel,andtofaearo'tiiyweel--doing." Andshe^dien 
proposed that Andrew should adjourn to see his 
old school-fellow. 

Time, which had not improved the diarms of 
Miss Misy, had wrought a great diange on Cun- 
ningham* He was grown into a fine manly figure, 
and his profession had brought out and oon&med 
the bold and dedsive features of his character. 
His wound, faoweyer, confined him to his couch^ 
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and lie caeHA only Vdeome' Andrew irith a ge< 
BfiBpm dhake of die Tiand y exprc sBing his wi* 
uDzaCifltL At the unduRMDed fomriicitT of Us ap^ 



. Mazy, who had aoconipsBded oixr hero into her 
brother''s apartment, still harping on the old theme, 
reminded them of the pyet-plot, and joked with 
Andrew on the loss of his first love, Maggy. 

Exp^ence of the world, the freedom, it may 
be the licentiousness of a military life, had given 
Cunningham a knowledge of womankind above 
his years, and he looked sharply for a moment at 
his sister, in such a manner as brought a blush 
into her cheek that spread over her neck and bo^ 
som ; nothing, however, farther passed, — for the 
necessity that Cunninghan^ was under, on account 
of his wounds, of remaining undisturbed, obliged 
them to leave the room, and return to that in 
wbidi Miss Mizy and Pierston were sitting. An- 
drew did not resume his seat, but nodding a good 
morning, moved to go away. In turning round, 
his eye caught several cards on the mantle-piece ; 
and, aJnong others, he observed an invitation. 
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sticking ostentatioiisly belund the glass, from his 
friend the Duchess of Dashingwell ; but he said 
nothing. The moment, however, that he got into 
the street, he contrived to shake off Fierston, and 
went immediately to pay his respects to her Grace. 
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CHAPTER XL 



STBAIAGEMS. 



Anoeew, j&om their first meeting, had conti- 
nued a great favourite with the Duchess ; but hft- 
ving, from motives of delicacy towards Lord and 
.Lady Sandyford, abstained firom the parties of 
their friends, her Grace began to wonder what had 
become of him, and his reception, in consequence, 
was unusually free and cordial. After the buoyr 
in<7 and gladdenings of her joyous welcome h«d 
subsided, she requested that he would make a 
point of coming to her ball-*-the same to which 
Miss Cunningham and her aunt were invited. 

^^ 111 do that, my Leddy Duchess, with the 
greatest pleasure,^ was his answer ; ^^ for there^s 
a young lady frae the same country^de wi** me, 
that I understand is likely to be there.^ 
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*^And pray who is thatP^ cried her Grace» 
looking a little slyly» and not a little surprised at 
the reason. 

^* Miss Cunningham,^ vas the reply, and there 
was a degree of diffidence in the tone in which it 
was said, that srill more excited the curiosity of 
the Duchess, who immediately exdaimed,— 

** On my conscience, Wylie, you are a man 
of infinite taste, as well as jest. She is very beau* 
tifiil, and possesses an air of life and fiisUon un<* 
common' for a eotmtiy girl.^ 

^ 8he*s weel enough an she be gude,^ said Alih 
dtew, half blushing ; aad, with an affected simpli* 
city, seemingly intended to parry the mirthfid 
malice which he saw her Grace was mustering for 
an assault, but in reality to myeigle her into his 
interests ; for he knew that the open imd blidie 
heartiness of her fisposition would, if once en«> 
gaged on his side, make Httle scruple in setting 
him off to the best advantage. 

" Why, Wylie,"* dbe exclaimed, *« how long 
have you known Miss Cunningham r* 

** O, ever since we were bairns.^ 

*^ Bairns !* cried the Duchess. 

" It's a perfect truth,'' replied Andrew ; " her 



hAet was the Laird, and Vra but a cotta/s son 
*^io I wouldna hae you fhacjr, beeatiae I should 
be glad to meet Miss Cunningham at your ball, 
tiuit I hae <»y odier motive dian the pleasuie of 
seeing an old aoquaintaneei''^ 

*^ If aay other bdng than youfs^,^ cried ik€ 
Duchess, ^^ hod said s^, I might peffaaps have 
liatf belieired him — ^but I know you too well^ 
Wylie — my eousin Mordaunt has told me what 
jiou haw done tat him, and that Sandyfoitl writes 
you have more skill in the cottimon kw of human 
nature^ than aU the twdve judges have of the 
hiws of the land-»HSO no going alxmt the bush with 
nie^-^I See you ste m lore with Miss Cimningham 
—that's the perfect truth* 

^^ Weel, my Leddy Duchess, an I shonld be 
sae, I catina help it«-die eat may lodk at tlie 
King^^ replied our hero. ^^ But ifs ae things 
your Grace, for a man to admire, and another 
thing for a woman to admfre ; and it's no reason- 
aUb to^ ^expect that ever Miss Cimningham would 
have any thing more than the kindly condescen^ 
sion of an old ftiend towards me.*" 
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** Now, Wylie," said the Duchess, in a firmer 
tone, and with a steady countenance, while her 
eye playfully sparkled, ^^ I have a great mind to 
be angry. How dare you, in this cunning mannier, 
try to make me your confidant ? for you know very 
well, ihaifc a. woman once isi the secret of a lover, 
must needs take n part. I see through your drift, 
friend; you think if you could get the hacking of 
^ Duchess it might further your suit.^ 

" Your Grace," cried Andrew, interruptii^ 
her, ^* ij9 cutting far before the point I nerer 
had oay sic thought, my Leddy Duche&s ; and I 
think, considering who I am, and what Miss Cxxor 
ningham is, we have sported in this matter a wee 
thought ower muckle.*** . 

It can scarcely be questioned that her Grace 
was Tight in her conjecture, and that Andrew was 
actuated by a wiish to lessen, in the oj^on of hi* 
mistress, the disparity which he felt, so deeply ; 
but that he shoujld have presumed to suppose a 
lady of the Duche^l^s rank would eyerbelnrought 
to take any interest, or to feel any sympathy in 
his case, at fircit sight appears highly ridiculousi. 
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He ha^ however, seen enough of the world to 
\noWj Aat below a certain degree the great make 
no. distinctions of rank; and that the Laird of 
Craiglands^ daughter and the cojttar'^s son, consi- 
dered from such an elevated pinnacle of nobility as 
that of her Grace, would seem to stand on no 
v«ry striMng inequality either of i^ank or condition. 
-Besides, he .was fidly aware that the fiuniliarity 
with which he had' been always treated l^ the 
Duchess, had entirely stifled any sentiment which 
the humbleness of his birth might, perhaps, in an 
earlier stage of their intercourse, have occasioned 
to his disadvantage. But whether we are at^bu- 
ting to him more machiavelism than he really 
practised, or ascribing to the Duchess more dis- 
oenmiaEit than she possessed, it is caiiain that the 
result was in consonance with what we hiive sta*. 
ted;ofboth; for h^r Grace found herself uxesist- 
iUy. engaged ih-his behalf; and from this, con- 
versation, after leaving the Duchess, he seemed 
to be animated with a new spirit, the first mani- 
i^sslMon of whidi was in ordering a new suit of. 
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clothes, with strict injuticticHis to make fhimi of 
the very finest cloth, and in the neatest maaner 
possible^ and a little more in the fashion than tll6 
cut of those he always vot^, whic^ were the exact 
counterpart of the suit he had origuudly brought 
from Stoneyholm. 

In this new suit, on the night appointed, he 
made his appeacance at the ball. The DadlmNy 
with that sharp eye wUch the ladies alwifys imvi i» 
the appearance of the gentlemen, saw, at the finbt 
^ance^ the change in his garb ; and said, diat tim 
suspected Miss Cunningham's interest and inflow 
enoe had been already beneficial to his tailor. At 
thatmomenH Mary was annonaced, and enteeddthe 
room, leaning on the aim iif her annt. In apprbaeh- 
ing towards the Dudiess, die was so startled 9^ 
•s^ing Andrew at her Grace's side, and on tema 
of such familiarity, that she bedlime confostd^JaM 
Mushed, and seemed utterly at a loss to express 
the few shnple common-places requisite for the oe^ 
casion. 

The ke^n-i^ghted Duchess saw her oonfiiskti) 
and gave Andrew a pindb between the shoulders ; 
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%^ey inth W wonted urbaaity, fihe ludd, *^ My 
ndear Miw Cunningliain, I am so rgoiced you are 
eome ; finr my tAeaad Mr Wylie here has beeii be- 
aeechiiig me to get him a partner for the n^t 
dance^ so earnestly, that I was dziren to py wit's 
end. He is such a creature, that unless he ob- 
tains one of the yery finest women wheroTer he 
§0B8^ he will hot dance at alL^ 

Mias Misy, who. dnxing this speech had reoog. 
wA Andrew^ stooped forward and pried, as it 
wcKy into his fiice, with such eumus a|nasemenf> 
that lie could with difficulty keep his gri|vity, 
while he said, '^ Dear me, AGss Misy, is that you P 
I thought your dancing days weze past."^ 

^' I declare,^ cried Mias Mirjr, turning round 
to her niece, and stretdung herself up into the 
most lofty posture of consequentiality, ^' it's that^ 
trhitlwat WyUe f! 

Mary by thia time bad a little reoovered the 
'ODiotaon of her first surprise ; and while she clung, 
as it were, alarmed, to her aunt, in passing from 
d» Budiess die said^ ^ Whedia, Fll be as {dain 
as Vm pleaeant^-^^aind you^e no to ea^ct me to 
dance with you.*^ 
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" If 8 ycra weel o^ you, Miw Mary/* replied 
Andbrew, pawkily, ^^ to tak the first woido^ flytb^; 
but fe should first ken. whether ye're^ come up to 
j»y mark or. no;!" 

. Mary Htc her lips and blushed. There was a 
confidence in this iietort that made her fed the in- 
feriority of her femmiae bravery v and, for the first 
time, she was affected with an indesmbiiUe tm- 
^barrassment towards Aiidrew. He, howeves, con- 
tinued at her side ; and as he was weU aequaiiited 
with many of the most distinguished guests, Miss 
Mizy was deli^bybedf tliey had falien in with faim; 
for, unaccustomed to bige and general cdmpanies, 
she was peculiarly susceptible to that disagreeable 
feeling of insignificance which the unknown mul* 
dtudes of London untformly awaken in strangera 
from the country. 

. When Andrew had paraded thorrooaa with 
them for some time, andtCi^oyed his ovatiMi, he 
inquired of Mary if she was really ^disposed to 
dance^. saying, '^ I ken veraweel diat ye dimia 
like ta hae sic a wee smytdl^ o^ a partner as ine ; 
bui,.for aiild lang syB% 111 get you apa^tnerJ > 
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By this time the lady^s piide was a little co wed, 
and she hesitated in her answer. 
' f^ Oh,'* said Andrew, " yeneednabie on any ce- 
remony wf me ; for, in tmth^ I never dance ; so 
I'll let you aff for the partnership of her Grace's 
makinir*'^ 

^ There was something in the manner in which 
das: was said^ and in the look whidh accompanied 
tlie words, tliat brought the crimson into Misfli 
JGanningham's fi^e. 

^ << What are ye saying P^ exclaimed Miss Mizy^ 
t)bse)rving the collision of her niece, 

^^ Oh^ naething,'' replied Andrew, ^^ but that 
in get Miss Mary another partner, which wiU 
jteaTe me free to dance the Scotch measure or the 
Blackamoor's jig wi' you, Mis& Mizy^. Eh ! what 
a wonder it will be to a' the company to see you 
and me loupifi^ and ffingii^ like ^ witches in 
*AUow<ay Kirk T And after these words he. scud, 
d^fiom ihem thriH^h the'Cr^f d, towards a young 
nobleman with whwibewas acquainted, e^aUyre^ 
littsdkable fer the beauty of bis person, his sel^con* 
cdt, ifod AiSit^m uiider«tai«^iBDig^andinqii^^ 
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yfofold dance vidi Miss Cuxomigliaii}. Mary's ap- 
pearance had by this time attracted the attention of 
all the men ; and Lord IMmpleton, ddSghted with 
the proposal, immediatdy went widt Andrew, and 
was introduced to the ladies* 

In choosing such a partner, it is not to be doabt^ 
ed that Andrew had oooooderation fi)r faia Lord- 
sfaip's endowments ; for in the seketioi^ faepaida 
compliment to the discernment of his mietrese ; 
with whom, according to the estitnate he had ftnib* 
ed of her judgment and sense, he judged tiiat liei- 
ther the rank nor the personal a^^eaianee &t the 
yoong Baron would haite ijny pcejudieial iafln^ice 
on hia own prete&sidns*---pre1^n6ion6 for the first 
time felt on that erening. . 

Nothing dse particahirly occmrred dot^ the 
remainder of the ni^t. Thetwt^ladies^^onaceomul 
of Cunningham^s illnees, retired early ; attd next 
day, when Andrew ealled^. Mary was cool and dis* 
tant towards him ; while her aunt, on theetmlra- 
ry, reectred him wii& marked attention, eap i c s s ^ 
ii^ her wonder and surprise to haTO Ibimd hte 
sndia £iypurite among ao many of the aahility^ 
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Bat aH the {Measure ho derived firem thb allured 
maanexs of Mk£r Miiy wae far itioT^, tba^ overba- 
Jaaced by the cold decorum ofMaiy ; for he pei^ 
oeited than ii^raathe result of some aearetr^ee*- 
tioni aai!kl that the ohailge was not} fkyoiirsl>le to bin 
indbes. la ooe respect, however, it was not dh^ 
couraging; for it seemed to imp]^ that she no 
longer considered the difference in their condition 
an insunnoiintable obstacle to the gratification of 
those wishes, which he had now seriously began 
to entertaia.. 

During thexemainder of the tune that the Cun- 
mngbams stayed in London,. Andrew frequently 
called^ but noalten^cm took place in the studied 
reserve of Mary ; nor did he appear in any instance 
to presume one step farther than he had been ac- 
customed to take. Towards Miss Mi^, however, 
his behaviour had evid^itly entirely idtered. He 
took every importunity of soothing her humour, 
and fliittering her in all the tenderest and most 
vuhierahle puts of her character, till she was tho- 
rongUy persuaded that he was (me of the wisest 
and aMwt discerning of maiddnd — an opimon 



118 CHAPTER XI. 

whieh she peremptorily asserted whenever Mary 
tiffected in his absence to ridicule his person or 
mafUiers ; adding to the assertion an emphatic pre- 
dictiouy. that she was sure he wotdd be ordained 
Lord Mayor of London ; for he was in a fiir more 
likely road to the post than WUttington when 
greeting wi"* his cat in his arms. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



THE FQBEST* 



Foe some time after tlie Cunninghams left 
London, nothing particular occurred to our hero. 
He attended his duty as usual at Chambers, and 
frequently the parties of his fashionable friends. 
The marriage of Mordaunt took place at the time 
appointed ; and, in addition to a renewal of his pro- 
mise to give Andrew his business when he commen* 
ced on his own account. Sir Thomas Beauchamp 
himself assured him that he might likewise count 
him among his friends, and claim his best offices as 
soon as diey could be of any use. But no incident 
gave him morepleasurethan aletter from Lord San- 
dyfind, requesting him to come to Qhastington-hafi 
for a few days — ^an invitation which Mr Ydhim 
cheerfully allowed him to accept.. 
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The object which the Earl had in view in wish- 
iiig to see him, was with rrference to a settlement 
which he intended to make on the Countess, but 
which, for some reason that he never explained^ he 
wished to be kept secret even from VeUum. 

Andrew was .nev^ fond of trltvdOing post ; nor 
was he more satisfied with the perilous Telocity of 
stage-coaches. In his jaunt to Chastington-hall 
he therefore reisolved to take his own way ; ac- 
eordifigly ^ in* the afternoon of tibe first day V jour- 
ney, as he intended to sleep that night «t die seat 
of M<»daunt, to whose happiness he had so essen* 
tially Contribttted, he left the eoach in wfaicii hb 
eafifte from London, and walked forwaxd alone ; 
bis pcflrtmantua being, with many injunctiokis, en* 
trusted to the care of the guard, to be left at the 
Sandyfi)rd^an»-H;h6 publio^faouse at the Parkw 
gate of Chastingtph-hall. 

His toad lay through an open fbrest, ahmg the 
bottom of a range of hills beatttifially covered widi* 
yerditre; but exoq>t where here and there sprinkkd 
with sheep, tib^ were lonely and silent The fyai'^ 
tastic ibnna of nbm^ of the old trees were oaleula* 
ted to awaken roiaanttofimcies ; while the pastoral 
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Cra&qiiiUily of the hUk had a ir^iopiilbetic infliif* 
sues on.tha rnind^ and dbpoiod die paadxig fn^ 
TeUer to soxoethiiigUke a sense of aire. 

As Andrew iris onward plodding his solitaijr 
way^ he happened^ m ene of the tMckestpaxliS of 
the wood, to obserre a troop of gipaito en^afliiped 
^ the^foel of a spadous oak, to a bnmdi of which 
thi^ J^ fastened.ajrope that suspembd their ket» 

^v^Has ^»jw»» ^#w^^F v^^a^^^B w^ ^vaaw^n^vA*' ^^a^Hifca a^^ ^^p t^ iM^^^ w^Kv^^y^^y v^^^V^ 

aneestzcss, aa she. seemed^ of the whole gaiig$ 
Vaa aeated near the kettle, eiideaYOiiniig.with her 
nauth to blow iuto flaioe a fisw stidsa uo& splin^^ 
teirs which she had pkoed tindec it ; at her 
side stood a^ knayjah.Uack^eyed iircfaiii peeUng 
osdoits; while at soioe diatanee a jmDgBt&oMk^ 
the ttother of the boy, waspJcking the feathna 
fiom a goose that had been aodssed that moiniiig 
froQitbeflock of Jnsdce ^kocksoii Crandeifield^eQni^ 
i&m, Achildabout twebre months oldwas^standing 
neertbe gtandawth^iiira wattled ftame^somewhat 
like a £)Wl-bask^ in shqpe, bait widiottt top or bot^ 
torn ; eome tea or e d^en yards ftrthcr ofFky a 
siidut Utfevoitfed young Bian, m ragged r^gisn^ 
ds^ JkBleep on the gitwid, bis headztstingon the 
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root of a tree ; while an old churl was engaged in 
unloading a rude cart, from which an ass had been 
unyoked that a sturdy lad was dra^^png by a hair 
tether towards a richer rug of grass and herbage 
than covered the spot where they had fixed Aeir 
temporary domicile. 

Andrew, who had no great aflBsction for va^ 
grants of any kind, was not at all comfortidbk 
when he discorered these, and tried to walk has- 
tily and soMy past them ; but the boy who .was 
peeling the onions happened to discover him, and 
was at his side in a moment, most pathetically im^ 
ploring charity. Our hero affected not to notion 
him, but hastened on, which quickened the boy> 
importunity to such a degree that it could be no 
longer rensted. It happened, however, that An* 
drew had no smaller change than silver ; and in 
his trej^dation, mistaking half^i-crown for a pen- 
ny^'pieoe, astonished the beggar by his liberality. 
The ^psy, in a transport of joy, returned shou^ 
ing to headquarters, and to the horror of An- 
drew, who gave a hurried badcward g|lance, the 
whole gang were assembled round the boy^ and 
looking towards him. ^^ They will think me,^ said 
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faeto faimsdf, ^^ made of money, and tbeyll poi'^ 
sue and murder me.^ The thought lent wings to 
hisihedB, and the moment that a, turn of the wdod 
concealed hun &om the yievof the gi^es, he ran 
at fall speed till he was oiit tif breath. 

By the time, he had recoyered the immediate 
effects of Ms race, the sun had decUi&ed to the ho« 
ii2on, and the skies, widi that uncertainty of wee- 
dier which prevails ii^ the fail of the year; were 
douded and dyercast No haUtation was in sight ; 
and as the road had proved more long and lone- 
ly, to say nothing of the gipfties, than was expect- 
ed, he began to fear he was d^tined to.be over* 
taken by the. night. ' This was not at aH^a com- 
fortable apprehension, nor was it^cheered by a "flash 
of lightning, slowly Allowed by deep and mutt^- 
ing thunder that grumbled heavily behind "Ane 
hiHs. 

'* What shail I do if tibe rain comes on before 
I get to bi^t land ?^ said our disconsolate adven« 
tmrer^ eyeing the ifireatening heav^as. The lights 
tting flashied«ii Ms face^ and the thunder instant^ 
ly rallied such a pial, that^he ran cowering along 
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an if ilie vault and nftcrs of tlie skies were tttmi 
bliig about hk esaars. 

This fiudden clap was immediiBtdy suoceedecE 
by large ^bopa of rain. 

On the one side Andrew beheld only die d$xk^ 
eemg h^, fawre and dreary; and on die otber, the 
forest, ftdl of fimtastie shapes and shadows. 

The l^glilnsBg grew mere feequeat, and the 
thunder rolled leuder and louder. The whok 
welkm was filled with blackness, and the gloom of 
iriigfat inTested every object long befinre the nata<^ 
ral tune. Still, however, the rain held fjS^ ex^ 
eept an occasional soattezingirf. broad and heavy 
drops, which indicated with wh^ a deluge the 
clouds were loaded. 

There was no tune for reflection, but only for 
is^eed ; and as Ajidrew hastoned on^ he di8<»>vBr« 
ed, by the frequent gleams of the lightning,. that 
die forest was left behind, that the hiUs receded, 
and that his road lay across, an eacteiignre oooiihon. 
This circumstance did not in iitedf disturb ham v 
but soon after, he fomd that he had strayed, ftem 
the path And was wiAing on di^ grass. He tried 
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to regain the road ; but in doubt whether it lay 
on the right or the left, in the search he went still 
^ more and more astray ; and the rain beginning to 

f descend in torrents, his heart sunk within him. 

In this juncture he discovered, by a gleam of light- 
ning, a large tree at some distance ; and impelled 
^ by the immediate instinct which the rain awaken- 

ed, he forgot the danger of such a shelter in such 
a stonn, and ran towards it. Scarcely, however, 
iiad he taken twenty steps when, in the miditt of 
a feweful flash, ibe tree was riven into splinters by 
athwi^bolt 
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CHAPTER XIIl. 



HOSPITALITY. 



- AvDBEw, for some time after the tree bed 
been shivered into splinters, stood like a statue. 
Drenched to the skin, and astray, he had iio alv 
temative, when he recovered from his constema- 
ticm, but to walk straight forward. He had not, 
however, advanced many paces till he found his 
perplexity increased, and his feet bewildered among 
rushes and sedges, and environed with the perils 
of a morass. - Perhaps his fears augmented the 
danger, and it was only the effects of the heavy 
and sudden rain that he mistook for a marshy 
but the water deepened when he attempted to ad^ 
vance, and he was glad to retrace his steps. 

8 
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CompUtely wet, and almost overwKehned by 
despair, he quitted the borders of the morasiS,' 
and with a' sort of instinctive, or rather irrational, 
precipitancy, he ranfirom it, till he was again 
stopped by the noise of a river before him, so Joud 
that he cotdd not but fear it was deep, strong, 
and rapid, swollen, as it was, into Any by the tor- 
rents from the hills. 

This was even, he thought, more appallihg than 
the oak shivered by the lightning ; and under an 
inunediate press^ of despair in the inotaient, he 
sat down upon a stone, which he afterwards de- 
scribed as the head and comer-stone of his suf- 
ferings in that night 

He had not been long seated, when he disco^ 
vered a light at some distance. It was low, dim, 
and red ; but it was to him like the hospitable 
eye of a friend, and he rose and walked cautious- 
ly tol^ards it. In a short time he found himself 
again in the forest, and' stiU the fight was beam-* 
ing and alluring" him forward ; and the rain ha- 
ving passed off, he felt, although dtipping with 
wet, more and more confidence as he advanced. 

VOL. H. F 
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As he walked in a straight line, his path was 
rugged and uneyen, ^nd in ixiany places inter- 
rupted with brambles, through which, however, 
he resolutely farced his way, afeaid, if he deviated 
to the one side or the other, he might lose sight 
of the light By this constancy of perseveranc(^, 
in the oaurse of a short -time he reached near 
enough to see that it was a fire, around which ^ 
yeral persons, men, women, and children, were 
seated ; and pressing still on, he at length disco- 
vered a stew-kettle hanging fsmi ja. bough, and 
recognized his old acquaintances the gipsies. 
. This recognition did not at first produce any 
very agreeable emotions ; but the horrors of the 
thunder-storm had somewhat changed hia mood. 
He vras cold, and weary, and wet. He was also 
not altogether free from the pains erf hiinger. The 
fire burned brightly ; the flames flickeringly climb- 
ed the sides of the pot, as if they would have 
gladly tasted its savoury contents, that fumed in 
a streamy vapour to the boughs ; while the ^p- 
sies around were drying their ri^s at the fire, and 
smiliiig cheerfully tooneanother^ their sparkling 
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^es a)Sd brightemng fi^es giving an assurance of 
innocent thoughts find free dispositions. 

The boy, wlio had wan the half-crown, was the 
fifst who discerned Afadrew ; and coming hasti- 
ly forwaird, immediately recognized him. Danger 
h'anl'taugbt dux. hero address, and before the boy 
Had time to say any thing, he stepped briskly to 
th0'gro[ap, and^said, ^^ Honest folk, can ye assist 
iiypoot wayfaring man that has missed the road, 
dhK^t to the skin, and. little able to gang far- 
ther.?'* ' A , 

The gipfiSes immediately opened dieir circle, 
ftnd'made room &r him by the fire; and after 
some unknown jabber aanoiig themselves, the strip-. 
ling, whom we have mentioned as leading the ass, 
rose and went to the cart, from which he returned 
with a bofttle, that he offered to Andrew, telling 
Mm it was bciandy, and to take a suck. The of- 
tep Hd not require the aid of much persuasion ; 
and in drawing his breath, after having swallowed 
a ifiodi<AmiV o^ hero thought. the gipsies very 
eivilieed Jond of creaku-es.' 
' i^^mewfaat invigorated 1^ the brandy, and his 
ekthed ^biegmnirig to ^173 he entered into conver- 
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sation >ith theia, inquimg how fiir he iras from 
tiny place where he coidd oblam shelter^ The)^ 
told him, that thene was a TiS^e^ about trondleft 
off, within. ^ ifoiest ; and'the youiig fettoiir; In 
the old.regirnentalSj 'offin^ed to oonduct hm ti»4 
iher after supper. In the meantnie^ it3ie graiid4 
mother, who had ^feequendyr tasted'ftetfioup^willi 
a wooden ladle, at length dedaredit ready^ 'and 
the kettle was untied firom liie rope, and ^aoed 
on the ground^— horn spoons were then- diailibii^ 
ted, and our hero invited to pi^A^ Th§ soup 
was eatdi immediately firoin the seetiU^'hci^^ 
eachof the compairjrhlowing' to oodl it as he canie4 
it to his mouth. - In this manner die tooA • was 
consumed; and ^cea of bread beu^ dktxibuted^ 
the goose was torn in pieces^ Mid die^partscaeiaed: 
at random. The old man, howerv^, par^setftec^ 
Andrew with a leg; and he, in his torn, won th<^ 
hearts of the women by giving the yoMl^est diild 
a bone to sucl from hk own-mouth. ' It' was thisi 
happy &cilily of :adaptiiig;hcDiaelf to themattiien^ 
of those among whom he hsppenied to^ be pUieisd^ 
that so wonderftdly diaped his^ f«nMtie(* I'Flie 
gipsies, whom he had m gvaady dbreacM^ {^m 



ind]ptBBatei hixib^iidi kiiidnesa^: but the fellow:, 
mhwSB nfipeaxiBeei Meistd «lme(9t too uncouth for 
hmuaniJiaff viuii delighted iu.hdoig ^Sotde^ an op* 
portiiBiit^ «f xepajriflig tb& eonfideni0e whi<^ h? 
seenied to h«ye reposed in th^n. 
Mfli^euf sa{^par.ivi)a8i oyer, the re|pim^nt«iled gip- 
fif^mctoKiiinfjIiy' renewed bis offier to conduct our 
laecQitDcitbe t^riUage;* and Andrew, i^ a, glow of 
tbanhfiAiwiBS, Han^gmmted. by the generous effect 
/a£ind^ao;muc}iiif iheJoibdfin^^ of human na- 
ture among ^^H>p of vagrants, whom he consir 
ddteafirJiaitiie.milldepffa9red>of ^^^ sfiecies, distri- 
tetti anoi^ thi»i a^haiadftdc^iaioaanted silver^ 
At &»buw<^EDMl maofif'h^ bad e^eK expended. 
i}:}jAM^43im^vtiiksms>o^ her win- 

ikMr. JBk tbe.^eikMidy to t<il the tsaveUers who had 
gnurinto.jMtet thi^ tbej might resume their 
journey, and oiur hero, with the gipsy^ went tOr 
;«aidi lh» tillage. 

vf^fi^ li[mxK&:&BA:lmik*fiqi^ ipiMnen there,"^ said 
<he guide, r. ^f Tlieoidy.p^aMmL^ho can |^ve you 
-mnPfjoMs^ji^ the parsoii, and be wpn't. The 
MVer atnia40escbej6^der;>b9t for^hathis gosr 
Miigs are thin on the common, and his capons are 
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at feast before they are fattened* HowBamera^ 
we'll pull his latch, and try his heart Butthat 
you must do ; for were I seen within his paiiBg, 
the hemp ia not to spin that WDuld parse my 
throttle."" • . 

As soon as the g^y shewed liieiparrion'^s 
gate, Andrew said to Him, ^ Maybe, yooagman, 
I may hae it in my power to do as good a ttaxn as 
this for you some time, if yeUl let me laMW wbraJ 
And he gave hbn his clMrd^ and< wkhedr ium 
good night. ^li- 

lt was now far in the evwiing;Tiat thecibAes 
were still binning bright in the pmiotisr of Dr 
Saifton, when our hero rang thebell at the gattt 
A watch-dog, with' ah aodible bay, answtered^he 
summons ; and soon affer, a sexrant, in bomd^ 
liyery, opened the door^ and inquired wfhO'ira^ 
there. 

^^ Tell your master, my lad,^ was the rJBpiyr, 
^* that a young man, in giMt need of a ]fig|it'*s 
lod^ng, would be obliged to him foi^ a bed.^ 

'^ Tell the fellow to go about his bitdineM F 
exdaimed a gruff cot^ent Voice ftom within. 
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itkoee acceats weee scarcely move civil than those 
of. the mastiiE 

^ I hare no o&er business at this time, reve- 
rent sir, and ye had as weel let me in ; formy 
claes are damp, and my legs are weary, and it will 
no be tedliDg you, if ony. thing ails me at your 
door,^ sq^ed our hax>. 

. '' Who «re you*? — ^What are you r^ cried the 
Dofiior, shewing foofth his plump red visage, 
oiQiwned with a- white night-cap, from behind the 
door, md holdilg a caadle in bis hand. 

^^ I am a bewildered Christian,^ said Andrew, 
slyly, ^^ that was overtaken by the storm, and 
^bd to ask help of a gang of houseless gipsy 
vagrwte, that treated me with great discretion ; 
four reverence will no surely be more uncircum- 
isised than gipsies P^ 

^^ But what are you P"^ cri^ the Doctor more 
earnestly, coming out into full vifew* 

^^ Fm by profession ill the l»r,^ replied An- 
drew, ^^aad was^ only pas^is^ through this part 
of the cpimtry."" 

' ^ Have you no horse, no carriage ?"" exclaimed 
the parson. 
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^^ I hare nothiiig of tbe fiOBt,"'. w«b the /re]^. 
^' In truth, gir, ye nev«r had a better .ofiporlauiiljr 
todo ^ ceevil thkig in your lifis than to take: me 
in who anu a stranger m this land.^ 

'^ It is a bold reqfnest to eom^ to anyigenfle- 
man'*8 door, and demnid quarters in this man- 
ner,^ replied the Doctor ; and he was on the 
point of oidaring the footman to come in and 
shut the door, when our hero, apprehensive of 
prolonging the conversation in this way a little 
too much, said, '^. It's vera, trw, lector, what 
you say ; but it was all owing to a freak of mine. 
I an\ going into\the west,, on a visit to llie Ead 
of ^indyfbrd^ and was to have taken, my bed to- 
night with Mr Mordaunt. of BeedirGioye^ in this 
neighbourhood. ^ Beguiled by the Joie afternoon, 
I was enticed to walk from the last stage* The 
storm overtook me, and her^ Lam.at your merci- 
M hospitality.^ 

There was .something in. this that the Doctor 
liked better than die preyipu« ctm^esMdonj and 
he requested him to come in. The aj^^eacanee 
of our hero,, at all. times rather .odd than prepos- 
sessing, somewhat stardcd th^ Rector^ who soou^ 
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however, discovered, notwithstanding his homely 
extmcfr^ that he was accustomed to good society. 
The oonversadon having led to a few farther expla* 
nations, the parlour-bdl was rung, and the servant 
ovdered to get a bed prepared for the stranger. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 



EXPLANATIOKS. 



^*iiE reverend Doctor Safl&on, into whose bos-^ 
pitable iHAiision our hero had been reoeivedy ques- 
tioned him in rather a particular manner as to the- 
situation of Lord and Lady Sandyford. WyUe 
was struck with this circumstance, and it excited 
his curiosity to ascertain the cause. 

^' It's no easy to say whafs their situation,^ 
was his wary reply ; '^ but I'm thinking th^ are 
some friends of yours.'' 

^^ No," said the Doctor, ^^ but I have heard 
that an unfortunate nephew of mine is deeply im- 
pUcated in what has happened between them." 

" Ay !" exchdmed Andrew, *' so ye're uncle 
to that slippery blade, Ferrers ?" 
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^^ Yes, I have the sovrow and misfortune. His 
mother was my only sister, and he is properly my 
heir;/but£)r some time his conduct has been so 
extravagant, and his mind so unsettled, that I 
:fear lie will constrain me to cancel the obli^tions 
<tf nature and affisction.'" 

*^ Where is he now ?" said our h^o. . 

'\ That I cannot anawer/^ replied the Doctor ; 
^^ I. would giice much to know ; for this. very. aft^- 
-aoon I received a letter from one. of his fiiends, 
the contents of which have greatly distressedrme. 
He hits not been seen in London for some time, 
and.no ede^ his acquaintance there can tell what 
has become iofhisK^' 

. ^^ That's very dbtresiedi^, sir; very distressing, 
indeed T observed Andcew, thoughtfolly ; and 
he Jdien added, ^^ the last account we had o' him 
was he V bei^g in the neighbourhood of Elder- 
'bowa; with ibe Countess.'^ 

^' Possibly he may still be with her — ^where is 
she ?^- ' inqiiked Ae Doctor. 
-^* No^*" repMed Andrew, " her Leddyship is no 
just lejFt so fiff to hsaeL Ever since the disco- 
very, she has beea litdng a very penitent life in 
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. one iif hec fiiliiear'a.oM cistksy mkste im^r and 

^howletr ace tbe only su^piig feink ahe am Uie to 
heazken to. Majrbe McFeoEcncliaa. fled the 

.oomitry.^ 

^^ Accoidkig to bis fnendJa aceomt, jduBlaa not 
likely to be the case, for his. means jvne catfifdy 
drained ; he had lost every tfanigf'^.iaidithe Doc* 
tor. ^^ Indeed, the ^oooasion o£ .^ki janfoSry re* 

"Specting him is of ssdi.a nataroyiiluilnothiiq; 

, but' the most extxeme min could haseighmiiise 

^^ It^s a «ore thn^. to have JHtAing ideais. 
JBat I tnui and hope thathe'^a no under MdiBga 
for any thing worse than his euokooii^.^ . 

The Doctor look^ severely at the levity of 
this expression; bi^t iie added, /addi emphanis, 
^^ There are sins .which deeply ,ii^iize - aociety, 
• more.Tenial than Crimea of far lesa ^Inxpitiida. No* 
thing but actual insanity can palliate Eanaia^'^^ 
fence."^ 

'^ Fm concerned to hearV*-whatia^4 r* aidd^iiUi- 
drew, drawing faia chair a litde eloscfttotheDoc 
4or, and looking earnest and-giieTed^ 

<^ He abandoned a^ Italiaa gidi^.liTBd 
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Uiii) wA left bey 4PDi tiie eVe of tiecaming a 
looter, abioill litaraUjr ^#»dioH^^^ Oi?^. 

.wlieibtied na^b tfaer sense of her dtaalion fmd po- 
,Yerliy9 «he;iiMhly followed lHiQ.ta.€a8lle Bopkfr- 
jNOKoni^,. ]ifaei» die difld aoddcafym j^wig liizth 
«lciJiec'Qkild.r 

« . f^jAmi:\mhati. has bMome of the htbf ?^. . sind 
i^SoidB^SHV ottupasskiiiEately. 
^. i^ Fadxinalefy^ aslhaoneleani^im seodiii^ aver 
thit flftenMon to my fiaend, the Beetosr of Cestle- 
Rooksboioiigh, s ^y of nmk. happened to be 
pwsiag thrpw^ j&evQkge.irlien the. melancholy 
eoensrence; took plaee^ and hnmandy left money, 
not miLy.t<;i..d«(CBigr:the ^xpenees of the mother's 
ionezilyibiit^eiiumng bCthe duld.**" 
.V^Ho^ioagagol^ ^gad^Andt&wy eBgeAj. 

.^^lefliflB^ettdAiistiMWl trf-j^kisig Um a dii^eet an- 
sirer^ said, ^^ Yon seem sorpiised.^ 

^< What did they ea' ifae lady r.^daimed our 
hrn^ slall more impatiendy . 
'-^'^t ttM^iWtriied h^name^ eondealod; but* some 
snqicioii ii'eiitMafaMd 4iai it was mo other tban 
iad]f».8Kndy4>i^'*^ 
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At these yi^i% Andrew leapt fiom hiseeat, 
and raa dandi^ round the room, cracking his 
Aigersy «sd vfaistliiig trtumphantly. The i^ 
verend Dbetor threw himsdf back in his diailr, 
and looked at lam with amasement. At last An- 
drew halted, and going cIoBe up to ^dljai, md, 
'^ Oh V but ye hae told, me 'blithe news^I «oidd 
wager a plack to a bawbee, that I have .been ane 
t^the stupidest jcrestiires that ever the Lord took 
die trouble to put the breath of life in.^ 

> Still the I>0€(tQr could only look his astonish- 
ment. ^^ Ay^"" continued Andrew, ^^ ye may 
weel ^Qwer with the ecu of wond«s;fi)r realfy 
this ia a joy utispeakabk) and .passmgjaU undeeu 
standing. I^ set alF far Chastingto&^halL thilt 
blessed n%ht — ^No ; IH gang first to my Le^ly, 
to iiiakeaU sure — ^Weel, who could have thought 
iibat.Frovid^nfie was in the stogn, to^mabe me^w 
instrument in tltis diseoYery.^^ . 
. ^^ Di£t^y^ r echoed the I>oi:t(r$ ijnerhani- 
cally. 

'' Ijt's. l^elt^ than the lont^tude-^ifs the ]^* 
l^soph^'a st^ne ! Qh^ Doctor, Dodfeor,; tbei^snie 
of Aladdin's lamp could not pll^ peu to jftpur** 



appie-^ruliies and pium-pe«rls to dneaaty 
ana KeATcnly truth ?-^Bat I maun eompose my^ 
fiiXf foF'I seeye^ letriied, and thkik I^ gwig 



^^ I am, indeed, exceedingly .gurprieed at tlie 
v^hemoioe i^.your conduct,'" said die Doctor, 
eiii{i}K^caIly. . '^ This iteYs, wliicfa to tte was so 
fi^u^t^ with' afflictaiHi, seems to you pnegoast 
with great pleasure.^ 

. '^ IVs an. ill wind that blaws nadnody good,? 
cried' Andrew, still unaUe to Inidle his joy. 
^' But^wfaat'^s jdceasiore to sne^^bodea no ill tb yonb 
Depend upon't^' Doctor, here's as Uttk truth m 
Aat fend tak of your nephew and Leddy Sandys 
io^^ as: in A mewspaper dadi. The* btinn was 
thought afiiviog ^videace q£ the fact.*? . 

^^ I wiishy' air,'' iutecrapted the Doctor, ^^ duit 
you wbiddttdkes time lot explain what it is you aU 
lude to;- 

Andrew then, with as much method as the 
flurry of his e^sxrits. would allow, related themysr* 
tery iind suspicion: wfaidt had aMoehed to the 
child of tdie Bose ttd Crown^.dedkiiKig htsfpefi- 
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inttsum ^ Jj9dy SasbiyioKd^B. pofeet ianoeenetf', 
4QBd diat e^nm: ^^ theiblBck-^toi^^ of bee fainting 
m ibe jannsi i)f JPerrarpy .vmdd pra^ 
tion, nothing worse than ^ the likinesa of 4i gfaos^ 
caukit on a door.^ 

. Tfaamndof'the.wo0thy;B«et«vaeeinedtty d^ 
rive. soBie degree of gadsfaction firom this assu* 
xanee; ))ut he still. deploi«d the widcedness of 
heart, which instigated his nq>hew to abandon 
t)ie poor Italian gid in a situation so interesting. 
. By this time supper was brought in, and An^ 
diew having, reflect^ .a little more considerately 
im the business, agreed to remain wh^re he was 
4^at nig^t. Next mondi^,^ however, the Doc- 
tor's servant was a&at to the nearest town for 
a chaise, and, during his absence, the village 
W4» du^wn into great consternation, in* eonse- 
quenc^ of a nobleman and his. servants having 
found the body of a man, who had been robbed 
and murdered by two jpipsies. in the forest during 
die night The, story was iscoherently told, but 
the circumstances, wild as they were^ made our 
hero shrink with an involuntaxy lading of appre* 
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h^nsion, for he had no doubt that the robbers b^ 
longed to the gang he had met with. When the 
servant return^ he leaimt that the nobleman was 
Lord Sandyford) and that his Lordship vas still 
at the inn, to attend the coroner^s inquest, whithor 
he resolred to proofed immedialiely. 
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GHAPTER XV. 



THE SX^MIKATIOK. 



Although Lord S^adyford had 'allowed bin 
spirits to sink, after what was considered the fiiU 
discorery of his Lady^s infidelity, still he occa* 
sicmally rallied ; and on hearing of his fiiend Mor-* 
daunf s marriage, summoned resolution aiough to 
nay him a complementary visit. In passinir the 
W early in the morTg on hi. return ftom this 
visit, the post-boys who drove his Lordship sud- 
denly stopped, and the groom in attendance on 
horseback, riding up to the window of the carriag;e» 
iitformed him that the body of a man was lying oa 
the road, and that he saw two men« gipsies by 
their appearance, part from it, and rush into the 
wood. The Earl immediately ordered the body 
to be drawn off the high-road and laid on the 



gBtfls^and tiie poet-boys- to make all the liaete they 
could to the nearest town^-the dame to which our 
liero had sent finr the pbst^diaise. On his anivitl 
theve^ a.party was immediately formed to bring the 
body, and to seour the'fiwestin qaeU of the mvas- 
-derers, for it was not^ doubted that the gipsies who 
were scared from ijie body had perpetrated the 
deed. 

By the time D^tQr ^Saffipon'^s servMit had am- 
Ted at the Rectory with the chaise^ the body was 
-toougkt to the inn where the Eltil was ; aiid the 
tfrn^^^fAes, the father and son/with whom^Wylie 
bad been so hospitably treat^v ^^^e taleen pinstm- 
dis, asid likewise carriedf 'to the towni 
• ' 'A^MAroner^s inquest, in ordei* to occasion t^ M%- 
de dd&y as possible to die Earl, was imiifiedla^lely 
:hM ; and' both tlie post-boys and Va LotdAl^ 
groom swore that the tWo gipsies wero'dbte persons 
wltoHtl^y liad seen qtdt the body on the approach 
of the' 'dnrnbgd. Indeed no doubt could be eMeis 
tiiiied' of Ibiir guflt ; ^ a gold'wateh iuid several 
other articles, which were knownto'be the •ptcffei- 
iff of the deceased, were ^ndin thdr possession ; 
•lii^ be% beingJMMediMely recbg«ieed to be tihtft 
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{I^|l4ii8^ tb^i^risctnera, and they w>ece taken 'to tbe 
•oouvt^ouae.'hefoore Sir Hubert Mowfaray, the JLoid 
.qC libe .Mwory ««d a Justice jof the Peace. \ 

i;h0 gipsbes Tdiemently protefited their inno* 
cepce of the crime ; but the.youBg maa eonfeeeed 
that he had phindered the body, deckriDg at^ tkb 
jMilie tim^ tiiia^ be Dmi^ it lying d^ on the high. 
v»y. 

fWit co^citirfd vith him*; that theKenever mm % 
.d«i«eer.<^m.o£gi»]^; 1^ h^Mded fir^m his own 
knowledge, th«t ik ii|»a^«gil9K9ig}i\Ae foMiit wiA 
J|ttB^9n¥a&t}ate.theprepedi<^i»T^^ ^een 

,t)R^. joocooi by :th0 HK^ipnii^s akulh^ amoi^ the 
fim^ md one of them he ooj^^aJmopt Inmself 
;|i9^ear w||i9:th^ yedinger prisoner. 
. . , The 'giysy admitted that this., was lame, but 
jlijfi^ bue;if as <^]||duc|ing a,g^n.t]ipmia tliaiiad lost 
.Itts .way hi the &r^ ^ad i^ ym&^s^lkm: of >tlm> 
.fcesoiled our heioV card. 
; Sir Hubert locked at the Mid^- jand, wannly 
e^i^psed himself op the bac^Aiced fiilseho4)d of 
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tiw stfttemeBt; saytiig) it Iras absmd to euppoie 
that any gentleman- windd, at tsoch an &our, be* 
paastng die fomst vkh' such a- giiidte ; msi lie 
added, the psobabflky xa Aer iras^ l3uM;'tbe*4said 
had beeR tak^firom the penen^of iJke mdbrtuu 
nate-victiai. AU thfe gipsies, yotmg Itnd'eld, veve* 
pMMbtat the esmnJjBMkion ; and thegnoidtnother," 
dflzmgitbe^httle tiiBevpreslsTed a sortef :a9spha-> 
tacdence^ ivitb her ^e i;te»ffiy'and sternly fixjedc 
on the Baionet; who, irhile commenting on'^die}' 
simyV ^ftirdeissly toretthe teoid, ^and thveir f t on' 
die floiDE. The boy irhd reoeired the haI£^erown^ 
fiem Andrew rvBtcfaed tihe old: ^^ointti intently ; 
aadrM feoeiiing. at signal' libmlier, stooped do^^ 
aad psB^edJup die'pifloes. • •' 

At liie^ elose of the exaMMatton die^fiifher and^ 
fi<m.ii«re«Rteied)to'ipfi8oh.' The test of theifiiini- 
ly immediakely xefirtd: Thirfititfterloofted fierce- 
lytat fin IiHl>eirt>irhiim'he'toignea di^>iraiTrfnt fi>r 
their eematiMal ^asd theyxmng knm, widi hombler. 
impreMMns^ eaohunSd^Migiawt'^tibe 'mjust^ 
their doom; bat while he w^as deriaiining^lhe old. 
woman toaeked'hcrSpwkk herfbte-^n^vvmd'iii) 
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ioalantly beetme silent, iand fiifiowed -faift^faibei^ 
^etly, btKft sullenly, td jail^' 

When Loid Sandyford, wko 'ksd tidfi«n B'deep. 
intexest iiDtfafifi impressrrebiifsm^'ss, reluani^l&«m 
the etamifiatiiki,, he «eitt in ^quest dfithe gipsy 
women and their children, for the poriibse' <}f 
giving them some sssistahoej and to t)btaiii an 
explaikatioii'of sefreral circumshinM ivUchwete* 
not, in hisopihiony very deaziy^made oati^ In i^, 
tiie vhole proceedings had been condtHHted ixi.-a 
li!0uUed and imsatisfiictoiy mimner. There v«b 4k 
tremour and^haste about Sir Hubert, alid a horinf 
in die minds cf the spectators, which at once awed 
and interested him. Bat his messenger was un^ 
successful — the women, immediately on quttt^ig 
tile court-house, had left the town. This* desertion 
of their relatioiKS did not improve sthe opinion which 
hie Lordship had fiormed' ofthm: t;barae<fer ; and 
while he was speaking to the Undleid on tSue suIk - 
ject, a post-chiuse drove iqi tid £he*4dor;< The land- 
Ibrdj as in duty bound, left Ae foam te^alteid tlie 
£feranger^ and'theEarl, g€in^'£3rWAdi'tnr'th»wiiiL 
dsm\ was 'agreeably sarimed' io see tlfeitittle aid- 
ling figiire of our herd alight ; nor could herefifaih 
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60m sauKng wben he b&w Wylie piqr the post* 
boy ; and the lad, after xeoeiving his oplional> ^ 
ply for mi'addilioii; and even after obtainii^ an^ 
otbar m:penoe, BtiU go^ away gg<n»h|ii?g> . 

Although Andrew had hastened with the exr 
pteas inteati(m of eomniuiiicatiiifg Jus. joyful dia- 
eovery respecting the i^ysterious chi^.a degree 
of di^dence overca^ie him when he entered the 
reojii, -chiefly pevbaps occasioned by the altered 
appearance of the Earl ; the elegant laQgour of 
whose expressive eountenance was d^^op^ned in- 
lo ^ pak and settled melancholy, *^ I am rejoiced 
tase^you,'^ cried his LorcUhipsr.^than effort to 
he gay ; ^^ bul I have one iujunctipn to lay 4)n.you, 
that 1% nev^ to speak of Lady Sandyford, or al- 
lude tto h^ story, beyond iii^hat may ;be vequisite 
lO'the todnesafor whidi I inrish.your assistance.'*" 

^^ But if I bring you glad tidings of her purity^ 
my-Lptdj^oied A^^^ew.: ; ^. •. . 

. The .£^d: intecpipted, him, ^ by , saying, ^^ It is 
94^ <a fis^itter in which I take now any interest, 
and I request yau to bq si^e^t on the subject"'' 

, yVyiie, as if he hadxeqeived a l^law^on the fore- 
beanie staggered hac^wards -and seated himself £or 
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some time ^di§ut speal£big« ' The Efttl was^ri* 
dendy affect^ by M^ iiioirlfficatioii ; ' but ^thidiU^ 
noticing it, knmediatdy began to rekte the ^ ciis 
cumstances attending the^ disaDvery -of llie latuNler, 
Mid tl^ singular stoTy of the yoimger gipsy 're- 
^siiecting the card. This IMonrhearo to Te^{iittt-r 
late Us own adrentures in the fijiresti ^ 

" Then,'' said the Earl, « the story of the gip^ 
sy, as' to the manner in Which he got 'ihe card, is 
perfectly true.'' 

^^ As gospel,^ relied Wylie, emphali^idBy ; 
^^ and conadeiing he^s a gipsy, Tta ftt wmtg if 
he isna an honest man, giii we make a ftof^ id- 
lowance for his tod-Hke in6Knation tdi bth6r]ftdk\9 
eocks and hens ; but that's bred in hiiti by niiture, 
out of his neighbouring wi' ptiddocks 'and tedds, 
and other beasts of prey, that den abottt dykes and 
ditches.'' 

^^ But," said the Earl, '^ the proof is so strong 
against him, that it is impossible to doubt."^ And 
his Lordship then stated circumstantially what 
had taken place at the examination. 

^^ The old woman is a pawkie carlin,'' said An- 
drew ; " I saw that when I was supping theit 

13 
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^goose broth ; and I could irt^r a fooddle to a baw* 
bee that the whole elanjainphry of them are awa*" 
to London to spear me out, in order to get me to 
bear testimony as to the card. But I wonder, my 
Lord, that ye allowed the Justice to rive the card P^ 
^'. It was of no consequence,^ re(>lied his^Lord- 
diip, '^ because he had himself taken down your 

'^ address.'' 

^ I dinna ken,'' said Andrew, thoughtfldly. 
^* Howsevar, I'll gang to the Tolbooth and-see 
the -gipsy lad, and hear what he has to say for 

V Jup«d. He'B a toorie tyke in the looks, that maui 
he alloo't ; but a lough husk often covers a sweet 
kemeL" 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



PRESUMPTIVE EVIDEKCE. 



While our hero andthe Eari^cre'thus con- 
Versing together, Sir Hubert Moirl»ay was an- 
nounced.' 'He eattie to pay his> respects- to-^his cj".. 
Lordships atid toexpresfs'hifir hope and ^ish that 
he would attend the jtrial of the gipsies, 

** I will undoubtedly be present,'' said the Earl, 
^^ but unless it is absolutely necessary for the 
ends of justice, I would decline being a witness.'* 

Sir Hubert assured him that every due consi- 
deration would be paid to his Lordship's feelings 
with respecl to that point, and took his leave. 

^^ I think," said the Earl, ^^ he does not 
appear to be pleased at the reservation I have ex- 
pressed ; but really it is so shocking a thing to be 
in any^^ay concerned in offering up the sacrifices 
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.vbich the law so stendy. requiras, that a man may 
well be excused for beh^ reluctant to beai; witness 
in the.ca^ie of a capital o£toice.'^ 

^^ He^s certainly no content with something,^ 
said Wylie, thoughlfiilly ; " and I am sorry to 
«6e that he would faiftjiae the gipsy hanged., 
But he> no the first mi^I hae heard of that has 
(B yefimsbg for blood, and would hun^ their fellow- 
;0reatures dawn even td the death, wi^ lua appetite 
^ihjw miads-as fell as the hunger of a.rahiator. 
Aut^;my I«ord, the : gipsy, for the aids of jus- 
ice, mufit be protected ; and TU go and see him 
immediately anent the same.*" 

Lord Sandyford was pleased with this alaority. 
He bad never given Andrew much credit for ge- 
nerosity,, but ^the warmth of gratitude which he 
had manifested in his own case, with respect to 
the Countess, and the interest which he now seem- 
^ed to take in the &te of the friendless vagranttf, 
convinced him that his merits did tiot entirely 
consist in his humour, nor in that intuitive per- 
c^tioa of the manageable points of character, by 
which he had been so often surprised and di« 
verted* 
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By the timaott? hero returned from the prisoir, 
the Earl had ordered his carrr -^ to be in readi- 
ness tu convey them^to Chastington-hall. But 
Wylie seemed in doubt and perplexity, when he 
came back. 

" The gipsy ,^ said ho, " is as innocent of the 
blood as the babe unborn. I coidd stake my right 
hand upon that — ^but for riffing the body, I hae 
little to say for him, I think, however, that it 
cannot be highway robbery; nor, indeed, any 
thing beyond the lifting of a 'waif, provided it can 
be shewn that he was willing, upon certificatio 
of proof, to make restoration to the heir. Now the 
heir, in this case, has as yet made no demand.*" 

" As to that, whether it be law or not, I can- 
not presume to determine; but I must say it 
looks very like common sense,'' replied the Earl ; 
" and with respect to the murder, if you can clete 
him of that, I should think the robbery will not 
place him in any very perilous jeopardy. It will, 
I fear, however, WyUe, be a difficult task to 
prove, to the satisfaction of any judge or jury, 
that two gipsies seen near a m\u:dered man, and 
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" I owi the 

^bt end < ^eed 

TftB been d )ine- 

body is BO ^pnlt 

b)8iniOTe J 

"I certanly," observed the Eail, " would rely, 
in any cagj, Wylie, where managemeiit was re- 
gui^te, on your sagacity ; but facts are stubborn 
things, and a gipsy is trom his birth mul<;ted of 
moie thro half the rights of any other man."' 

" That's no to be disputed, my Lord ; a gip- 
Bcy's chutKtfn'K a hacheFs slovenlineas, uid a 
wa8ter''s vaM, are three things as far beyond a' 
remedy, as a blackamoor's face, a club foot, or a 
short temper. But, as your Lordship weel ob- 
^esres, facts are stubborn things; they are step-' 
ping-stones in the mire, and it is by them that I 
hope the do-na-gude may get over his present 
danger ; at least, 1^11 try to lend him a helping 
tund. But no to trust altogether to the weakness 
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of my own judgment, IH hasten to Londoii ^ 
ihe adviee of some more experienced hiead** - 

" Then you will not go with me tO' C!hMti^ 
ton ?" said the Earl. 

"Your Lordship' maunna expect k'in ali'&^£ 
stance of life and death like this; }m% jg&^fi 
pleaee, I^ take a nook in the carriage wi^ you-iri 
far ak the road Hes in my way. If s htfwev^'dii 
a bargain that your Lordship winna try tccSA any 
more of my opinion in this business.*^ 

" Agr^ !*" cried the Eari ; " and I piidaame^ 
nB you were on your way when you halt^ h«Pe^* 
you will have no objection to set off with me ka* 
mediately.'' 

" Hooly, hooly, my Lord^" exclfomed WyBei 
resuming his wonted famifiarity ; ^ theie manh 
be twa words about that. In the first pkoe, Fm 
neither a swallow nor a camelioii, to feed on- the 
pix of the li^ ; and in the second^ a journey tvk 
quires provender.^ 

While the waiter was laying the cloth fiir 8om« 
lefteshment, Andrew went down to die staUet- 
yard of the hm^ and sauntering for a few BOiiutes^ 
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i^flveittly /vrMbotttim olgacty asked a postJMf ^ 
trkioli ef hut oomvades had been with Lord San^; 
dyfetd, and the lad having pointed thenii^(|iit, bet 
went towards th^n, and said, ^^ Heh, sirs 1 but iisr 
w» 8 terrible job ye had o?t wi^ my>L(mi: h 
wonder^ for my- part, that ye hae got so soen.^Mr 
better o\ that ye can idready whisde-sae Ti^bt^ 
faeMedfy. How, in ihe name o" gude, ^id ye no 
notice the^ man P if ye hadna 4iivim Eke deeyila 
o^eir inm, maybe %e might hae recovered.^ 

The post-boys stared at an^impmatioii wfaieb 
^ hbd never entered any o&er head, 9nd one ofi 
tbeoi' dedared that the man> must hafvo- beea- dead/ 
sevend' bourse The dfho: also aastouifyiaaserW 
ed, tiliat' the body was st^ and eolds indeed, tm 
much so, tbat it was like a log when he assisted 
to drag it from theroad uponthe grass. W;j^ 
ftiide no remark on this- circumstance, but trsa*' 
snred it up in his x>wn mind«- It was certamly 
not at all probaMe, that if the gipsies had tilled^ 
and robbed ihe man at die same tame, they would- 
hAveretumed tothe body ; &nd:thedeclar8tb]iof 
llie son, Aat he had found it lying dead on Uie 
road, when disturbed ht plundering it by the apl 
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preach of Lord SmdyfordTd caitiiige^ derivecL 
some confirmation from thi^ testimony. Oi|r heio 
himself could bear witness for the ffpsjfi^^oak thA 
time he had joined the rest of the band at suppo: ; 
and Doctor Saffiron a^d his 9ervanta would he mh 
tisfiictory evidence of the hour. of his arrival «t 
the gate of the parsonage. 

^^. About what time^^' said Andrew to the po|^ 
boys, ^^ was the deceased last seen alive P^ 

Nobody in the stably yard could give |^ly ^ 
tisfiuslory answer; but Sir Hijbert Mowbray^a 
groom happening to come in, on hearing the quea- 
tion, stated, that he and his m^Jster had passed 
him on the road about ten oW)ck, and not &r 
from the spot where the murder had been com-> 
mitted* 

Andrew recollected that ten was struck on the 
church clock, as he was standing at the par- 
sonage-gate—rand the gipsy had only then just 
left him, and could not be seven miles distant, 
fi)r so far off the murder had been committed, till 
i|t least m hour aft^r^ But he only observed tQ 
the groqm, that he and his master had not passe^ 
bng Ifi^Qxe the murdier was committedji afi it ap- 
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peared the deceased could not have iralked ftr 
from the spot where they had seen him. This 
lemark startled the fellow, and our hero saw his 
amfiision ; bnt, taking no notice of it, changed 
the current of his inquiries to some general reflec- 
Itims on the atrocity of the crime, and the strong 
cizcumstaiices that bore against the gipsies. In 
diecoarse, however, of a few minutes, he said to 
the groom, ^^ I wonder that you and your master 
were not afraid to be wandering through the forest 
at that time o^ night, like two babes in the wood.^ 

^* Bless your heart,^ replied die groom, " we 
tiever fears no nothing there at-dQ, besides being 
as you sees on horseback — ^Why, soon after we 
;^sed that there poor soul who has been^ killed, 
master sent me off to order a po-shay hare for 
him in the morning, to take him over to Sir Tho- 
mto Fowler^s fex-dhace, and rode home himself.^ 

^ Yes,'* safd'one of the post-boys,. ** we lost a 
good something by the'job,^.for Sir Hubert in the 
monnng eould not have the chaise, till so be it 
that these murderers were done for, and now he 
wonHl go at aD, tOl the ^siises are over.^ 

^^ To be sure,^ said our hero^ ^^ it wouldna be 
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ft decent thiitg of Mm, aa a magutmtev ta be 
jaunting and gallanting about the eountry, "vlieii 
•ueh a judgment has happened at his QwA donrL 
I da^e 6ay, poor gentleman, it gives hnot great 
tJoncern.'' 

" You may say that,'^ replied thfe groom, " for 
he has done no<l)ingall day but fidget about^'ixrda^ 
kig and counter-orderiBg>— -and I doiftwondef. at 
it, tbv the dead man owed hhn Apbver ^ money 
fer Tent— ^and I suppose, no^ he^s gone,- that maa» 
ter ivioift touch a fiurdmg.^ 

Some difference arose afaong th^ poet^b^s «nd 
meniak, as to lite law of tins e/fmmL In their 
diseussiom Andrew took no pwt^ but walked- «wqf 
thougbtftdly, aa if he intended to return iiHo ^ 
house, when sudd^y he turned round, and med 
to the groom, ^^ Hey, Thomas Fowlear^ I wtM 10 
speak to you,^ beckoning to him at the sfune tifliQ. 
^ Fromfrvrhat you aay, Thomas^ of the poop man 
that was killed^ I fear his fiuaily will be very ill 
off. iThomaa — ^your name^s Th^maa Fowler^ I 
thiidc you aaid ?** 

^^ Lord bless you l'^ said the man ; ;^^ my name^a 
Robert Jenkins— ^it's muster's frisxA they callSir 



ThoBaas Fowler — and as for Mr Knarl, who has 
been killed^. he had never no family at all, being 
you sees a single man."" i 

^^ But I suppose he has died much and justly 
lamented by all who knew him,^ said Andrew. 

** As for that,'* repKed Robert Jenkins, " I 
cannot for a surety take it on me to say ; but I 
knows he was a damned hard-^mouthed chap, and 
never could give no civil answer at all.''* 

. ^ T«hen^>aftea^«aU^Bofoeilu)«nkiB8,rin<hinln^ 
there bae beeB.greaterdosseS'at the/Shifra-Muif 
AtaiHaf^MAh/^ miA our hero^ aad.alrnqitty rci- 
Maed into the house; uuij despatehafghjs^repast^ 
catered the carnb^ with hwA Saa«ty£ivd, akid 
wavlMstily drtvoR off. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



SAGACITT. 

Wylie, from hk amTal In Londim, had con- 
tinued to lodge with Mrs Callend^> tfll Mr VdU 
lum took possesaion of Sandyf(»d-honse) when the 
Solicitor^ appsdiensiye that the Earl migfaichaiige 
his nund^not choosing to dispose of his own ve^ 
dence, gaire it in custody to Jacob, an eideiiy 
married man, who acted as his porter and special 
messenger^ With him Andrew was allowed the 
use of a bed and parlour ; and the address on the 
card given to die gipsy was, in consequence of 
this arrangement, from the house in Queen^s 
Square. 

It was late in the evening, when, after parting 
from Lord Sandyford, he reached London ; and, 
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Oil entering Queen's Square> he found a mob 
sembled round the house, and the glpsy-wonum, 
as he suspected, already there ; and on adran- 
cing towards them, he found they had been or- 
dered into custody by Jacob, for besieging the 
door. 

The gipsies soon recognized him, and clamor^- 
ously, and in tears, claimed his promised protec- 
tion. He had no difiGiculty in divining the mot 
Hiyjd of their pertinacious Tisit, and interfering in 
their behalf with the officers, aa he ^as w^ 
kn^im in the neighbourhood, readify obtained 
timx ddiverance. He then requested the cosi^ 
stables to advise the crowd to di$p^se, while be 
dbected Jacob, tp recjsive^ die vagrantd into the 
Idtcfaen, and get them something to eat. 
: White the gipsies were descending into the 
10^, their benefactor was admits by the hafli^ 
do^r ; and, on ent^^ing the parlour, he said to 
JM»b> '^ I dare say that a^d gipsy-wife is a 
daub baith at cauk and keeL. What think ye f^ 
.V ^^ I don'^t doubt it, sir,^ replied Jacob, who 
wfti net. altogether m infidel in gi^ pn^heey^ 
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'^ Ah/ cried Andvew, ^< I suppose ^ liae been 
^fitting your fortune spae't.^ 

Jacob firnUy denied the faet ^^ Indeed,^ said 
he, ^^ the gipsies werevery^sull^, and have beett 
deeping on Ae steps all the aftnnoon ; uid when . 
we ordered them away, they said, you would' not 
liave done so-; and complained bitterly of haviiig 
mtveUed'ft great way to see you, and shewed ua 
one of yow cands idl patehei^ 

^^ Did they sky nothaig of the end's errand 
ilttey had ecmie upon F"^ 

^^ No^^ replied Jacob ; ^^ but th^ wore mueh 
oast ctown to hear, that it was uncotain when 
you would be. back-; and so, as^ they would net 
go- aiway from tiie doer, I ordered thenr into eus^ 
tody.^ 

^^ That was very prudent in youy Jacobs and 
as I would ]&e to ken what they wan^ wi\ mCj 
jttst^^dip down and -bring up the auld woman^ 
and hear* ye, Jacobs tak- tent tha* ye leave no 
spooi^,'' nop ana- things- Ijring loose- about ; iinr 
thegqmes^'hae tiary Sxtg^m, andye* would n^ed 
ai^ ee in^ your, neck to watch them»^ 
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As aocHi Ai the oTd w«iBanw«tUfllMre^ 
pBdoQS^ our hem said: td^ hery ^ Ye baena heeti 
liUte nor late, honest ironuHi, in paying me a vu 
flit. What\( happened to yon, and'Whair^« cyont 
gudemsn, and your Bon.?^ * 

The gipsy fiadtfii%:repDrted the whole pr<K: 
eeedingay widt whicbt oor fa»a ww: dxeady ac^ 
qnunted;' and the unsiuanBhed SRComaey^of her 
nairaiaim made lum> lespectr ker -v^ adtyv 'l^ 
wazda the eonchisioft ciha^i story 4Bbe bteaaie anit^ 
mated and agitated, especially when she degcribed 
tliescoie which took place at the examiiuUdon ; 
assdrtiiig, with: great vehemence,: that Sir HabeEt 
Mowtnay. himself. was theinneDdetoev. . - 

<^' Base Moot T exol«i«iedj ioidvew^- dfeeliag 
more iadtignation than he fete j ^* what pais sudi 
a thought into y4>ur head f^ 

The old woman made no reply, but leoiced 
•teadSy^in his '&oe^ &T scaae timJs ;. and Aen add- 
edi ^. What I- say i« true; and jroa believe jobJ? 

^ WUeeshty wlneshtf yeartildntiit'4^ yoiitcogbt 
te^ lie ftmg: into a. ngiBfAmi; and left to: sinkaa a 
Cfax]8tiaiv.or.jBW]ttaeaowilch4^ Buit wlu^lareaion 
hae ye for this notion ?"* 
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'. ^^ Why was he bo gseedy,^ cried the accuser, 
<^ of every tibing against my son P The hope of 
safety flushed on his cheeks, and glistened in hit 
eyes, whenever any tihing came up against Urn. 
Why did he tear your card ? I saw deceit in hia 
visage when he did it. I doubt if he has written 
down the true name ; for I watched the motmi 
of his fingers in the act, and they ran not in the 
way the letters on die card do. His hand was 
shaking at the time,, alheit he is.a man of a stoat, 
heart:!' 

This- suggestion with respect. to the card made 
the blood run cold in our hero's veinffi ; and, aa 
he eyed the old woman widi a wary and eag^ 
look, he said, ^^ YeVe no canny, gudewyb-^^ye're 
no oaniiy. But gang awa back to your auL eoim* 
try side ; and when the triai comes on, I'll be 
there.^ • 

The sybil made no re[dy to tibis v but, with a 
token. of respect moved to lea^e the room. ^ On 
reaching the door, however, as die took hold of 
the.handle, die turned round, and aaid solcBUily^ 
^^ I can see the light .dttoiaj^ 4he faon^.and'tbe 
bird in tbe.shellJ' 
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^^ Cast nane o^ your oantrips here, lucky, but 
do as I bid you,^ said our hero, serioualy alarm- 
ed. In the same moment he rung the bell, she 
opened the door ; and smihng with an ezpresduHi 
that might be described as fiiU of a mysterious 
and beBignant* superiority , again curtsied imd with* 
drow. 

Jaoeb, guessing the occasion of YoA summons/ 
conducted the gipsy down to the kitchen, In thQ 
flwi place, and then returned to his ma&ter. 

^^ Jacoby^ said our hero to him, as he entered 
the room, ^^ I redd you tak tent o^ that ' carlin, 
and UM her and the bairns discreetly, ^for I troW 
she has mair insight than honest foIkiS ; atfd I 
warn you to cross her loof w i* siller. Theresa 
five shillings to you, to help yoU to get Well rid <f 
her out o' the house." 

Jacob was not a little impressed with this 
speech ; and was beginning to relate many well 
authenticated stories of gipsy witcherie, n^hen 
he was cut short by Wylie, who, already suffi* 
ciebtiy eirie, said, '^ Ye need say iiae mair abont 
them ; ibr their power nAd diacermnent ia n^ to 



l6St CHAPTER XTII. 

bediqmtod.c TheyWoipaUe ta nsak^fae like a'- 
jdu, Jacob, belifre^ that iqpade-thafta ifill bear 
plum«; 80 look to yooneV Jaoob^ or wli* km0 
iriiat m^ befall you f^ 

Jaoeb*0 cotmtenanee undorweBtae^^end cbangea 
chriiigtliis q^eech) and still more vben Andren^ 
cpntinued, ^^ And noo, Jacob, when I think o*4y 
ifB maim gie eometUng to die yavaag woimm and 
die bak^s, that -we may get a iraffo*^ their* good 
will likewise* Yell ^e die mither» thig'hal£<oN>WBy 
and a ahining a-pieee to the w«e anes ; and' if 
your wife can^ lay her himd4 o& a elatight o^ ony 
filing eatable for the fi^ttnly to tak wT them, tb» 
&od*0 sake, tell her no to be scant or scrimpit ; 
fer Heavenonly knows what will be the o^ereome 
o*^ this visitattoH.'** . 

By this time Jacob was stancUng pale and waiv 
and our hero saw that it was^uite unnecessary to 
put him mate uponlus guard, eidierwithei«8pe<^ 
to the wiles of the gip4es in the house, or impress 
him wiA^lixe-neeessity of getting well quit of 
df em. Indeed, when Jacob want doWn etaivs^ 
notlung was too good f<nr the gipsies, who soon 
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after departed highly satisfied ; bestowing their 
Idndest benedictioiis in a manner, as Jacob said, 
that could scarcely have been expected almost 
ftom a Christian. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



A FBIBNBX.E88 BAEEISTER. 



When the old woman had retired, our hero 
went immediately to Sandyford-house to ooBsult 
Mr Vellum, who expressed great surprise at seeing 
him so soon back. He was, however, too much 
a man of the world to make any inquiries ; but 
when Andrew mentioned that he had fallen vol 
with the Earl on the road, and, in consequaice of 
some things connected with that meeting, he had 
been induced to return-to town, he was not alto- 
gether satisfied in his own mind, and thought his 
Lordship shewed something like a prejudicial par- 
tiality, in confiding so much in a person so &r 
below himself in the consideration of the world ; 
nor was this apprehensive feeling aQayed, when 
Andrew said, ^^ Noo, Mr VeUum, I want your 
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4»8t8taiic^ in a great cause that I have taken in 
handy for a person, to whom, in a time of straits, 
I was indebted for no small civility. Lord San- 
dyford, as well as myself, is concerned in the oo- 
cadon. It's no in the eye of the world a thing by 
common, nor, in truth, what ye wovdd be fashed 
with ; but I'm boimd in gratitude and humanity, 
Mr Vellum, to aee the parties righted. Two de- 
cent men in their way, a father and a son, Mr 
Vellttift, are accused of hairing committed a tres- 
pass ; bift there is some reason to jealouse the 
true trespasser is a person of great power and co^ 
• qijleration, and who, to save his own carcase, would- 
na scru|de to sacrifice my two frien's. What I 
ihiirefore wont, and nobody knows better whom to 
recommend than yoursel, is scnne sharp and fear- 
less young lad, that has his bread to bake at the 
bai^ that I mxy employ him^ at my own cost, Mr 
Vellum, to assist the twa poor men out o' their 
difficulties ; for rc^y the drcumstances look hard 
against theip. In tnith, it's a knotty case, and 
w3X Jf equire patience of thought, as well as bravery 
1^' mind, sic as nap first-rater can afford to give, 
and deal justly with other cUents ; and yet it's 
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jiist 8 case ihat a iioBtaater is alone capaUb 0f 
.handUiig to a praper iaisRi^ On that aecount, I 
.want talents. of the £xBt. quality, and Idswe to 
.aUo¥^ them to be thoroughly applied.^ 

Why aur heio should have thvoim such a haae 
ff ixnysticism over the bosinefis^ ^muat be kft fer 
the^ eessideKation of: those wha ean penetrate aitd 
thedepthaaf hk.xxeculiar chaxweter. It hadtibe 
•effect, however, nfileading the Solicitor to suspeet 
.tb^^ iim jsaidcgreat caiiise inis* connected iridi the 
imputed infidelities of the Countess, in irhich, 
fireia the.psevious .declavation af die Ead, he sup- 
.posed his. Lordship vb» av^erse, at least for ^he 
present, to appear personaEy. 

Accordii^ly, under, iJus impression, and befie- 
. ving that in due ttmeitbie management of "the ul- 
tiviate preceedingB aroidd devolve into his own 
hands, jie. menddned setv^ml, youQg men dien oo» 
' ining'ibtward' at the bar, widi. the promise of aU- 
lity. But Wyhe ofafected to them all, as b^g 
more ambJttbuB.ta make a. figure themselves, dum 
to set fiDTwavd.tjie OMises of Am clients to* the 
host advantage. : At last he hit upon one that he 
lljbought would, answer. 
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* ** Bo the cfroiuBstaiu^es tequire uny aid fiom 
doqaence ?^ said Vettiun. 

^ Nd,^ neplied out hero ; ^^ but wolS iroat t 
|H^B (^ great pith drawn up for the defimce."^ 

^ Th^t,^ replied Yellum, '^ I reccnaffiend yoa 

to;8ecure Blondell. He is « young man of' very 

aniguhr.accoinplisfaiiients; and owing to an im- 

^pediment in his speech, he can never beeomo eso^ 

nsnt^as B pleader ; but he u aoinqpresBive-wxitery 

«id is Jbesides posoessed (f£ b cuitousiy ecxastituted 

mind, and it strong natural power of obaervatioB*^ 

. ^ He has 'been made on purpose for my tum,^ 

icef3ied:aw^ hero, '^ if he -answers your desctip- 

ctioD ; so I beg yell gie me two or thnee liaes to 

him, that I may-confer with himmysel in pri^ 

vBte;.fi)r there are s^ttne points in the business 

that eanna very weH%be set forth in a brief Over 

^and'ubove all^ although my Lord Sandyford^s ,a 

rprincipal'witaiess^ his Lordship would fain decline 

.lypearing.; and ye ken We maun suit oursels to 

ihia humour, to ike best of our ability.'" 

Yellum imme^tely wrote « note to Hlondell^ 
;iiitrodneing Wylie to him, and requestk^ his 
:|iarticiilar attention to the object and purpose of 
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his visit. With this note^ out hero proceeded 
directly to Clement^s Iim, where the obscure cham^ 
hers of this neglected son of genius were situated. 
Blondell was at home, and the moinent that 
he had read the introductory note, Andriew said 
fn his abrupt manner, " Ye see, sir, that I have 
a notion to become acquaintit with you ; and ye^re 
a man, or Fm wrang informed, of ower mickle 
discernment, no to be sensible that I must hae 
some particular reason for taking such an extra- 
ordinary freedom, especially when I tell, you that 
the business, wherein I stand in need of your 
help, is no ane that ony regular brief can be made 
up on. In a word, Mr Bhmdell, I want you to 
go into the country with me, in order to assist in 
the defence of two friendless j^psies, who stand 
accused of murder. I believe them innocent, and 
I think I can guess who the true murderer is ; 
but as I would do nothing on suspicion, I mean 
to confine oursels to the defence of my clients. 
For this business ye can hae nae fee in the usual 
way \ but Til bear all your expences, and make 
you a reasonable compensation for the loss o** lame; 
'and if we succeed, as I doubt not we shall, I hae 
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Wl the. rest o^ joixr life." 

The filaiiiiiess e£ this iiddress produced the de- 
wed effeet. Wgpddl Md be vcmld accq^ the 
proposal at onee. 

^^ In tralh, Mr Wjlie," said he, with a iSeeling 
wihioh added eoiunderaUy to his Jtiatund diffiimlty 
in expresfidng himsdf, ^^ I have not at this tii^e 
much to do, and I am obliged, you see, to betake 
myself to other studies than those of my profes- 
sion.^ 

' Our hero looked at his table, and saw on it 
several rolumes conosting of novels, travels,' and 
poetry. 

** These,"^ said BlondeU^ ^^ ate my pot-boilers. 
I am oUiged to do all manner of literary labour, 
under all possible varieties of name." 

^^ It^s weel for you, Mr Blondell, that you can 
do so ; but ye maun give up meddling with sic 
clishmadavers as novels and ballads, and lend 
your whole power and pith to me. I dinna, how- 
ever, wish you to work cosnent wark, that is, 
without meat or wage ; so I beg yell come and 
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tak your dinner in*a private secrecy vi' me, at Mr 
"Vellum^s house, in Queen''s Square ; and by that 
time ni be provided wi^ a bit of Abraham New- 
land^s paper, to help to keep the banes green till 
we see what's to be done with the two ne^er-do- 
^ weels that I hae ta'en by the hand.*** 

Blondell was much amused by the originality 
of our hero's manner, and readily accepted the 
invitation. 
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CHAPTEE XIX. 

DOUBTS. 

^^ Jacob,"^ said our hero, when the old man ad- 
mitted him on his retum from the interview with 
Blondell, ^^ there'^s a great man to dine wi^ me the 
mom, so yell see and hae every thing in the best 
order, and tell your wife to gie us a spice of her 
skill in cookery, and see that ye can behave your- 
«el on the occasion. For he^s somewhat o^ an odd 
way, and may come no just, as by rights he ought 
to do, in his own carriage, but in aae of the 
blackguard hacknies, or aiblins on his feet. They 
call him Mr BlondeU; and when once he has 
come, mind I'm no at home to ony living crea- 
ture, no, not even to my Lord San^^ord, an he 
were to eome to town, nor lo ane loiter than the 
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King himself, whom you know we are all bouu4 
to serve and obey to within an inch of our lives. 
So I hope jou will take heed to what I amtell^ 
ing you." * 

Jacob was not altogether without need of an 
eadiortation of ftis Idhil; for Ahdrew had obser- 
ved that he was a great respecter of persons, and 
anticipated that the-iimpteidr and plain attire of 
Blondellywere not calculated to gain much of his 
teveienoe 

At'the iloQpa{>pMifted tbe Bairisleff dbbe, 'and 
1^ leMvtd Widirtiie ^iiasmstildki^ie a^'Wli- 
tideration; But, w Wylie expected, fie anfoed 
on %>ot, iBidCT die f^oeeetiiai <)f mdy an m^ 
IireMa, ifdiov^h the w^i^her^iffas drixding* Ja- 
' cob's Vife, hn her part, was iiotte A^ent, imd 
when dinner was over, the <door of the diioog- 
liooifa was clos^,'aBrd admission to'fdland even^ 
'Mrt of visitors strictly pittinbiti^ 

' Our hero Aen entei^ed into a droumstantiali!^ 
iation of the whdle ^Hue ; he described, first, ins 
bwn adventures with the i^psi^ ^^ the ciiemli- 
itances under whiek ibe bddy ^as fottid ; lad 
.lastly, the examination, as it had been reported 
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•by hotd Sanctylbrd, Ijik tWfl. Iw n^i^er ei(tfW-< 
ajted nor e2;i9^<^mt«4» ^ v^lnAed lilifi. de^U^ <^ 

C«i;r«A])ly, <^1^ f>£ new b^ o^fii ir^sQy^ed^p^ oy^ ib^ 
bw9e9»; bU diacayei^ W tJ^ st^e-ya9r4 ; aiiA 
bit wX&mgyf viiib tbe gip^ womw, ^d b^ 

}»xp bee^L teUing yt^u is tbf cas^, aa it idDj coim 
191, before tbo Coiurt ; lrb^€^ you? afl&bamd c^ 
nion o\ for all that I bae siud will be provea by 

. ^^ Wk/^iket thf gipd^ ar^ guilty or not ^t 
^9^^ repUed Blosd«Il» ^ they will be Qondesmed. 
No jv^y ean reaist facta so strong, nor pffesump^ 
tiote «9 strikb^. But you swid, that in y^u^ 
mind you believed the gipsies innocent, wd t)mt 
jou thought you kaew who tbe real muxdttPer is. 
Let me know upon what thia opinion i^ founded i^ 
WyHe looked earnestly at BlondeiU, and after a 
pause of about a minute, said, ^ There are some 
things ibat shoot up in our fancies, that we would 
need to guard even frae the ear of friendship ; |br, 
uidess they prove true^^the disploi^ure will make 
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fools of us, and gin they are true, we dare scarcely' 
own them — ^they so far surpass the guesses of hu- 
man wisdom.^ He then described the manner of 
Sir Hubert Mowbray during the interview with 
the Earl. " He was a man,'' said he, ** fey wT 
something on his mind. There was a sort of in- 
ward fiiry about his thoughts, his eyes were gleg 
and suspicious, and fuH of fear, and his words 
were quick, and of an uneven and unnatural 
sound.*** 

** Your observations are shrewd and impres- 
sive, but there is nothing in them that can be 
available on the trial They might help to swell 
the interest of a winter's tale, but cannot be urged 
in Court; nor are they susceptible of being brought 
out in evidence,'* said BlondeU. 

Our hero then resumed, an^ related with mi<* 
nute accuracy what afterwards passed in the sta- 
ble-yard. The moment that he adverted to the 
dispatching of Jenkins the groom for a post- 
chaise, BlondeU clapped his hands ei^rly, and 
exclaimed, *' The gipsies may be saved, but we 
must stiH have something stronger against Sir 
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Hubert, befoire we can yentuare to reckon on their 
acquittal. We jnust throw suspicion upon him."" 

Wylie then mentioned his own conversation 
with the gipsy woman, sad her suiSpicion that 
the magistrate had hot written down the address 
tliat was on the card. 

^^ There will he no other witnesses summoned,'*" 
said Blondell, ^^ but those who were examined at 
the cioroner^s inquest ; and as Jenkins the groom 
was not there, I should not be surprised if he 
were sent out of the way.**^ 

At this juncture^ the bdl of tibe street-door was- 
impatiently rung, and soon after the gipsey boy 
was heard damorous in the halL Wylie express*' 
ed his astonishment at the circumstance, and go- 
ing to the room door, desired the boy to come in, 
and tell him what had happened. , 

The poor creature was jaded and heated, aiA. 
so carttrely coyered with mud, that he looked. 
more like a statue of clay than a human be* 
ing. Jacob was ordered to retire ; and the* 
boy then related that, as he was returning with 
bis mother and grandmother to the town where-* 
his' father and grand&ther were imprisoned, tbejrv 
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Iiftd pftflsed afll^ge^ctMieli, on the 

JenkiBfr, the maghtoi ltfa groeni) and dwt 1m/' 

grandmodier wdered Idm to dog^him at dl faa* 

^^ I, Ihev^upm,"' and tb^ bof^ ^ i«a mi nd- 
below the coach, and hugging A»ifmis,.mtM^ 
with k to Londofiy and l^uMi 10 BOW at ^ mn 
where it ptttup^^ 

^^ YeVaa-deiwiodaBi^ aAdiiifsapilrjips^f&a- 
gipsy,"" «Md oin hwa;: ^Vhut g« dcMtt U tiMr hk&r 
chen, and get scnnelhing to eat^and thareV a^htiKU- 
#-€rown to hei^ yom to a lodging ; iook dmatp^ 
how^er^ aft«r Jgaims^ and dkum let hiisf ihbdr - 
beV imnstTM.'^Tim hand o£ Heamai/' uiBS:.am^ 
hefo ftai^y^^^M^ '^ g^s^had hft the vomsilif^ 
olterga ef i$eAr iAi» was sMmaondto cendnelr: 
him down stairs, ^' ia imUr atseftekod fimtkiff thiw 
woric J^ddna loosl bt aribpaeaedr ant ottr 
w«B dsnethelbllMmignK»«n^ nM 
to his« sm^pais^ and tfaa* omslenmiioir of 
hiamasier. 

BkftdA h«mg acqtiiaid, in canffixntim wMr 
Mr haMaddiftaeni times, die sOTt of iafcsmetf nh 




of the poor outeast creature casmkitfai m «eaM« 
Ifoiabeiksv stontiet df ibdv atnocitkii xeconcBfed 
thtrlmroiiwby of theiiih Ailanlt t»tiic ig»ii^^ 
dtHiny dai^ Mwmtei iimou 

It iiM cf «0Me^piface to <te raedeM of the ^ 
fcace^ thai iho duamdm of Sir Huhrrt If ovbray, 
aaA«f: the state of jntesarmiae wUoii luid ^eiisled 
IwifcwitfHhim a»dtl»dbeaaaad» AoJdhetharoqf^ 
ly.aoQiitaiBod* With roipooft to thd tokwur^ th^^O"^ 
w^ ]M> diffiqiikijr ; Ae thasactor of Btr Hobeia 
staojiihif^ among his neighhaflica ; ho hdwiitod 
tkamUB ftdur an sia^ patataMPy ^ whath ha hacl 
matejvQgriBqpaovad. T^ vbdk pyantsy^ ki^oed^' 
murtamiad to gienaaaliaaathaBt ; JbutthcaevcBea 
fev iBTidiottB persons who qualified their praiaea' 
'wal hi ati Bii j i n wa u a t i a i ii i>apBWfc hb JaspkaMe ^^ 
iJMik^ili^lhaifa^ iKia«fye»as pcnarmdngm hir 
saieataMpita^i'itt nM taakaia m to ftiaMdahipa ; 
aaAlfctitif tohadjio^hamaopiMpcpNma, hrny^f 
hiawtBtowaegiaitotBrjasid maliafaiiB ith te«. '''Ha 
ia #iia»,7 aaM BtoUloaa ardMJm; tii/ Attdnhr, 
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irhere tbey had tsken up their abode, ^^ whose mxs^ 
cess seems to deter people from queakiiig out whai& 
they think of him.** 

The inquiriei^ respeeting his int^ooorse ynAt 
the mtirdered man were mk, howler, so ^eaaily ai^ 
swered. Their condition; in li& had bom 00 very 
d^rent, and the issue of dieir reqiactiVe fortunes 
had also been so cUssimilar^ that nothing ef'theaiv^ 
ture of an intimacy existed betweaii themi In the 
outset of life, the deceased had been »« boiler 
sphcte; and when a young roBn,yrasaiimU»ih^ 
to the best societies in Ae coun^ ; but fidliag 
into inn^ilaf habits, he had gradually lost caste. 
TowardsUmit was said lliafc Sir Hubert had adBd ^ 
very generously ; ncTer pardcdlsrly pressing him 
&r die paynait of his rent/ which wiRs genenOj 
is arrears. 

Blondell, en receivn^ thas acoount^ began to- 
waver in his suspicions. He stHl thou^hMfaatlbe 
gipsies were not guilty of the muider; hut he^ 
oould not bring Imnself to beMeve that agffntto 
man of Sir Hubert Mowbray^s diaraete» jbo fiiicad ^ 
ly to th^ deceased as he was sqmaeBlad.to lusve 
been^ was liMy t» be hastily bctayai 0*9 die 
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cftrnmiwitm of so frul a^deeil ; .far it SMuied to hm 
dwitt if lie liad eonuxiitted the muxder, it n«MtIiiiV)& 
beoi.on pcemedititicHi, from die dceunuit^iloe (rf*- 
sending^ bl$ .groom to order die po«treliii|8e, .efter : 
hfr bed cesfesfiedlv iwtflftfd Mr KnAd in the >foye6t.> 
^< Had the groom,^^ said Blonddl, *': been pi3^. 
^Mftdijr dnpatehed, it si^t; as it is reported &at 
Xiu^liiraft a hardr>mouthed feIkKir> hItTelieen rei^: 
aenable le ceppose that they had quanelled per-; 
hqptiibQiit Us anoeairs, and that in die quanoda: 
biiity/a»d fintal blow waainfli^ed. Bot juiootdiiig 
i» the fiitUSy and in imiacm widi.^ our infimnadon, 
it dofes .not appear, to inc. that Sis Hiiherticould 
ktfve had iaj^ motitoe fir tike perpeiantien.of) die 
tam^ilfl ftjn thesefore dispowd toduakdiat it 
wmt hii^^bmk oeminitited l^ aBatfaeB-*«dnie nn^ 
koimi inditidnalJ" : s 

f>rAiiida;eVi could not xej^y to these ofaUKTAtieiis ; 
kiajfcs'Hfcai; adhered to his own ofimm, that the 
Sareiiel^ aad^hes done>waa thegiall^. J^ the same 
^jbie^faewas oanviaoedithat nxdeas the blood coidi 
be very deariy brought bene to eome odier than 
4*fti*6n«lMbe g^ffiea^ the piobakffity was^.fiom 
.dfBfiiiidiMaieiilettaKMd ^gabat dwn^ dwtdiey 
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sMw tint ttfeiie odl tiM«i|^^ 

k your apuiiefr now- f^ lie leplifliy ^ IlVnD^eHtf 

idwe SJor Hubeit ami l&e detecsed mve^Mi inqr 
&citii% of «liiiAit}v tUcet nigb hw bitb swteir 

ih^ c i M t ii i ny iftf die Bartfaitfg lartait^ Buy hate 

ttrflns -w xfigiiiMMHv gawMnnsB B^ w n g fifUHy 
firan fRMrtftan «» getteniCMiiy cad inlMbg the 
rait of &^ firtbtfs u]im die diMreo ; aiidlje** 
biBBe tbsi vlMlfii dew ia ditr NwA mf W 
likcame diaae in lite SooiK oqpteiriiy what i 
kunr df £A pjwmpBtd -wS <k II^ ;|iiaid ikigaai 
of temper. I vouldna marvel, lifr ma&del^ lint 
•QMtf taoBk Hi tfaii Mces im ifeik jnoaliiy or the 
vitdidag «Mf of • ftttaer «t « ii^ 
MotiM CBongh in. tiie tt W M ft of « m«B «idi Sir 
Hahetl^i jndi joid pcEwwrnaeey «d gfMir t^db 
find kMld ^ iUb Jtividn.^ 
MonteH w« jjrodL with ihe ii| iiwdf y wii nftu^ 

^ Wliat you obeenre is certainly not improbdde; 

13 



•ad, pcriiqn, ifisiead of troaUii^ oundyes any ^ 
iMre about the intercourse of latter year^ ire 
ahould try to ascertain what sort of intimacy ex* 
between them in their youth.^ 
But the assiaes were to commence in two days, 
theve seemed to be no meaus befixre the trial 
lAio obtain access to^ the souiees ^ this infimna- 
tion. Our hero, howeT^, suggested an expedient 
that Miptiaed Btmdbtt €y«i WMte than the ing^ 
snity he had hitherto shewn— It was no less than 
l^eni^oy lii^ eU.gipsy ^ombi mt the wtfjupfm- 
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F#E MBiedajw pimr to ihe aftival of o«r li#ro* 
and Blondell, the poor gipsy wcrnien and the 
cbildr^ had been seen trotting about the skirts 
of the town. At first they pitched thdr tent un- 
der the hed^ on the road leading to the manooa 
of Sir Hubert Mowbray ; but he ordered his &»• 
vants to drive them away. Being thus forced tO' 
change the place of thdr encampment, they ve->- 
moved to a lane behind the inn, where the se^> 
vants about the stables, in compassion' ftr thast 
misfortune^ sometimes condoled with them on the 
fiite of thdr rektions. As oft^, however, as this 
was done, the children began t« weep bitteity^ 
and their mother sat dejected and silent; while 
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file cU wonuBi) dSatiiig M "vith the eaeai^ «f tfa^ ' 
mqpiied Pytbia^ astonished her anditora with hx» 
fierce and aracular prediclioiis. I& the nddat.DC. 
one of these laptmous pasrozysniB, Sir Hubsrtr, 
salt them some money, sad requested thto. t^ 
retire from the neighfaourheod, until the triid was 
oYer. In an inskMit, as if actuated by one spi- 
rit, the whole group started up, and with londtt 
and vehement impvecaftioiis agsinst the iigustiecci 
of num, demanded the interposition of heaVen* 
Notliing) however, eseaped them to' betaniy ii^ tjle^ 
slightest d^geee their suspicioti of Sir Huh^fftic, 
except a rash and indignant repulse, by tbeiboy,A 
of the servant's hand wlm offerjed them j)ie niQney. 
The dd woman^ observii^ th^ aetioiE^ ho^^mPA^; 
oiifie calmy and making a si^ ta the othefss sii^ 
Imced them also^ while she took thci mpney, s^fy^*. 
iQg sigmficimtly, << It is sent by ProMfdei^ci&ito 
enable us to get help to prove .who is indeed tbf^: 
tcue tXHirderer.^ 7 

.The whole of this scene podnccd a pnofiMUid' 
sepsi^n among the bystanders, and so^ of; 
tb«9>^ ^9pi to doubt if the gjypaes were siilgf «r 



iflUe all tegatdei ihe txkan imafy "riA geatu 
umto of compamon and ehaxity.. A smali c^U 
laedDn ima in eons«^pMAce vaiped fer tlieBa #n the 
ipot^; md the bm^Tolaqt faduig^in nUdl it ofik 
gbuilad spreading thffMgb.tbe^ fo^nf,^ a 4o»dds^ 
aUe sdm was so^it lataedL 

It bebg knows anoiig Aa MrfMM'of the ^ 
lilit Blondell wua f^ bamaltr ;, soon after bie^ a^ 
rival, the «ld waa^im ImA eo«ie "i^^ ^ rAf^ 
rkfff m hep hand t^ ddbfiit lAs imstofieet Blan* 
dA at firiBt yefased Ae niQB^ ; bat our hearo mg« 
tiSsA to hizft that he ought, m die meafl tme, lo 
aocept-it* . 

«» It is Beeesaary,^ raid Ke^ •* that we AotM 
not appeff^ vrefy Tohiaiflsy i& f h» affi&, tffl w« 

gel » twtter grip o^ fl^ caac^ and ye nmst jttst snb- 
nil to he Aoi^ht figh% offer a seasett."^ 

""Sbe effbet of takng the money was what Aitr 
^ew an^ipated-; and the meimness of Blondell 
waa everywh^e loudly condemned. Some of fait 
t m dif e n of llie long xabe, on reachhig the town^ 
^t rrening, when they heard of the tnnsadtion, 
nude ft grest sAr jhoQt the respect abBi ty 0f die 
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profewioti, and txeated !MoBd£iliNrtth lawqiii'TQcd' 
lAfcrlm of ih&fccfni&ttspt^ «n «f wbich'he endii^Md 
with in^vnihieiiihtb ftttkude. 'TIiii% sot aely-yf^V 
tii0 pri^cHiers alvsadjpaaitMieed in pdblie ofiniim, 
biit iliei^'ccnuifiel oontemned a^ oliBCiIre and inea^* 
paUe, and, botk ]a> prineiples aad practice, ii dia*' 
gnce to the Bar. Zt roqpnred.Bo'Ettire iresobfttkm. 
on hiH part to bear this with patience ; and lakncm 
tha&'bnce he ezpresaisd las apprehanaiaBatoliV^- 
lie, that the preju£c6* against dteat would be f#- 
tid t6 ihm dients. Andrew, however,, was nont' 
dSsmsfei He had embarked m the business^ 
and witk fiiat nndeviatiiqp pexseteranee 'vddek no 
cafttdib^ seemed to affect,, he resohitefy weol: finr* 
watd.' 

Itt ptBanance of the plan which ovi hero had' 
aoggested, as we nodced at theconehision of tiie 
last ehapt», tihe old' gipsjr was sent for, and w'ben 
die entered the room^he said^ ^ Noo, hicfcj, I" 
hare ahankeriog to get afcnrtune toU^ and aeye 
h«re nb dodbt some shgkt with caok and keel,.' I 
wooldtta hae liie hdp o^yiBfurkttiidiBliiatbiuQk 
ness.** 

The oU waBua looked at Urn widi a hecK and 
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inqmsitiYe eye ; and th^en turmog. round to Bhu- 
dell, and raising h^ left hand over her ^yes, as 
if the' sun dazaled them, steadily also» peru^e^ 
ereiy trait and feature of his countenance. '* I^ei- 
thcr of you, I aee^'' said she cahnly, " would at 
thia time tr^e wilh the grief q£ a miserable old 
woman. What^s your pleasure ? Whose fortune 
would yon ha^e me read P"^ 

" Comey oome, lucky,'*' cried our hero, *^ nma 
of yoiir astie cantrips with tae. I have a nation 
dMt ye can spae best, wh^i ye know something 
about the history of your customers ; :andthiMiit'^a 
easi^ to read thirty years of a dead maa*s Ufe^ 
llian three days of whalTsto hap|>eh to ^ livings 
Now the fortune that we want told is the mm*- 
dered manV; and ye iaamttry in your pwiny 
way to get us some account of his gceeu years, be«^ 
&re ^ Uight feU on him. find out whether he 
has suffered the cross of faithless love, or treach^ 
etous fiiendship ? Wh^t Uink ef an evil eye marr 
rid his flouriBhii^ ? Or whether he has hadoocs^ 
sion to dread arifeol the enini^ of any secret ad- 
versary ?^ . . 

Blondell seehied to thmk, that perhapa thd old 
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iroman "wovld not undersUiid this sort of Ian- ' 
guage, and added, ^* We leish, in fact, good wo- 
man, to know, ^, in early life, there was e^er any * 
quarrel——^ 

Andrew checked him abruptly, saying, ^ Toot, 
toot, man, well no get at the truth, if ye tell what 
ye want. This carlin here csa deck Mes enew to 
satisfy you j if lies would serve.-^udewife, yc 
Ifen very weel what we want. Gang and learn a^ 
ye can, and then come back as soon as possible.'^ 

The old woman, for about half a miiiote, stood 
erect and eilent, as if she was inwardly pondering 
with herself; and then, as it were, coming out of 
her trance^ she looked cheerfully at Andrew^and 
immediately left the room. 

When she had retired, Blandell said it wMdd^ 
be necessary to prepare something for the pritfon- 
ers to read in their defence, whatever m^t be 
the course that cireumstanceB might afterwards 
require him to piffsue; and for this purpose he 
wait to hia own room that he might noit be dis^ 
turbed, Lord Sandyford, who had wrttien to our 
hero, on hearing he had arrived, being then bouxly^ 
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e3q[iected. It, howeyer, occiin^ to Andrew, aft^ 
the. gipsies, coqld not Iriead, as-Btondcill &tuttere4» 
-^p«8 judges, however clear in their d^very, ai^er 
seldom good readers, — and as he hrmfielf vas a 
Yflry bad oae, that it would be of great conse- 
qpft^nee tp obtain sojnebpdy to re^d t&e defence^ 
vificm the jHroper effeet of which much miglit de^- 
pend^ both with the Court and the Ju^ry . 

l» dblih^ating with himself on thicf ^omt, tke 
bold idea ooce or twice presented itsdf, that if 
]|4ird Saa^iford could be induced ta uiatd^rtake 
the important ta^k^ the effect of his Lord^hqp^s 
mak^ ivith the pM^hoa aad grace of hia docution,. 
-toald be in the highest (iogree effeetivei and bgr 
the time the Earl arrived^ he had resolved W 
speak to him on the subject. 

Accordingly, next day, on his Lordship's arvi- 
vttl, after their first salutations were over, he said^ 
^ Although, my Lord, I have no doubt of the 
poor gipsies' innocence of the murder, yet th^re 
ase preat difficulties in the way of an eflfectuat 
defence. In the first place, they can neith^ writ0 
nor read ; secondly^ Mr Blonddl, whom I bava 



teoti^tlrith me, to tti»id u^ fbr tbem, is a dfead- 
fifl itamnM^ier ; and tbiidly, yoicr Loidsliiplaiows 
^dbfsM; thie Jodge is such a desperile dnmie, tfeftt 
^^fie he to read tiie drfence, the likelihood », 
that he irould croon the Jury asleep, instead af 
inonHig either their hearts or'^tmdefcsta&diiigs ^ 
yieid toiiwds the prisonen. TUs fiustes ne, aiid 
I really am greatly at a loss.^ 

^< r should hare flm^^'^ si^ theiQui, *< that 
^^cm weald haT«^ provided a fitter nd^jsaM, thia 
<the iMie you seem to haye'4^oseiBu" 

^^ I had my reaMns," T6|ifeed Axdreir, f^Jbr 

what I have done ; and cottld I hnt^et any hody 

'wijeh a national portion «if common sentoe^ tolread 

tiie paper that Mr Blondcil is now ^lepiuriiig, I 

weidd not despair of an acqoittal.^ 

Lord Sandyfind appeal a litde stvnek ^wkh 
the -first port of tins remark, and Isaid, ^Imt-^ 
tainiy ought not to question that you have aetad 
in this matter with your characteristic' tmgMtj ; 
biit I am surprised l3iat ybu attach so much im- 
portance to any thii^ that am be said in a papm:. 
The Court and JmyiriH lie gotemed entady by 
the &cts that come out in evidence*'" 
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A^Eidreir. then esplained to hirn^ that, for. rea- 
sons within his own breast, he did not wish that 
any thing should arise to lessen the prejudice 
against tbs prisoners, tiU the whole case for the 
crown was closed ; and he mfonned his Lordship 
of this light in which BlondeU taxd himself, he 
Aad reason to faelieTe, were considered both by 
the bench and the bar«. . 

The Earl was perplexed, and said, ^f I am 
thoroi^hly persuaded that the method you have 
chosen is eqiially prudent and wise, although I 
do not y^ distinctly pere^ve in what manner it 
is to be of use to the poor prisoners." 

" Of the eflGsct,"' rqdied Wyfie, " I have no 
doubt ; but if s a terrible thing that there^s no a 
man, wi^ humaiitty enough, able to read the paper 
as it'shotdd be read. The Jug^ will mumble it ; 
and were I to adc ony o- the barristers, the chance 
is, that th^ wo«Id turn with « snort bodi front it 
and me.*" 

. ^' I cannot thpLnk," r^oined the Earl^ '^ that 
there is any such mighty difficutojr in. the way. 
Were it not contrary to the rules and forms of 
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iSiO Ccrurt,' i should kave no ohjectum to read it 

myself"' 

' ' ^^ That^s a very cbairitaMe «iid kind propoBition 
an your Lordsfaip'^s part ; and I am sure tbrre is 
no obstacle of law against it. Yell be sitting, 
I''se warrant, on the bench ; and when the time 
comes I can hand up the paper to your Lordship, 
as it were for the Judge, and your Lordship can 
then just in an easy way, ask leave to read the 
paper; for Mr Blondell writes. a small nanow 
craUbed hand, and the Judge is an old man, that 
to a certainty never could well make it out.^ 

The Earl smiled, and said, ^^ This is too much. 
From the first, Wylie, you have been contriving 
to get me to undertake this business. I see through 
itaU; and I give you credit for the way in which 
you have made the proposal come from myself. 
However, I will so far humour you in this task of 
mercy, as to play into your hands. But as BIon« 
dell writes such ^ a sma^ narrow crabbit hand,^ it 
is highly necessary that I should peruse his paper 
before attempting to read it from the bench.*" 

During the remamder of the evening, nothing 
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pMkidisiy jmmmI with liifl Loraship, wbo, bcu^ 
somewhat fiitigaed by his journey from Chastin^* 
tonJMdly tetixfd esdy; irixDe BbadeU andour 
hcfo jai Tip, m exjpectaftien of heiNPiii^ sottediiiig 
«f the gi{>8y * 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



INFEEENCES. 



About midiuglit the old woman made her ap- 
pearance, with a haggard expression of exultation 
and triumph in her eyed. The moment that the 
wakev who shewed her into the room had retired, 
and the door vas closed behind him, she rushed 
eagerly towards our hero, and raising her left 
hand^ shook it mysteriously ; at the same time ele- 
vating also the &re-finger of her right, she hur- 
riedly b^gan to speak to the following effect : — 

^* Fate and Death are on the road ; I hear them 
coming ; but I see an Angel of Glory standing be- 
side you that will daunt them firom passing to haxm 
me or mine* The dead man andhis murderer were 
plants of the same spring time ; and when their 
heads ware green, the blasted and the &llen waa 
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the gayest and the proudest. They were boon 
companions ; a lily grew in the valley, and they 
both stretched out their hands ; the dead man won 
the flower, but from that day his fortune began to 
fade ; the cry of a nfled maiden went up to hea- 
ven and brought down the mildew ; and the spite 
of a thwarted lover, like the invisible fire that 
withers the siunm'er bough, secretly worked its de- 
cay." 

" Hooly, hooly, lucky," cried Andrew, while 
Blondell sat admiring the sybilline energy of the 
hag ; ^^ come down out of the clouds, and set by 
your broomstick ; for though we can ettle a guess 
at the substance of your raving, we maun have 
something 'more to the purpose. The lily ye^re 
making a^ this ranting about was just some young 
lass ; and the valley it grew in was, I trow^ nO' 
thing else than some cottar'^s shed ; so speak to the 
point, lucky, and fash us naemair with your hero- 
glyphicals." 

^' I can but speak," cried the gipsy, earnestly, 
^' as ye have heard. There is no malice like that 
of a disappointed lover ; nor a deadlier foe than an 
angered fii^oid. The grass has long been green 
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aver Alice Cresswell^s bosom, bat the hate of her 
baffled lover could only be quenched in blood 
Thrice seven times has the leaf fallen since she 
was laid in the earth, and every time the fortunes 
of her betrayer were left barer.*" 

" Weel, but tell us whar ye heard a' this ravel- 
led cHshmaclavers,^ exclaimed Andrew, peevishly. 

The old woman, however, had no other way of 
expressing herself except in her gipsy jargon, and 
that was still more unintelligible. Blondell, how- 
ever, interposed ; and by dint of a long and pa- 
tient questioning, ascertained that when Knarl and 
Sir Hubert were young men, they had both at- 
t^npted to seduce Alice Cresswell, a game-keep- 
er'^s daughter, and that Knarl became the favour- 
ed lover. In consequence of which, from being 
intimate friends, they became for some time dead- 
ly enemies ; and that Sir Hubert, being a person 
of greater opulence than his rival, contrived to 
thwart him in all his undertakings, until he had 
brought him to the verge of ruin ; that Knarl was 
perfectly sensible of his malign influence, although 
it was so managed that he could not apenly charge 
him with any fr»ud or design ; and took, on all 
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occasionB, every opportunity of fastening a quar- 
rel on his enemy, but without success. At hist, 
by this intemperance having worked his own ex- 
clusion from the society of gendemen, he fdl into 
dissipated halnts, which complieteA his degrada^ 
tion. 

In this stage of his misfortunes, Sir Hubert 
then stepped forward, and, se^ningiy with great 
magnanimity, entreated him to forget the grudge 
that had so long subsisted between them, and ge- 
nerously offered to befriend him. Enarl knew his 
rival too well to trust much to the sincerity of his 
professions ; but the pressure of distress, and that 
laxity of the sense of honour which adversi^ever 
causes, overcame his scruples, and he accepted of 
a farm, on liberal terms, from his enemy. The 
conduct of the Baronet had all the outward cha- 
ractmstics of gen^osity, and the affiur redound- 
ed much to his credit ; but still Enarl sui^tected 
that something lurked at the bottom of the cap 
which had beeyi so unexpectedly and so warmly 
proffered ; for occasionally, whcsn flushed with 
wine^ he would give vent to his suspdons ; and 
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on the day prior to the murder, something of this 
kind had taken pkce, with a threat of exposure. 

Such was die substance of the information which 
the. old gipsy had obtained. It seemed to pre> 
sent nothing avaihible to the defence of the pri- 
soners ; and when the poor woman retired, Blon-t- 
dell shook his head, and spoke as if he considered 
their case hopeless. Not so our hero ; he made no 
v^BQark, but sat thoughtfiilly for some time ; he 
then began to move about, and finally, to pace the 
Xoom in perplexity, halting every now and then, 
as if he intended to speak, but as often checking 
himself. 

Blondell^ who by this time had acquired a pro^ 
fi>und respect for his sagacity, remained silent, 
watching his motions with interest and curionty. 
At hist Andrew resumed his seat, and said,^^ I 
ihink,Mr Blondell, this gathering of odds and ends 
by that auld wife will hae a powerfiil effect My 
Lord, ye ken^ has promised to read the defence ; 
now ye maun put into it ahypothetical story ,where- 
in ye will relate, in a circumstantial manner, some- 
thing like this tale of Enarl ; and yell suppose a 
man who has been so eqpited by misfortune, meet- 
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ing in a state of intoxication with some one that 
he had thought wronged him, and that a quarrel 
ensued ; and when ye have set all this out to ad- 
vantage with your best cunxung, yell then take 
another turn, and describe the workings of the ve- 
nom of resentment in the breast of his adversary ; 
and with that art which ye know how to employ, 
ye'*Il represent that adversary yearning for re- 
venge, and watching with great vigilance for an 
opportunity to satisfy his hatred^— winding up with 
some supposed meeting by accident, under cloud 
of night, in a lonely forest, nobody near, nor eye 
to see, but only the stars of heaven. Do this, and 
well see what effect it has on Sir Hubert, who will 
no doubt be present at the trial ; and by that we^U 
shape the line of our defence, and be regulated in 
the bringing forward of our evidence.'* 

Blondell was not altogether satisfied with this 
irrelevant mode of proceeding, but Wylie urged 
him so strongly, that before going to bed he alter- 
ed the paper which he had previously prepared 
for the defence, and it was ready for Lord Sandy- 
ford to peruse in the morning. 

The trial excited a great deal of interest, and a 
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a vast multitude was early assembled round the 
Court-house. Among them the unhappy gipsy 
family stood near the entrance to the hall ; and the 
crowd opened involuntarily as the Judges and the 
High Sheriff) with their officers and attendants, 
passed in state. The moment that the old woman 
saw them, she dropped on her knees ; and the rest 
of her family following her example, knelt in a row 
by her side, and loudly clamoured to the heavens 
to send down justice. 

The spectators were profoundly impressed by this 
spectacle, and made way with silence and solem- 
nity for the imfortunate gipsies to retire from the 
qpot. A few children who were in the crowd fol- 
lowed them, and stood round them in sympathetic 
compassion as they mournfully seated themselves 
on the steps of a door, awaiting the fate of their 
relations, who were in the meantime placed at the 
bar. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 



THS TEIAL. 



At the trial, the Earl of Sandyford and Si^ 
Hubert Mowbray were seated on the bench^ and 
his Lordship sat on the right of the Judge irho 
presided. When the in£ctinent was read, the 
prisoners pleaded Not Guilty, and the son wtt 
proceeding with great vehemence to assert lhm 
innocence of the murder, while he again aclaiows> 
ledged that they had plundered the body. But 
upon a signal from our hero, he suddenly desist- 
ed, and stood silent. 

After a short statement of the case from the 
counsel for the Crown, the examination of the 
evidence commenced. The post-boys were asked 
the same questions which they had formerly an*, 
swered before the coroner. Lord Sandyford''s 
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groom was also interrogated to the same facts, 
and it was clearly established that the younger 
firiflKmer was one of the two persons who had been 
scared from the body. Sereral other witnesses 
proved, that they had found the watch and the 
trinkets of the deceased in the possession and on 
like person of the old man. 

The case for the prosecution being thus dosed, 
the spectators were convinced that the guilt was 
fidly established, and the Court also wore a por- 
Jtoitons aspect to the unfortunate prisoners. Sir 
Hubert Mowbray, who had evinced throughout 
Jthe examination a troubled and eager solicitude, 
^bnrew himself back in his seat, as if tired with 
some inordinate labour, and seemed relieved firom 
the most intense anxiety. 
. After a short pause, the Judge inquired what 
4lia prisoners had to urge in their defence, and 
Blondell replied for them, that they had prepared 
A'short statement, whieh they hoped the Judge 
vmild vead to the Jury. The paper was accord- 
ingly passed hy him to Andnew, who had seated 
Jumself, as if by accident, under Lord Sandyfoid, 
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and he gave it up to his Lordship. The Etfrl vas 
a little agitated when he received it, hut said to* 
the Judge, in giving it to him, that as it seeai- 
ed to he closely and cramply written, he would, 
with his permission, read it to the Coiut. 

The Judge thanked his Lordship for his po- 
liteness, and said aloud, that ^^ although the evi^ 
dence adduced was really irresistible, yet that the 
prisoners in some respects might be consideTed 
fortunate in the accident of hairing their defence 
put into the hands of his noble friraid^ the Eail 
of Sandyford, by whom it would be read with an 
effect that could not have been antidpated, and 
listened to by all present with a degree ci re- 
spectAil attention, which, after what was proved 
in evidence, could scarcely have been expected^^ 

At the conclusion of this address the Earl rose. 
His elegant figure, and prepossessing counter 
nance, were of themselves calculated to b^et the 
most favourable disposition in his auditors, and 
this feeling was excited into a s^itimoit of refser- 
ence, by the solenmity of the occasion, and the 
charity of the oiBoe he had undertak^a. Um&- 
customed, however, to take a leading part in ao 



THE TBIAL. ^03 

mixed and such a mimearous aseembly, there was 
' a slight degxee of diffid^ice in his manner ; per- 
haps it might be owing to the consciousness of 
being a party to the benevolent artifice by which 
the paper had been placed in his hands. It, 
hpweyer, had the effect of engaging the affection, 
if we may use the term, of the spectators in his 
favour, adding, as it were, li touch of something 
that drew its esseiu^ fix>m compassion, to the con- 
ciliatory influence of his personal appearance. 
. The paper began with a simple description of 
the outcast condition of the prisoners, stating, 
that had they consulted their own feelings, they 
would have offered no defence, but allowed them- 
sdves to have been quietly conducted to the scaf- 
fidd, not because they had committed any crime 
which merited a doom so dreadful, for they knew 
liuit neither the Court nor the Jury could do* 
otherwise than believe them guilty. 

^^ The evidence,^ said the defence, and the reader 
became pathetic, ^^ is so strong, that we are unable 
to res^t it — ^we were scared fiom the body of the 
QM^deredman— his property was found in our pos- 
aeiiionf—whiUtavails assertions of innocence against 
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fiicts 80 BtuhbiMffiP But we are iimooeiil-*-ttid in 
the face ef eTidence that would cofivict the ine- 
proachable Judge himself before whom w« are now 
arraigned, we deckre ourselves fr^ from Ae 
stain of this crime. Which, howev^, amonj^ you, 
has any respect for the declaration of two miser- 
able vagrants, bred up todishonfesty, praetked in 
deceit, and the natural terminalion of whose IHe, 
by almost all present, is considered as thaft which 
seems inevitably to await this poor despised <dd 
man, and the heir and partner of all his igaoaanj? 
My Lo^d, and Gentlemien of the tTury, like law 
of this land presumes that every culprit pSaoed at 
the bar, is innocent till he has been proved guihy* 
—But we we so treated ? On the contrary, my 
Lord and Gentlemen, lay your hands upon your 
own hearts, and say to Heaven, if you can, that 
you have not come to this trial with a g^eral peiu^ 
suasion of our guilt, and in the investigaticm have' 
not unconsdously construed the evidence against 
the friendless outcasts, rather than sought to find 
in it any extenuating circumstance. But why 
need we dwdU on this — ^why contend aginnst a 
fatality that. cannot be resisted? Habit, educa- 
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tioiiy yea, tibeyexy letter of your law, Ae law by 
wftdch you profess to give us justice, has taken from 
die Tagrant gipsy all the common pritileges of the 
8ii}iject,.aiid pronounces him a crimiiial befinre he is 
eren accused of any crime. Had we not «t6od in 
this original degradation before you-t-had we pos- 
sessed, like the felons that are usually brought to 
this bars, the basis of any claim to be considered 
Sfl innocent, ihen we should have entered courage* 
ously on our defence, and though we might not 
have -succeeded against such evidence, to demon- 
strate our perfect innocence, we should have made 
you, Gentlemen oif the Jury, hesitate in your 
refdhtf and even yourself,, my Lord, tremble, 
when .obliged to pronounce the fittal sentence. In- 
that jcase,we should have shewn that all agunst us 
iifrlrat presumptive circumstances. Weshoifldhave 
dttSMuadedofthecounsel for the Crown, topatrt^ that 
the body was not stiiBP and cold, when 'tibetBcrvants 
of Lord-Sandyfi>rd removed it from the road ; for, 
my Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury, we are prepa- 
redto prove that ftct; and we Would ask you,-^not 
you, bat all-^yei^ the whole world,-— -whether it is 
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likely that two penons, who hod hours before com- 
mitted a murder on tbe highway, and under the 
doud of ni^t, would have exposed themselves to 
the hazard of detection, by going abroad in the 
morning to plunder their victim ? The thing is 
incredible, and yet you must bdieve it, if you be- 
lieve us guilty; for we shall show, by the witnesses 
for the {ttoseci^n, that th^ did find the body 
stiff and cold, at the very time when they detected 
us in the act of rifling it. 

^^ My Lord, and Gentlemen of the Jury"—You 
are to bear in mind, that could we havebelieved 
ourselves not previously ccmsidered by you as 
guilty, we would have shown that the deceased 
was seen ahve cm the preceding night, not fior 
from the i^t where his body was found. Is it 
not {ttobable that, the murder was committed soon 
after that time? And if we can prove that we were 
then at a considerable distance, we would adc you 
to say, whether the persons who saw the murder- 
ed man at that hour on that spot, are not more 
likely to have done the deed themselves, than tbe 
unfortunate men whom the presumptive evidence. 
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(for it is only presomptiTe,) which you have heard^ 
has prepared you to condemn P But you will 
think that Ae persons alluded to are freed firom 
the risks of such a charge, li^ the integrity and 
virtue of their eharactar. Yes, my Lord, and 
Gentlemen of the Jury, they are freed — no visi- 
ble motive can be assigned to make it feasilble, 
diat they were likely to commit such a crime- 
while the hereditary in&my and poverty of the 
gipsies 0(mstitute warrantiy enough to punish 
them for any offimce. But is infamy the child or 
diepai^nt of vice ?<«-and is poverty always the mo- 
dier of crimes P The shame that attaches to the 
outcast wanderer, is often but the extended visi* 
Waxm of ancestvalsinf-^'andin dieunknownabysses 
of your own bosoms, have you never iidt the dark 
giopings of hatred and revenge P Set the inftmy 
that gipsies inherit 60m their paristtts adde--4f 
your prejudides can be moved' to do sadi an act 
of justlice-<Hind restore uff to tiiat eqimfity which 
men placed in the perils of the law are jusdy en- 
tkied to dUim 'ancl to expect, and much of that 
pevsuasion with'which you have beiieveot us gidl- 
ty will at once pass away fiom yout minds. Then 
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think how mimy other inatementsj as well as {kh 
verty, urge tmhiippy mea to the commission of 
crimei, and you will not beUeye diat poyerty 
could alone be the instigator of this mysterious 
murder. Picture, for example) to yourselyes two 
young men in the animation of youtl^ful riyalxy 
---tlieir foTtunes green and flouidshing) and both 
in pursuit of the same mistress, with. aU that ar* 
dour which the energy of youth inspire&— On^ of 
them is successful. Reflect, on the mortification 
of the other-^he grudge and the resentment 
wluch takes root in his bosom. FoUow tkeai in 
tb^ progress of life — see the successftd loyer, 
flushed pearhaps with his guilty yictory, rushii^ 
deeper and deeper into pleasure, and finally sink- 
ing into ruin:;; while hiS' adversary, perhaps dia* 
gusted by the failure of his love advaiture, settlea 
into a pmdent, a caknxlating, and a worldly cha^ 
rsifiteTr Carry your viewfiirther, ai^ in the wreck 
(^ his riyaTs fortune, see him stepping' forward 
with a malieioiKs generosity, whiish humbles whak 
it aids, and'taldbe^ his enemy by the hand, amB* 
zingthe^xiMbybiAdisinterestedkiiRineBs. Thn^ 
look into llttr Bsortified breast of the hi 
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bankrupt, and contemplate the bitter feeliiigs that 
a career of licentiousness has engendered, and 
which are darkly stirring and fomenting there. 
Is it to be supposed, that between two such per- 
sons any other sentiment can exist than the most 
implacable hatred, though the haMtual prudence 
of the one, and some remaining regard to the es- 
timation of the world, in the other, may still im- 
pose restraints which keep their respective animo- 
sities at bay ? But suppose, that by some acd* 
dent, in the course of years, they are brought to- 
gether, immediately after some recent provocation 
on both sides, and in such a place, for example, 
and at such a time of night, as when this murder 
was committed P Suppose, also, that the malignant 
benefactor is attended by his servant, and the 
bankrupt is on foot— if, next morning, the bank- 
rupt is found murdered near the spot where they 
met ; and if it can be proved that his inveterate 
enemy, soon after they had passed each other, 
sent away the servant on a needless pretext, would 
not every man think, whatever was the character 
of the gentlema n L ook to Sir Hubert Mow- 
bray.*" — 



210 CHAPTER XXII. 

Lord Sandyford himself was startled at this 
abrupt apostrophe, which had been added after 
be had perused the defence before coming into 
Court ; and the alamied emphasis with which he 
uttered it, produced an awM effect. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

THE TABLES TURNED. 



The words, " Look to Sir Hubert Mowhray,'* 
were written at the bottom of a page, and on turn- 
ing over the leaf nothing was added. The Judge 
inquired what it meant, and Blondell immediately 
said he did not understand it ; that the words must 
have been inserted by some mistake unknown to 
him. They were in fisict supplied by our hero se- 
cretly, for he anticipated this effect ; he had also 
abstracted the remainder of the defence. 

^^ Mr Blondell,^ said the Judge, '^ unless you 
think fit, it is unnecessary to proceed farther in 
this sort of defence ; I would advise you to call 
what witnesses you intend to bring forward."" 

The clear-sigfated counscUorinstantly acquiesced 
in this suggestion ; and the Earl sat down, ponder- 
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ing on the singularity of the incident, while every 
eye in tlie Court was turned towards Sir Hubert 
Mowbray. 

When or^ was restored, (for the agitation 
which the abrupt apostroj^e had produced lasted 
some time,) our hero was placed in the witnesses . 
box, where he related wH^ smgular brevity a|^ 
clearness the whole of his adyenture with the gip- 
sies ; but he was designedly not asked by Blon^ < 
dell req^ecting the card. Lord Sandyfbrd sat in 
admiration of his sdlfcommand, and the qmet and 
imobtrusive distinctness of his answers ; but was 
troubled at the omission of so important a fact 
Doctor Saffiron was then called, and proved the 
hour at which Wylie had appHed for admission. 
The post4K)ys and Lord Sandyford^s groom were 
successively again placed in the box, and dearly 
established what was asserted in the paper, that 
the body was stiff and dold 

The Judge was so amased at the tiim which the 
examination was taking, that.his hand shook as he 
took down the evidence. Suspidon darted firom 
every eye on Sir Hubert ; and several times it was 
observed that his lips became whit^ and ayellow 
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wdfcinon overspread his' oGimteiiance, but still he 
)cq»t his plftce. 

In this stage of the proceedings Blondell pau- 
sed, and requested that the minuteapf the exami- 
nation before Sir Hubart, and of the cdroner^s in- 
qaest». should be read. It was done accordingly ; 
^m^ m Sir Qubert^s 10^9 instead of our heroes 
name and address — the suspicion of the old gipsy 
woman was confirmed— -another name end address 
l»d been substituted. 

'' Where is die card ?"" said BlondelL 

^^ It has been somehow lost or mislaid,^ refdied 
Sir Hubert, with a faultering voice. 

The Judge anl ^adverted on the carelessness of 
permitting such an accident to happen. 

^^ It is of no consequence,'** said Blondell ; and 
in a moment after he added, ^^ but I find, my 
Lord, that.the.card has not been lost I crave, 
honrevar, your. Lordship^s attentkm, and that of 
the Gentlemen of the Jury, to the singular fact, 
that it does not contain the name and address 
whSch has hem read from the record of the mi- 
nutes.^ 

The patdied card was dien handed up to the 
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Judge ; who, in passing it to Sir Htibert, looked 
him stemly in the face. The Baronet, however, 
still iHiustered his agitation sufficiently to deny that 
it was the c^d. 

The prisoners, on hearing his denial, uttered 
a groan of rage, and an appalling murmur ran 
through the whole Court.^londell, however, w||ii 
inflexible serenity, went on with his business, and 
merely said, ^^ I am sorry to trouble the Court ; I 
should have questioned the witness, Wylie, as to 
this point ; but, my Lord, the omissbn was inten- 
tionaL" 

^^ I can believe that, Mr Blondell,^'repUed the 
Judge, emphatically. ^^ Let WyHe be again call- 
ed." 

He was accordingly placed in< the box, and not 
only swore to the fact of having given the catd, but 
also that of the visit wfaidi he had received fii>m 
the gipsy woman ; and his evidence was confirm- 
ed as to the visit by the constable to ^om Jacob 
had given her in charge, and who could not di- 
vine, till that moment, for what reason he had 
been summoned as a witness. 

A sound of dread and wonder murmtired in the 



Court, ftod was succeeded by the most profound 
»leilce» when J^ildns^ Sir Bubert^s groom, was 
called. His master, the moment he mounted the 
box, hastily retired ; and it was indeed time, for 
his answers to a few simple questions, calculated to 
dlicit the circumstances whidi he had stated to our 
ly^ro in the stable-yard of the um, convinced every 
person present that the suspicion attached much 
more strongly to Sir Hubert dian even to the gip- 
aes, altbot^h, in reality, no direct circumstance 
was clearly brought home. But so susceptible had 
every mind been rendered by the curious train of 
reflection which the written defence had been de- 
signedly drawn to produce, that every thing in the 
groom^s evidence told with the force of a fact. 

. At this crisiB an 'agitated howl of horror sud- 
denly rose from the crowd assembled around the 
Court-house ; the Judge started from his seat ; 
and the Jury, as if actuated by some sublime im- 
pulse, proclaimed the gipsies innocent. In the 
same instant a hundred voices exclaimed, that Sir 
Hubert Mowbray, in a fit of distraction, had 
thrown himself from a window, and was killed on 
the fi|K>t. * 
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The Court iminediAtely acy^^^'^^')^ ^ ^^ before 
the gipsies retired firom the bar, Blondell took 
an opiwrtuiiity of giving them, 'm the presence of 
his br^diriESii^ the money which the <^d woman had 
bro^hit.to himi in her inmplicity, as a fee. The 
foimdaliioA of lus fortune was indeed kid ; for the 
J)idgeq[>Qkeaf his address and talents in terms of 
the higbesl admiration ; the ccmseqnence of which 
w^^ that he was retained in almost every impcHrtant 
cause ; and although the impediment in his qpeeeh 
prevented him fiKHn ever becoming a populsrideado 
er, he acquired great opulence as a chamber couiw 
s§Uor ; aod^ throu^ life, spoke of our hero as the 
original ardiitect. of his fortune. 

On none, however, did the singular result of 
this important trial leave so deep an impression as 
on the Earl of Sandyford. His Lordship saw the 
pervading sagacity of his fovourite in the whole 
skilful management of the defence; and when th^ 
met in the inn, after returning from the Court, 
i^Qst^ of treating him with that wonted fiuniliar- 
ity which piroceeded fix>m a sense of his own supe* 
ri9rity, he addressed him with so mudi respect, 
that the change in his manner was assuxance to 

10 
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Wylteit^tAieasoenda&ey whiclilieiiii^tnowMsume 
«v«r ^irv^n 1Mb aecdnsplished and- highly endowed 
noblmiw. SiUl, however, his original and inde- . 
MmetiMe Bimi^city, like the pui^ 6f Ih? invul- 
nerable diamond, underwent no alteraticm ; he con- 
tinued <4:ke same odd and whimsical being ; and 
t[vei^'t(*]iile the Earl- wms seriously apj^Uniditig the 
generdsilbf and eiect with whidi he had exerted 
' himself in 'behalf of ^e gipsies, hebegan to fidget 
about 'the room, and to spout out his peevish sui^ 
prise that th^ had not the mimn^rs to thank him. 
" No,*" said he, " that I care a pea-strae for the 
wind of 'their mouth ; but I would just hae liket 
to have had a canny erack with the aidd wife 
an^ttiheir t]%fatd and<eantrips ; for when a' trades 
&il, my Lord, I think 111 take to fbrtune-telU 
mg. 

^^'And^ know not an orade that I would sooner 
eottsidt,^' said the Earl, in a gayer tone than he 
had been hitherto using. 

** Say ye sae, my Lotd ? then lend me your 
loof, and ye shall be my first customer.^ 

In the freedom of the moment, the Earl laugh- 
ingly held out fais^ hand, - whiiSi Andrew seked 

VOL. li. K 
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with avidity ; and after lo<ddbg at it in silence fin* 
about a minute, hip feelings ovefcaane him^isad 
the Earl started to find ^ tear fall in hi^ pahn. 

^^ In the name of heaven, Wylie, what^s t]he 
meaning of this ?"" 

. Andrew dropped the hand, mid retired to a dis- 
tance till his emotion had subsided. When coaang 
again forward, he s«id, " My Lord, why will ye 
prohibit me from being of any use to you in that 
ccmeem which lies nearest your heart P This day 
I have been an instrument in the hand of Provi« 
dence to redd the ravelled skein of the poor gip- 
sies, to whom I was, in a manner, under no obliga- 
tion ; but to you, who under Heaven have been my 
great benefactor, I am still but as barren sand. The 
complexion of the gipsies^ guilt was as black as my 
Leddy^s ; your Lordship has seen it made as pure 
as the driven snaw. Why will you sit down in your 
delusion, and wear out the blithe days of life, like 
an owl in the desert ? Od, my Lord, it^s a fool 
trick ; and ye maun thole wT me till I tell you 

« 

what I have discovered.^ 

The Earl was disconcerted ; but seating himself 
in a ch^, listened while our hero related what he 
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had heard from Doctor Saffiron respecting the Ita- 
lian girl and the child ; at the conclusion of which, 
he rose and immediately left the room. Andrew 
would have stopped him, and indeed stepped for- 
ward to take him by the coat, but his Lordship, 
with a hurried hand and an agitated look, shook 
him as it were away. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



FASTY-SPISIT. 



We must now call the attention of our readers 
to a series of drcumstanoes that flowed in another 
channel) but which at this point fall into the main 

* 

stream of Wylie^s story. Viscount RiTersdale^ 
the son of the Marquis of Avonside, and brother 
to Lady Sandyford, had been several years; abroad, 
a voluntary exile, for reasons which neither his 
father nor fitiends were able to fikthom. His con- 
duct, indeed, like that of his more accomplished 
brother-in-law the Earl, was to them an inezpli- 
cal^le enigma ; but instead of rushing like him 
into a career of dissipation and extravagance, he 
shrunk out of society, and abandoned himself to 
despondency and solitude. His health was natu- 
rally delicate, and a morbid sensibility, the symp- 



tcmi eithec of genfaxs or ef . weakneaS) constituted 
die pcmdpd £Mil;iire of Idts character. 

About the tisse he left ooUege,^ the aurora bo- 
realia of the French Bevolution begitn to brighten 
in the political hori2on<T«*ft m<Hasng>which so many 
younj^ and generous bosoms exalted by the inspi^^ 
rij^ Jegends of Oreek and Roman virtue, const* 
deredasthe beginning! of a ne:vr day to the moral 
worid, and the commsHacement of the miLtetumn 
predicted by the oracles of Holy Writ. Lord 
Biversdale was among the number of those who 
dermidy vocshipped the rising, day-star. But 
Sandyford^ who was then one of his most intimate 
fiiends, although he partook of the sameadmira- 
tkmy was ^[laUed^ b]r the possession c^ a more 
commanding and p^sjncacious genius, to discovec 
the meteoric splendour of the phenomenon ; and 
he not only oecasionally laughed at the glorious 
antifapations of BiTersd^e, but. sometimes insi- 
nuated that his ardour would cool^ and that he 
mmU: yet be found among. lh.e champions of an- 
cient dnsthutions. Thb x»iilery was but the play- 
^ridieuie <£ a wqpmoir mind, amused with the 
raptures ei- a fcmd enthusiasm ;. and. it was ex>* 
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pressed in tenns which never gavd offence, though 
it often provoked the most vehement decbnrations 
of constancy to the cause of the new-bom liberty. 
At the time of the EarlV marriage, Lord Ri- 
yersdale was returned to Parliament, and took jup 
his residence in town with the Marquis, his &ther.; 
According to the hereditary poKdcs and party 
connections of the old peer, his Lordship was in- 
troduced to many of the most distinguished mem« 
hers of both Houses, who had adopted the opi* 
nibns and views of Mr Burke ; and it never oc^ 
curredto his ingenuous mind, that the courtesiea 
of social int^course could be supposed to Ax^ 
riorate the integrity of his public principles. San- 
djrford, however, warned him to the contrary ; but 
a false pride made him glory in 'the ordeal to 
which he was subjected, and even to cultivate a 
greater degree of intimacy with some of the lead- 
ing members of the ministerial party, dian he 
would otherwise perhaps have done. Along with 
his father, he accepted invitation after invitataon 
from the adversaries, as he considered' them, oif fretw 
dom ; but still he assured his poHtkal ftiends, tKst 
he was invulnerable to' the blandishments of power* 



* 
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On the day wlien Parliament assembled for the 
first time after his election, he went with his fa- 
ther to the House. The Marquis had occasion 
to <^all on the minister, and they met him in Down* 
k|g-6treet. Without the sHghtest consideratioik 
on eUher side, the minister was invited to accept 
a seat in their carriage ; and on being set down 
at the entrance to the House of Commons, in 
ascending the stairs he took hold of Riversdale 
by the arm, and they walked in together. This 
was observed by his Lordship^s fiiends in the 
House, and the most corrupt construction was 
put upon the incident ; for they regarded it as 
the realization of a junction, which they had be^ 
gun to suspect would be the result of the inter^ 
course which he had so imnecessarily cultivated. ' 

The infirm health of Riversdale made him suf- 
fer fiom the extreme heat of the crowded house, 
and he retured eaily, with the intention, however, 
of returning ; but die division on the address took 
place before he came back, and this — ^the effect 
mMj of constitutional infirmity — ^was attributed 
to political apoBtacy* 
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. Tbe sfttne ni|^t, kwaaiseaolved^iii tbeacnno- 
IU0II8. apirit jof that pemd^ by tko^e to whoialio 
bad m piineiple allied himsell^ that; tbey fdiould 
sever themselveg from all comioiinioii with him« 
Thia rash detemiiiiation, taken without iaqiiiry^ 
WM as. little honourable to them as it waa di^ogi^ 
torytohim; Imttheconseqioence^fax^tehimlifecr 
the inflofinee of a ma%Bant. 9pelL And wheai 
Lord.Sandylbrd explidiiied to him the cume oi 
the altered behaviour of his political aaaooiateff^ 
he was so. mortified at the thought of .being csxth^ 
sidered^o weak in virtue, and 6o flexibfe in pmn- 
riplfiiy that he abruptly quitted Londoa, mdrginre 
up his seat in the House of Commcms^ The btt» 
miliating idea preyed upon his spkits, and (he(&E 
into a low and querulous miaanthoopy^ :«fai(^at 
last assumed the character of actual idisease*. Ad- 
vised by his physicians In travel, he.wentafaioad;. 
and during the interval which ciapsad between 
the first session of FarUamenlvaftarX*ord Ssndy'*^ 
ford's marriage, and the epocbi aA.wMdi we am 
now arrived in our story, he had CDtttwued^waifc' 
daring over die continent, without. findii^g any 
relief from tlie anguish of his mortified sensibility » 
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His ge^iestzadou fiom public U& was lamented 
by bis faAer as one of the seyerest inisfortunes ; 
ftr he had formed high, perhaps inordinate, ex« 
pectations from the abilities of Riyersdale. Such 
indeed was the paternal partiality of the Marquis^ 
that he could patiently oidure to hear him expa- 
tiate on those hopes and prospects of perpetual 
peace and felicity, whidi. tlw mob of Paris were 
sopposed to be then un&lding' to man, persuaded 
that his Utopian sereries, like the fiimes of the 
fiapmenting vintage, which pass off as the juice re. 
solves itself into the bright and generous wine$ 
would evaporate with the warmth and enthuaasm 
of youth. 

" And he c&ea entreated him to return home^ 
and take what side he pleased in.poEties. *^ Let 
no filial sentiment of 4^arence to me,"^ said his 
Letdship^ ^ ha»ve any effect on. the fr&e exercise 
of your judgment; for whstevier difference may 
at present, exist between^ aaoE. poUtieal priaciplest 
I know that you ^n in time see the trueintemts 
of your country in the same light tbat J. do ;. and, 
like me, exert yout best talents to i^^dd' aad 
promote thcan ;^^ thesrefore I again repeat^^^Ckme 
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home, and come free. All I desire is, to see you 
quaHfying yourself in Parliament to take that 
part in the great affairs of the kingdom, which, I 
am proud to say, our ancestors have for so many 
ages sustained with such renown.^ 
' RiversdalO) however, was deaf to all these, est* 
treaties ; but a letter from his sister, written sooti 
9,ft&[ she had taken up her abode at Britonsfaeild 
Castle, produced the desired event. She inform- 
ed him of all the circumstances which we have so 
faithfiilly described, and requested him to come 
to her ; for the thought of living under the evil 
opinion of the world, and in the contempt of her 
husband, was become too much for her long to 
endure. The moment diat he received this die* 
eonsolate and anxious letter he returned to Eng- 
land, and, on his arrival, went at once to Chas- 
tington-haU ; for although Lord Sandyford shared 
in that aimless resentment, which the sense of 
mortification made him feel against all his early 
associates, he stQl entertained a profound respect 
for tl^e honour and principles of his Lordship ; 
and was eager, before seeing either his sister or 
£Eidier^ to obtain from him some account of the 
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circuinfltances which had invobred the Countess 
in such difficulties and distress. But when he 
reached the Hall, the Earl had set out to attend 
the trial of the gipsies, whither he resolyed to fol- 
low him. Bemg, however, as we have mentioned, 
in delicate health, he travelled slower, and in con- 
sequence did not arrive till some time after the 
acquittal. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



A JOURNEY. 



The landlord had assisted Lord Riversdale to 
alight from the post-chaise in which he travelled, 
and on his asking for the Earl of Sandyford, 
ushered him into the room where our hero was 
still standing, agitated with sympathy for the 
mental anguish which his patron wa^ so evidently 
suffering. 

Wylie, on Lord Riversdale^s being announced, 
instantly recognized the brother of Lady Sandy- 
ford ; for although he had never seen him, he was 
acquainted with his title and relationship, and an 
indescribable feeling of alarm at the moment, 
made him dart towards the pale and querulous 
invalid a shrewd and distrustful glance. 



^^. flud JBiveridaks, 4iiqu]xiiigly , al. tlie./8«m 
time moving round to retire. 

** He hfts just stqqped out,** r^Ued otir hero ; 
'^ I expect^him back— pleaae to take '«:fleat till 1m 
iximesi"" . He .thai added, somewh^ diffidently, 
^^ Pechapal ought to let him kmm that itia yom 
Lordflhiir who. has called.^ 
• RiYflEadale iraa staniek with .the- iooe . in. . whidi 
tfaia vav. Boid,, and Jihaiply inqpectiiig Wylie. with 
hiKhriglit^andJiectieai.eye, said,-^ 

^* You axe in his Lordohip^fl.oenfidesKice, I pre^ 
sume, from supposing that it may be necessary 
to giTe him time; to refleetiirhether he ought to 
aee^meP^ 

- Ons^hem, at. thesr.worde, winced up close to 
lus[JLaErdfifaip, and: stopping with an air of resohi^ 
tioB and iimuiesc^ said to him cafanly, but with a 
tufikained voice, /^ The £arl is my friend ai|d be-^ 
ne&abox^ and I have just been speaking, to him, 
majrbe on ^t aoeounty a thought ower freriy ; and 
thexefiite, if yell.be advised by me, yell no seek 
to see him. till weleam the. uprimt of my ex* 
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burtation, which was aU coneemiiig the cda- 
mitous state of that pooir ledSy, your Lordship^s 
sister.'* 

*< Who are you ?^ exchdmed Riversdale, snr. 
prised at such freedom. 

" A friend I*** replied Andrew, coolly, to the 
bharp accent in which this question was pee^shly 
expressed ; and then he added farisldy, ^^ Indeed, 
my Lord, ye must submit in this matter to be 
ruled by me ; fixr the Earl has of late grown a ip&t* 
feet spunky,- and flies off at the head like a botde 
of Champaign, whenever ony body speaks to him 
0f my Leddy." 

> Lord Riversdale retfared several paces, and took 
a chair, looking in amazement at the familiar and 
uncouth phenomenon before him. Andrew fol- 
lowed him, and also took a seat near him, sayings 
^^ My Lord, I redd ye harken to what I am sa^* 
ing. It has just come into my head, that it wduld 
be a great thing, for our firiends, if you and me, 
before fashing the Earl ony mair at this pi»« 
sent time, cotdd have a solid crack and oonfidiie 
with the Countess, in yon old warlock tower. 
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where she^s dittbg like a^howlet — ^What sayye 

** This is the most extraordmSr^^Klv^nture I 
er&t met with,^: said Riv^rsdale. ^^ There must 
be some singular cause for a person of your ap- 
pearance-——'" 

^^ Whaf s the matter with my i^pearaace?^ 
cried Andrew, impatiently ; ^^ and what has it to 
do with prudence and truth ? Your leddy 51^, 
my Lord, or Fm far wrang) will be very glad to 
see me with you. In Ixouth, ye^ll just have to 
6ome away, for ye^e ower thin-skinned to be left 
wi** ane so short in the temper as the Earl is, at 
this time. There^s ill blood enough among you 
abeady."" . 

*^ I do not think,^ repfied the Viscounty half 
smiling, ^^ that ihere is, however, any great rear 
Mm to apprdiend a quarrel between Sandyford 
and me-^we know each other, too welL^ 

"All that's very true," said Andrew ; " but III 
no trust you, and for this plain reason— ^His Lord-* 
flhip'^s no willing to do your sister justice.— Nqo^ 
if ye'Ve a num of spirity asyeVe a nobleman^ what 



Ml oene outr«f Buoh>a»cm«i imm sworiff oat d 
their sheaths ?^ 

<< It is impossible diat-'Saadjrfind eaa ever act 
•^'basely 1"^ exclahaed Rvrerfifdale, stilt move tend 



i( 



Whether it be possible or nof* refdkd'oar 
heny, >^ FU no takef ie upm ms t» predioate ; but 
tfaat^it^s tnie5 is^a certain faet;^ 

'^ Then it is: the m^veneoessary'that I slundd 
instantly; see fafan,"* died the VisoouM, tremblii^ 
with emoism, mid tismg hastily. 

^^ Hoely, hmlji* said Andrew^ hying his faiuid 
m iA9 Lordship'^ arm, and gently pressing hiiri 
again j into his chanr. ^^ Lordsake^ but ye^re a tap 
o^ tow ! — Sit down, and listen with discretim' te 
what I would say. The devil^s hyte'fuaeng the 
fblk.^ 

' Lord RiiFersdale fesvmed^his seat, and oust 
hero explained to him the^jrstem of' sdHS^iffliC' 
tioii'Whick the End had eeemingly adopted, and 
desenbed the dbreumBtanees" which had come td 
li]«)Enoii4edge (respecting ihe^hild^ and the inters 
▼lews betw eeni the Gdtmtesir and- Ferrers. 



^* Fpo» afi- iUi, my liosd, >ye«eer{ Aore^f 8li& 
a ims4^'kangmg about h«r LeddysliipyiaBd ^omk 
during the-hufiMHir my Lovd'^a iny I veaBy tUnk 
we had better see her anent the same.'" 

Riversdale was struck with the sense that 
shone through the account which our hero gave 
of the EarFs situation and feddngs, and could not 
but acknowledge that there was much which Lady 
Sandyford could done explain. 

After some further conversatioB on the sub- 
ject, he therefore agreed that they should imme* 
diately set out for Bretonsbeild Castle, ^ and 
leave the Earl,^ as Andrew said, ^^ to his own 
meditations; for we^U either mAe a qpoon or 
spoil a horn by the journey, and ^e wonet the 
job^s done the better.^ 

A chaise was accordingly ordered, and before 
Lord Sandyford was informed of his brother-in- 
law^s arrival, they were &r on the road. 

During the journey, howev^, the Viscount, who 
had been fatted by his previous travelling, and 
his health be^ delicate and infirm, before they 
were halfway to the Castle, complained so much. 
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that Wylie advised him to stop at an ina for the 
night; and this suggestion being adopted* our 
hero vent forward alone to the Countess, 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



BISCOVBBIES. 



In the course of about half an hour after Lord 
Hiversdale and Wylie had set out for Bretonsbeild 
Castle, the Earl returned to the room where he 
had left the latter, and found Blondell there alone. 
Without adverting to our heroes absence,his Lord* 
«hip began to speak of the trial, and to ezpresa 
his admiration of the skill and discemm^t inth 
which the defence had been conducted. 

" The sagacity of Mr WyHe,'* replied the Bar- 
rister, ^^ appears to me indeed still more and more 
surprising ; for since the Court adjourned, several 
gentlemen who were present at the trial have come 
to me and thrown such light on the instigating mo- 
tives of Sir Hubert Mowbray, that jBlk me with 
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awe and astonishment. The infonnation of t&^ 
old woman, considering her means of acquiring it, 
and the short time she had to make the inquiry^ 
was truly wonderful ; but the manner in which Mr 
Wylie conceived it might be rendered so available 
to the defence, seefms to have been a providential 
inspiration.*" 

^^ What are the ftets that have since come to 
your knowledge P^ said the EarL 

^^ In thesasetves,^ replied BIondeB, *^ they are 
trivial:; buk in connexion with sujch a character 
as that of Sir Hubert'^-^rseveruig'j implacable, 
and proud^th^ are tremendous and appaUix^: 
Ijt now appews, that on the day preceding the 
iDtUfdes, Snazl and the Baronet met at Kidder- 
bor«i:^h Baees, beyond the fi»*Q6t. Among ethisr 
strangers who happened to be there, were several 
gentlcaalen who had known KnatI in his better 
days ;. and who, seefafig him in the crowd at the 
hfiU/om of the stand where they had so dften be^ 
fore, met him on equal t^ms, {pom a feelis^ of old 
c&SBffiagdomlaf^ invited him to eome up- among 
$hem* He: had not, however, beai long in the 



^ 
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stand till he was recogimei by Sir Hubert, -who 
reddened, «s it was remarked, wkh-mdi^aliMi H^t 
hifi^ supposed presumptiim, ami MmMslnited^wiidi 
the stewmids of tke races agaiiist 4he impvoptiet^ 
of «llo^i:kig' a person of bis^ oondteion^itid ebaifax^ 
•ter to be seen apiimg 4liem. KBarl4id not hear 
what passed ; 4mt when he ^oeiyed a faint £rom 
one ef his fiiends that-some objection was made 
to his appearance on ^ stand, he^ justly attribu^ 
ted the request that^he should leave "die ]^ace, to 
the -unappeasable resoitment of his -old adver- 
sary. Nothing more, however, then took jisM, 
'Knari, em quitthigtheetand) retired from the«iee- 
ground." 

^^ What you say is certainly^ ifflpresmvo)'" ob- 
served Lord Sandyford; ^^ but the ii^renee I 
should ^aw.fiHNn it would- tend to^ persuade me 
that a quarrel prdbaUy took place ; and that after 
ally-'Knail'may havebeen slain by Sk Hubert in 
eeu^CR8ie8ee> 

" True^my-LoKl,^^ siud Bhmdell, "butothw 
things have- ^eeme out. The ezpdsion ^m the 
race^stand was a Hnk wanting in thooU woman^s 
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diBcoyeries. It has now been ascertained dwt 
Knarl, after quitting the race course, w^Eit to a 
^(mblic-housef where he sat sullady indulging in 
8olit»y intemperance till he was quite intoxicated. 
Sir Hubert, after the race was over, dined with 
the ste¥rards and a large party of gentlemfiii. 
While they were at dinner Elnarl left Kidd»> 
borough alone on foot, and during the thiwder 
storm took rtfuge in a shed, where several. other 
persons who had been at the races were standing 
for shelter. Here the information of the old gipsy 
again comes to bear ; for it was &om some of those 
whom Knarl joined in the shed that she gathered 
her account of their renewed enmity.^ 

^^ And what passed ?^ said the Earl eagerly, 
interc^sted by the narrative. 

^^ While the storm was still raging, Sir Hubert, 
attended by his groom, came up to the shed, and, 
dismounting, went also in for. shelter-^-where he 
had not long been when Knarl recognised him, 
and taunted him in terms of great bitterness, ac- 
cosed him of a systematic determinaticm to grind 
him to ruin, and upbraided him with the subtle 
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vengeance of that fnend^hip with whieh he had 
decetred ibe rest of the wocld."^ 

^^ How did Sir Hubert eifdure- this f* inqubed 
Lord Sandyford: with agitatiw). 

^^ He remained perfectly silent, till the infiito* 
aled Eniurl, losing idl 8eIf-<;ommand, threatened 
to lay before the .world a history of tbeix ihter^ 
CMurae, the origmal motives of Sir Hubert^s ha- 
tred,. and the malignancy of the &yours by whidi, 
efter destroying him in the opulion (ji the worid, 
he had. sunk him for ever into the more horriUe 
perdition of his own opinion.'" 

^^ And what was'the effect of all this P^^ excktm- 
ed the EarL 

'^ It was noticed by the glare of the lightning,'" 
replied Blondell, ^^ that Sir Hubert, who was 
standing with his hands clasped over his heart, 
and breathing shortly, scowled with his eyes timt- 
ed askance towards Enarl. — ^ His look,^ said the 
person who told me,' ^ though seen but for a mo^ 
ment, I diall never forget.^ ^ 

'^ I perceive,^aaid his Lordship, ^^ that you in* 
£er he at that time meditated the murder."^ 
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nion,^ was Bl<»ideU^« jmswer, ^ by Ae timsai^ 
tiMMBj 4liat Sir Hlib«rt abiwplljr • oilted Jenkins 
thie groom, who, it ^ppcato^ wias 0la»£iig with %he 
htaam lat some (&taiioe, and ttbi»8«i^ tht rain 
JKaa;tlim'ftIfiBg^ tofr^pettts^ imxBediately mounted, 
«id«etamedlo Kiddertporough, profdssedfyfixrtli^ 
fliglit V but 'certainly, it would seem, with no'such 
inteHttoiH 4br'when Sit HtilN»t getlMiek to the 
iim,'he^etdevedhi8 serrant to keep the horses still 
•aJHied. This I harre now learnt irom Jaikin^ 
himself— and as soon as the storm abated, they re- 
smsed' their journey homeward, and rode wkh un- 
usual speed till they reached the skirts of the fo- 
rest. On entering the forest, Sir Huba't slackened 
fais haste, «nd' began to- speak of his intention of 
goii^ next day to Sir Thomas Fowler^s f<«-chase, 
a thii^ which he hatd never mentioned before. At 
last they oame up with Knarl. The night beingfine; 
find llie moon Inight, on seeing him before them, 
Sir Hubert clapped spurs to his horse, and pass- 
ed him without speaking; Jenkins' thought this was 
to avoid his abuse, but diey had not rode far, 
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y/fh^n the B^nmet agAin polled in, and desired 
the, groom to go forwai^ to the town, and order a 
chaise to take him over next day to the hunt. It 
cannot, therefore, be doubted, that the murder 
was most foully premeditated, and that the mo% 
ment Jenkins had left him, the Baronet returned 
and perpetrated the deed.^ 

^^ I know not why it is,"" said the Earl, ^^ that 
we should feel satisfied at hearing guilt so clearly 
established. — But what has become of Wylie ?^ 
and his Lordship immediately rung the belL It 
happened to be answered by one of his own ser- 
vants, who, not aware of Lord Riversdale'^s arri- 
val, but having seen our hero embark with him in 
the carriage for Breton sbeild Castle, said, on be- 
ing requested by his Lordship to inquire for Mr 
Wylie, " that he had left the town with a strange 
gentleman iii a post-chaise.'" 

Lord Sandyford was troubled at this informa- 
tion ; he was sensible of having rudely quitted 
Wylie, in the agitation of the moment, and un- 
easy lest he should have offended his sensibility. 
Blondell seeing him disturbed, immediately re* 

VOL. II. L 
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dred, tfnfl his Lefdfiil^, idle^ piidng the room 
tho«ightftdIy, bfdered hi« etaiage, and returned 
to Chasdngton-hall, leaving a note for Andrevr, 
eanv$ft% requesting hfm to fblbw him there as 
sooii as possible. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

A VISIT. 

- The evening was far advanced before Wylie 
reached the Castle ; and when he rung the bell 
at the gate, the Countess was seated at her soli- 
tary tear-table. On hearing his well-known and 
familiar voice in the passage, as he was coming 
along in jocular conversation with Flounce, she 
rose and opened the door to receive him. 

" This is an imexpected pleasure, Mr WyKe," 
she exclaimed, as she took him by both the hands, 
with a cordiality very different from the measured 
urbanity of her former politeness. He was not 
prepared for the friendliness of this freedom, and 
at the first was a little embarrassed ; nor was he 
insensible to a feeling allied to sorrow, when, in- 
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Stead of the splendid woman, whom he had been 
accustomed to see adorned and surrounded with 
the brilliant endgns of gaiety and fiishion, he be^ 
held her pale, and dressed with extreme sin^li- 
city. 

The Countess herself placed a chair for him 
near her own, at the tea-table ; and before he had 



time to address her, said, ^^ I presume you have 
been at Chastington-hall ?*" and her accents faul- 
tered as she added, ^^ I hope you have left my 
Lord well.'' 

Andrew replied drolling, but with a look which 
the Countess perfectly understood, ^^ As to his 
being weel, that's a thing I canna undertake to 
swear to ; but for a sign of his condition, I would 
say to your Leddyship, ony haii of health he has 
is aye alxmt meal-time. — ^But, my Leddy, this is 
an unco awsome house for you to live in. I'm 
no surprised that ye should be so fain to see a 
gay gallant like me coming on a visitation. Ah, 
ye would need to make mickle o' your visitors, or 
t^icy'l^ no stay lang ; for there's but little mirth 
^v c-ivinjsr that's played is by the wind 
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fifeing on the key-hole. I see your Leddyship is 
surprised at my coming, and ye dinna think I am. 
here without an errand." 

The Countess sighed, and made no reply, al- 
though Andrew paused, as if he expected she 
would. He then resumed, " Surely, my Leddy, 
this gait of making yourself a nun, is no what 
might have been hoped from a woman of your 
sense, and at your time of life."" 

" I have not renounced the world,'' said the 
Countess ; ** I am only waiting her e ^ And 
she paused conftised, conscious that the ambi- 
guity of her expressions was liable to be misinter- 
preted. 

" Waiting?'' said oiir hero eagerly; " for 
what are you waiting ?^ 

** Do not misxmderstand me," she cried hastily. 
" I am only waiting to see what is to be the re- 
sult of this strange state into which I have been 
thrown. I feel myself entangled in a net, from 
which I cannot extricate myself. My fate is ra- 
velled with circumstances beyond my control. 
The world may believe me worthy of the abandon- 
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mentthat I suffer — ^the fruit of one trifling indis- 
cretion. Conscious of my innocence, and confi- 
dent that, sooner or later, I shall be indemnified 
for what I now endure, I wait patiently the natu- 
ral development of the mystery with which I am 
involved.'' 

^^ By the indiscretion, your Leddyship means, 
I suppose, following the rash counsel of that 
diplomatical body, my Lord Marquis, your fa- 
ther?'' 

^^ Your supposition is just. I have no otfa^t 
error of conduct towards my husband, fixr which 
I can be blamed with any severity." 

<^ Then, if your Leddyship is sensible of that 
fault, what for will ye no try to amend it ? If ye 
ran awa' from yoinr gudeman in a pet^ surely^ 
whenever ye came to your^ senses, you ought to 
have gone back to horn, wi' a napkin at your ee^ 
an' it had only been a sham for decency.^ 

<< Why, Mr WyHe," said the Countess, smi- 
ling at the figure he had employed, '^ I think, 
when I left my father, and went to Elderbower to 
the Dowager, I did nearly as much as in reason 
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could be expected £rom a womfm, that thought 
heicself but h^ in tbe wrong.'" 

^^ Ab to that Til B9iy .nothing ; but ye knoir 
that women — ^the present coiopaiiy, of oourae, ex- 
cepted — are kittle cattle to deal with'"" 

^' Mr Wylie, this conversation i^ becoming 
painful to me, I am so droumstanced that I 
know not wJmt to do. If I could see my way 
cleariy, I should lequixe jqo prompting."" The 
Countess, after a pause of about a minute, added^ 
^^ I will deal firankly with you ; although I do, as 
a woma% Jthink, that if Sandyford wished for a 
recoaciliadon, he ought, aa a man, to come to me 
himselE It would be an act of grace and love, 
and I would ever esteem it as such. Yet, as a 
wife, I will standon no mdi etiquette. Does he 
desire to hye with me again ? Say so, and I will 
instantly go to him, and endeavoiur to forget all 
the past, and to devote my life to pBomote his 
hsppineas."" 

Andrew w»s thundesstHidc ; he found himself 
itt « 4iknima that he had. never imagined possi- 
ble. He had iaaaed no adequate eaiieqption of 
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the united str^dgth and magnanimity of her Lady^ 
ship^s character ; and exdaimed, ^^ My L<Hrd is a 
fool, and no sensible of his merdes, nor the va^ 
lue of the pearl he casts away f ^ 

The Countess smiled at this warmth; and,, 
pleased with the compliment, said, <^ Come, come, 
my friend, let us drop the subjects I see how it 
is*-I know Sandyford better than you do— I have 
discovered his nature more hf reflection since we 
parted, dian by experienee whea we were man 
and wife. He wiU rather continue, against hi)s 
conscience, and even inclinations, in error, than 
be, as he cteems it, so weak as to acknowledge he 
has acted wrong;. I caaaot go to him unless he 
wishes it." 

^^ I did not say,*" exdaimed onr hero, glad ta 
catch at this expression, " that he does not wish 
it Chi the contrary, I do with sinoeiity believe, 
that nothing on earth would give him more plea^ 
sure than the sight of your Leddyship at Chas- 
tmgton-halL But, " and he passed. 

Her Ladydnp saw him ccmfrised and diffident,, 
the cimseiiaence, at that momei^, of his reliic- 
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tance to advert to the affinr. of Ferrers. In fact, 
, he was more satii^ed by her sentiments and man^ 
ner, than he could have been bjr any explanation ; 
and after a momentary pause, in which he deci- 
ded to say nothing on that subject, he resumed, 
in a lively key, ^^ But no to talk about such me- 
lancholious concerns, I have brought blithe news. 
Your Leddyship'^s Inrother^s come hol^, and will 
be. here betimes the mom'^s momkig. Poor lad, 
he^a no very strong, and unco easily fashed ; so 
I left him on the road to come on at his leisure.*" 
He then explained to her more circumstantially 
how they had accidentally met, and the motives 
which induced him to ke^ him from seebg Lord 
Sandyford. 

The Countess, who had listened cahnly to the 
whole narrative, said, with an accent that com- 
pletdy for a moment disconcerted our hero, 
^^ Why should you have supposed that there was 
any .likelihood of the two quarreUing ? Surely 
there is nothing in my case to provoke a quar- 
rel.^ 

^^ Fm no sure of that,^ said Wylie unguarded- 
ly. " In a word, my Leddy, the Earl ia as dure 

lS 
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(IB a door-nail, and wUma UAen even to the vin* 
dicadon of your Leddyslup^s cbanoter.^ 

The CountesB looked for a momeht vildly ; 
but a few tears coming to her relief she said, 
^^ I did not think thi^ Sandyford cared so little 
for me.'* 

The tone of pathetic dejection in which this 
was uttered pierced the heart of Wylie. He per- 
ceived the error he had committed, or rather the 
erroneous interpretation which the Countess had 
giv^i to his words ; and eager to set her right, 
said, '^ I doubt, my Leddy, it comes jfrwn another 
cause. He cares more for you than he will allow 
either himself or any other body to think ; and I 
fancy that his contrariness is altogether of some 
misleart crancum about your caring nothing for 
him. However, well see what's to be said on this 
head the mom, when your Leddy&Uip's brother 
comes. But it would save baiih him and me a 
world of tlrouble, if you would just put your heel 
in your nedc, and tumble at ance o'er to Chast* 
ington-hall, and come to a right understanding 
with your gudeman himself, without the interlo- 
ping of any other ftiends.^ 
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The Countess smiled, and, during the remain- 
der of the evening, turned the conversation into a 
lighter strain, chiefly relative to the state of her 
£riends in town. 



252 CHAPTER XXVIII. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 



MAGNANIMITY.. 



The foUowiQg mommg was grey and lowermg^ 
and when Lord Riversdale approached Bretons-^ 
beild Castle, which he had never before seen, the 
aspect of its old magnificence, and the wdils and 
towers hoary with the lichens of antiquity, and 
darkened with the shadow of past time, impressed 
his imagination, and awakened associations of the 
most solemn and affecting kind. The reveries of 
his early enthusiasm had long passed away, and 
the horrors of that anarchy, whieh, under the 
name of Freedom, committed such crimes for the 
ipersonal aggrandizement of a few intrepid adven- 
turers, had produced the change that Lord San- 
dyford had predicted^ and taught him to cling 
with filial love and admiration to the instituti<m& 
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of bis native land. It seemed to bim as the Cas- 
tle rose before bim, over the mists which float* 
ed along the surface of the downs, and which gave 
to it the appearance g£ some majestical edifice, 
constructed by necromancy in the clouds, that it 
was a superb t3rpe of that vast and venerable mo- 
ral fabric, which the wisdom, the achievements, 
and the virtues of ages have reared in this coun- 
try ; and he felt, as it were, rebuked by the genius 
at England,.'for having so long, from peevish mo- 
tives of resentment,^ neglected to perform ins pro- 
per prfrt in those great controversies, which have 
for their object the perpetual renovation of the 
pile. 

When he reached the gate, he was infomed 
that our hero was abroad walking, and that the 
Countess had not then made her appearance. He 
w«, m consequence, shewn into the breakfast- 
parlour, where he. sat for some time alone, rumi- 
nating on the feelings we have described, and ten- 
derly affected towards his sister, whom he had left 
the pride of beauty and the ornament of fashion, 
but had returned, to seek in a seclusion and so- 
litude^ where every object indicatied neglect, ob- 
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livion, and decay. These inflections gave a cm 
louiing of melancholy to his naAd ; and instead 
of that peevish saisibility which had rendered him 
almost unfit for social intercourse, he became mild 
atid compassionate, and was moved into a sad, 
but pleasing gentleness, that qualified him to lift- 
ten with indulgence and pity to any narraticn of 
error or of sorrow. Accordin^y, when, on betag 
Informed of his arrival, die Comitess haste&ed to 
embrace him, he received her with a wanntli of 
affection that was delightful to himself, and Ae 
was so much affected by his emotion and sympa- 
thy, that she wept profusely on his shoulder. 

" Hey !*" cried Wylie, who entered at the mo^ 
ment, and perceiving how much they were af- 
fected, was anxious to divert their altentioa, ^ is 
my Ltxrd on wing already ?" 

^^ What do you inean f* died Rxversdale^ d»- 
engaging himself from his A^«r. 

^ O, naetlmig at aM^"" repfied Aitdrew. '' But 
it^s no the use and wetat c^welcmnixtg, to be piay* 
actoiing in sic a tragical fashion. In tsotttb, my 
Leddy, and my Lord^ it will Hot do, consideHJig 
the job we hajs in hand, to be singing, ^ Willy, 
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waUy, up yon bank, and wally, waUy, down yon 
txrae/ like Lady Bothwell^ wlie& hsx Lord had 
left her. We live in times when tears are gone 
greatly out of fashion ; maybe love and affection 
do na bum the brighter for a^ that. Howsever, 
we should conform, and therefore I take it upon 
me to inhibit you firom ^ sort of opersrJike tuitics, 
till we hae come to a ri^t understam^g wf the 
breajd^t^talde. For Fm of a serious opiilioii 
that a weeL-boiled egg, in a raw cold momiiig like 
this, is worth mair than a {»nt-8toup of salt tears, 
or a piper^s bag of sighs and sobbing.^^ 

This whimsicid address had th^ eSkct intteded^ 
and aft^ a few other light and gsy expressions, 
partly allusive to the object of ll^ meeting, die 
party sat down to bresJdast, with a degree of 
cheerfulness scarcely to have been expected firom 
the impasskmed anguish widi which the Countess 
and her brother had enlaced. . 

" Weel, my Leddy,^ smd Andrew, when they 
had finished breakfast, and retired to her &vour« 
ite room in the octagon tower, '^ I hae been think- 
ing all night about you, and that whirligig, my 
Lord Sondyferd-^a&d I can mak nollni^ ef your , 
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c(ise but thi»-^ou would fain go bltdc to him, 
and he wishes jou would eome, but he has his 
doubts.'' 

^' Doubts r exclaimed the Countess with agi- 
tation, and she added, with a sigh, *^ I cannot re^ 
move them.*" 

She then recounted with a composed, but im- 
pressive voice, the whole circumstances relative 
to the child and to Ferrers, and entered into a 
very circumstantial explanation with her Inrother, 
respecting the pertiniK^ious attentions of the ma- 
niac. 

^ It's a pity," said Lord Riversdale to the 
Countess, ** that Lord Sandyford cannot hear 
you report this— his candour would,^ without fiir- 
ther investigation, be satisfied." 

" But I fear,'' replied her Ladyship, "that he 
cares little whether I am innocent or guilty." 

" The deevil's in this world," exclaimed An- 
drew, " if folk must svSer wrong without.the hope 
of redress." 

" I should think," said Riversdale, pensively, 
" that were Sandyford once convinced of the fal- 
lacious appearance that has wrecked the happiness . 
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of yott botli» he wouid not scruple to restore you 
to his affections.^' 

^^ As for conviacingy^ said her Ladyship, '^ that 
c»uiot be difficult. More than twenty witnesses 
can prove $31 that I have stated about Ferrers ; 
and it was on that account, Riversdale, I request- 
ed yon to come to Cngland. I wish you to in- 
vestigate the whole business thoroughly, and lay 
the result before my husband ; not, however, in 
the hope that it will induce him to make any 
change in the determination he has taken. For 
long, long before the fatal paragraph, his heart 
was turned against me.^^ 

- ^^ Net hiBheart,^^ said Andrew, quietly, ^^ only 
his'head«— I cBnna think he*s v^ sound in the 
-judgment about your Lieddyship.''^ 

^^ Ah, WyUe T exclaimed the Countess, ^' do 
not call his juC^^ment in question--4br my own 
feelings bear testimony to its rectitude and dis- 
cernment— I wonder he endured me so long.^ 

The Siddonian majesty and patho^^ which 
this was satd, m^ our hero thrill with admira- 
tion and awe ; while Lord Biversdak, unable to 

a' 

tniq^Hress his emojkion) rose, and walking to qn^ of 
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ihe ^vrindowfiy stood for jsome 11109 lookuig out, 
deeply agitated. He was, howeVior). the &8t who 
br(^6 silenee. 

^^.Ajugttsta,"" BMd hev ^ I ^^ is^ Sjandyfoid. 
It k ioqjoenUe that he cam suffisr such immola- 
tion. I once knew him-*-4md he mnst indeed be 
deplorably faUan firoxa his ^origioaL btightaess, if 
he can be inaenaiUe to the grief which dictates 
attch a senliment.^^ 

The Countess Iodised at her brother cahnly for 
«bout the space of a namtte^ and then said, ^^ Ri- 
'Vjsndale, I thought you knew me better. But 
no— for till lately I knew not layadf* I will ne- 
ver be reodyed by Sindyford in compaamon-^ 
mark thatp-HneTor he an olgeot of his {ii^-^HMk, 
not ev^Di of his. generosity. I will take nothing 
less than his love-*-not that I say it is mine of 
light, hut becaiase I woadd now deserve it^ . 
. And in sttjring these wordS) she immediatdy 
quitted tho room, leavis^her brother at onoeper^ 
pte xe d aiA auipriaei 

^< Wed, I think, my Loid,^^ said o«r hero, 
^^was eivser twa siedeevilVbuckiea deekit, to &A 
wmplt folk, like you uid me, aa tUs ni%hty 



Madam and hes flea4iaggit Lord — Od^s sake, 
if it wer^ua for ae thing mair than anither, 
I would grip the twa by the cujB^ of the neck, and 
hand dieir noses to the grindstane — they deserve 
no mercy. But^ my Iioxd, the soxsrow^s in them, 
o^ they get the better o^ me. We^ll e^en awa^ to 
ChaBfington-hall, «|d see what Biirky, or BeeLw* 
bub, or whatever ye like to ca*' th^ tbrawn gude^ 
brother o' your's, fa»9 to say tUl'^t ; fix TU no let 
tbem ding me, nod that my hearths set to mak 
^em happy., in spite o^ their teeth.^ 

^^ You are an incompreJKbnsible being,^ repIiH 
LoYd Biversdak) ^< and I feel the force of your 
good SQiise conBtraining me to act, where ddicacy, 
aUiough it is my sister'a case, ahnost makes me 
shrink from any farther proceeding.^ 

" Poo ! whaf 8 delicacy, my Lord,'' excyaned 
Andrew, laughing, '^ but a bashful missy sort o' 
thing ? I hae nae broo o' sic havers, when Fm in 
ejmest ; so we'll just take back the chaise your 
Lordship came hither in, and set off to Chastiug* 
ton, withoiit ony more parley about the matter." 

" I doubt,'' said Riversdale, ^* my health will 
not allow me to travel either so fast or so far." 
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" Noo, that comes of your deHcates,^ cried An- 
drew ; " if ye hadna been nursing your h)rpo- 
chondriacs to make them thrive, ye would never 
hae thought about the travel or the road. Od 
sake, my Lord, if yeVe long in my hands, III put 
nudr smeddum in you. So just come away at 
ance, and leave the Countess to play at the chucks 
with her thimble, a bawbee, and a tamarind stane, 
tin we come back ; indeed, my Lord, you maan 
gaewi^ me, for Fm playing the truant o^er la&g, 
and if Mr Vellum didna think I was on some bu-* 
flikess of Lord Sandyford's, I wouldna be surpri- 
sed if he gied me a loofy when I gaed hame/^ 

The impetuosity of Andrew succeeded, and 
they were, in the couzse dPa tew minutes, on the 
road to Chastington-Hall. 
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FOKTUNE-TELLING. 



After the trial, tbe gipsied, who had so abrupt- 
ly kft the town, proceeded straight towards Chast- 
ington^ whither they had leamt our hero was ex- 
pected to retimi with the Earl ; and having en* 
camped under the park wall, they gleaned from 
among the woodmen and labous^rs, something of 
the situation o£ Lord and Lady Sandjrford, and 
of the familiarity with which Wylie was treated 
by his Lordship. The principal motive of this 
journey was, doubtless, dictated by gratitude, in or- 
der to offer their thanks, in a more formal manner 
than they could well do in the town where they 
were so much objects of interest. 

That there are persons in the world who not 
only pretend to possess, but believe they actually 
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do possess supernatural discernment ; and ako a 
very nu^lerous multitude, of aU degrees and ages, 
who give them full credit, cannot be denied. Far, 
therefore, be it from us to encourage any scepti- 
cism to the prejudice of a fidtfa iso Venerable ; es^ 
peciaUy as it was certidn that our old gipsy wo- 
man had the most perfect confidence in her own ' 
oracular powers. 

On the nMtniBg after the trial she was linger- 
ing about the portal ^ the Hdl, ^hen the Earl 
came out, and she immediately addressed him. 
" We have come,*" said she, " to thank you and 
the clear spirit in the small tabernacle, for the sal- 
vation we enjoy. You have feeM us, bjr kindness, 
to do your bidding wheresoever the task may lie. 
Is there aught wherein our hands ^may work, or 
our spirits toil, or our skill serve, or our goodwill 
aid ? — Speak, and give us pleasure !*" And she 
paused abruptly, and looked steadily in his Lord^ 
shrp^s face. 

" Why do you look so at me ?^ excktmlBd the 
Earl, surprised, and in some degree offlfended. 

" There^s a wish in your hearty my Lord,"' was 
the reply, " that you hide from yourself— a vision 



in yooy drctaing^ mgr Lord^ that you baiiisfa on 
waking.'^ 

The frame of mmd m which his Lordship was 
at the time, Aoid the tinge of melancholy with 
which hssrefleeCiobB had for several months been 
embued, made him pecaliayjly stisoeptible to fan* 
dfal impresfidoBS) and he fdt something akin to 
dxekd at this singular apostrc^e. The sharp- 
sighted gipsy perceived the influence of her erafty 
myatidsm, and spoke m a low and confiding ac- 
cent, to the fdlowing effect :-— ^^ There are times 
«id seasond^ when the stars above favour intents 
below, when the moon searches the blood, and 
the ftoiets point, with thdr fingers of light, to 
the progeny of- commg iinie. In this hour their 
benign ix^encesa^ upon me; and would ye read 
a page m the book of desdny, I can unclasp the 
volume. Have faith in me when the spirit of 
oracles is upon me ; when it departs, you will then 
ask my wisdom in vain.*^ 

The Eatl endeavoured to smile at this rhapsody, 
while he trembled at the prophetic energy of the 
sybil^ and at her request held out his hand. 
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This palm ia ^fty^'" said the oU woman. . 

The Earl laughed, and put half a crown jnto^it 
fi:om his pocket 

The old woman flung the money with oontraipt 
away, and added, with tifemendous eolewmtfj^-*^ 
^^ That palm is empsfcy, and yearns to pressnit^ 
fellow in kindnesa.-!— What do I see ?^ 

^^ I hope no evil T ^aid the Earl, thisown off hb 
guard. 

^' I thought," sai^the old w<mian.calmly, ^^ that 
1 had seen the mark of a broketi wedding-ruigffr^ . 
that, would betoken death 9-*-but I am mistaken^ 
the sign shews only" AjOid die paused. 

^^ Why do you hesitate?" sai4 Losd Sandy-. 
ford, deeply and strang^y affi^6te4. 

^ The lamp of pur skilly" replied the gipsy, 
^^ bums but dimly — ^all things are not seen as we 
would see them. But. if I ^night speak without 
offence" 

" Certainly," said the Earl.,- 

The sorceress then looked at him severely, 
and said, ^^ I speak with spirits, ^nd yoitf a c^Jfi- 
munes with mine. The weddii\g^ring I saw is. not. 

13 
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own flesh, causing to yoivm^ fitifSmiiig rad ear*- 

7Jbe old wcniM ib£»ia^ out with ih^^orgy 
«fiheP3rtUA,iuid^edJI:ted, in • long zfaipsDiy 
MmtmmglatB images, an dtidkss life of oonjogal 
bliss to his Lordship, .ivttu^h had the etBtet of re- 
idoivenng him from the brief influence of the su- 
^^flcslitioiis sentiments she had inspired; but al- 
though he laughed at her pnefictions, his mind 
retained the colouring; and he returned into tlie 
hmise, after liberally sewarding her, thoughtful 
and uneasy, under a mingled charm of hope and 
apprdiensioB, mcredulijy and f aJlh. 

In the meantime our hero and Lord Birersdale 
were ^n then: way from BritonsbieU Castle to 
Chaatangton* They reaebed the Saind]tfQi]d%Aj3na 
at tjhe padc gate, jaaH aa the old woman was n^ 
.turning from her intermw with die EadL Ami- 
drew immediately eaUed to the posl^boys to stop ; 
sa}f3ng9 in the same breathy to thb Viscount, ^^ That 
mM wi& is anotikr Witcb.of Endor, or a ACag^ 
Ung; Jwenskrwhatdieeanhawebeeadflingjit 
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tke HaU. — ^Hey, lucky T he thra exdiamed, acU 
dressing himself to- her. 

The gipsy came up iustaatly td the carriage^. 
i?iiidow, and with her chaxai^tmstic rhodombn- 
tade, began, much m the same style as she had 
addressed Lord Sandyfbvd, to proifer the senrictt 
of herself and aH hec tribe. 

^' Maybe,^ said our hero^^^^/I shall ha^ alat 
job by-and-by in your way, wheit^ I haTe hens .smji 
cocks, or silver spoons, l3mt caai be stolen. ^But 
what have ye been doing with my Lord P"" 

^^ I have read his fortune,^ was the emphatic 
reply.. 

^^ Ay, a wheen lees n^e doubt— aad what said 
ye? cried Andrew. 

< Lord Riversdale sat surprised at &eir conver- 
aation, and the wild and haggard appearance ofihe 
old woman, as she thus replied: ^^ I sawfais enpty 
palm, andhis wedding mg, that is not broken^ btUt 
only hidden in the thvobbb^ flesh-*-a cloud is 
around him, but it is not night«*-^the 4summer. of 
his days is yet to come, and along the avenue of 
fiituxe yeari^ when .he lies .down to deep ; on his 
mother^s bosom, I beheld. the rose of beaitfy ^«nd 
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ite : cmfi> of mMhood'i benid' ikek Uobming' and 
green faeiids' in 'honour over kiin.^ . 

\^^ Awn, awa, tixi^ AsiFs oisfer grit wi' you l*^ cried 
Andrew,' endeavouring to langfa^* while he looked 
$i Loud Rivertsdale^ and inwardly con&saed his 
fidth in what die said; ^^ Hae, thereVi hal&a-€3rowii 
for boding so meikle luck to my Xiord^ aim wfaenr 
I have time, I must see if ye can wyse to me a 
bonny lass with a heap o^ siller.'" 

- The fortune-teller^ in the instant, was evident- 
ly kindling again into another paroxysm, but Lord 
Biversdale peevishly pulled up the window, and 
requested the post-boys to drive on. ^^ Is it possi- 
Ue,"^ said he, '^ that Sandyferd could listen to the 
hag's nonsense ?^ 

" Trouth, my Lord, if s very possible, and I 
wouldna be surprised that she had done mair to 
hosig him into a right way of thinking than both 
of us, wiihont her help, could have done.^ 

- ^^ You seem to undervalue his Lordship's good 
^nse, if you expect any such effect,'' was the sharp 
reiHiffk of the Viscount. 

*• Ye'^ a' wrang, my Lord," replied our hero. 
^« If <ie Yerl had as littb saiise as die rest of the 
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wcAdp at mi^ he so ; bat he^s whak^fi ca^d a man 
o^ genius, and heU create, bjr hsa own iBgemiitjr, 
nflroetBiT^ rationai out of the aa!ld wife'^s TaTing, 
that vould Afflwr enter oay common head.^ 

In iliiB sort c£ oonverBalaoa ibey coatumed 
speaksBg^tiiQ die diaise arrived at die portal of the 
mansion. Chi a%hting there, Lord IU¥einidale was • 

eondueted to one of the drawing rooms, and our 
hero alone sought the Earl in the library, whcxe 
he was tnttmg by himself in a 'reverie, tod per- 
haps nnconscioutly stili under the infiuenee of 
the gipsy'^s rhapsodies. 



I 
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CHAPTER XXX. 



A wmvsL 



*^ This wixum do,^ cried Andrew, seadonsly, oto 
cbtervmg the sSbBettb and mdncholj look of Lord 
Sttidjrfeid ; ^ your Lo«dft]kip> like a fStt goose, 
drapping awa"* ; and if yeVe no ta^en frae tluF &fs 
j^ Men no be wpiik the taMz^.^ 

*^ Ha, Wyfie T exdnmed the Eaf 1, ^^tiSxat has 
heesaecSyaa? Why did you c[iiitBie80> abrupt- 
ly?" 

^ Me quit yoa^ my L<xrd t How can tibat be 
said, when you stotted youssei oot o^ the tootti 
Mk^abii^Iedpea?'' 

<^ Well, but where have you been ? What have 
jpdii been doiag P^ rgosned his Lorddiipw 

<^ tiH xeqttM thoij^bt to^ anerwer twa qtfestioiiB 
at Qiice; and thereftxee I think we may aawcsel, 
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for the present, set them bye hands, finr I have 
got dreadAil news,^ said our hero, still gravely. 

" Indeed ! — ^What are they ? — ^Have you heard 
any thing of Lady Sandyford P" cried the Earl, 
eagerly. 

^^ Your Lordship, ye ken, has debarred me fitrni 
speaking anent her case, poor Leddy ; but what I 
have heard is another sort of thing,^ replied An- 
drew, still preserving the most serious countenance 
and voice. 

^^ Have the French landed .^^ said his Lordsh^ 
gaily, endeavouring to rouse himself out of his 
moping humour. 

^^ 111 no say the King^s enemy has come to Ehg- 
land ; but somebody has come that your Lctfdship, 
Tm thinking, will no be overly pleased to ttcc" 
Lord Riversdale."** 

^^ Yes,^ said thd Earl, ^^ he has come home; I 
heard of his being here.^ 

'^ Yes, he^s come ; and it was at the recjuest'^ 
my Leddy, the Countess,^ replied AnA^e^. 

** Was it by your advice?" inquired Mi Lord- 
ship, sternly. But otv hero was &one intSfaldated 
by the severity of his manner ; he fdt, indeed^ Ij 
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die* slisgdon who probes the woimid of a pati^ie; 
whom he esteems; laadhe dinregmrded the pajn ch^ 
the imtatioB which^he at the xnconeiiit bccaijoned/ 
• '^ I think, my Lordj^ said he, earnestly and un- 
affectedly, ^^ that it is not possible to prevent me 
jfirpuL speaking to your Lordship.itbout my J^eddy. 
Things om&ercmBd that oblige me. to interfere^ M 
M!:I wBre ordained by Heaven ty) be a mean of 
molding your broken happiness^ Look} my Lc^- 
how the course of fortune works to that end ; I 
was a £riendles£[ lad,, and ye jped me a liest-egg- 
out of the magnanimity of your own firee will ; 
that was as a retaining fee to make me serve you, 
thzDugh weel or woe, a^ my days* Then 'came my 
forgatheijngiu.the. wood with the gipsies, whidi 
lad me to get a ^impe of the history of thie bairn, 
of the Rose and Crown. Sjnoe came on. the croddt 
case' of the trial ; wherein the hand of an oVer-ru* 
ling Providence was madi^ visible, as if to admo- 
msh your Lordship to have some confidence iHi me^ 
your hound and obligated bilmble fiiend and true 
' servant; Then when ye refused to do jusd^, and to 
loaremercy^ as I Would have couoselled ycNor L<«d- 



Mj^ ye timed ]f«ar liaek ifpim mj^^ 
fVotti^btltFiM^iMoiif^iltairmnL MyLbrdBitf 

dttfU ftad tt ry gltM i i LH l^iiiig) my Lori; tad al- 
Itot^ ke^B tia ft Tecy ffaeJEiMe^ cidkntnodity^ be 
UlMfed f(d> rl!i6oii, ttiiiirehxsre been thq^ertcr 
iMart^lu^ l&e CMSIeBtf hid td say fix^ beneU^ 

^ .Ai^^wiiAt did nhe My .^ exxdiinsedtte EaA 
lAA etOi^ticfA'i ^t <m hem had skiUktOy timiftd 
t&ii iiddreA» to chimeiii tanteon ^di theaio^ ini 
"fribich Ihe g^Vftt^dictiott hadleft hk Locddiip ^ 
bat iSu^feSenljr diecMfig hiiiiddf ke added, peoiiA^ 
ly, *< Wyle, I ddnk Am ii$ nsdtanr (son^eatrnkoL 
Tiioiigfc Lady Sattdyfeidi vorc^ iimooent of dfeaoi^ 
pecfed gtdlty &a^ fkct irdiM isMike no chaugie iff ifty 
detenxibiafioif. ItrilliMdiBgpaiae'irhatyoiiseecleir^ 
ly eiiMgh^duil I stffit bear towaixb fa^ itdudk (tf 
niy «»l3r ^i^ei^ ; aaad oftaii I ^biak io tayuiB 
that sutely ste k nof ftatoratty tbac automattta 
which id9# baa ei^ beeniribh me. Btttitia-hur 
p^grfble f<Nf M€^ to mibmit agam to leadiriA her 
the ^ t6at ire have 80 ttiiaeirably led together.'* 

•* That,** Mi WyM^, «* may be aveiy ntronal 
resolution in the opinion of your Lordship r but 
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it 18) Fm tlikikiggy tfeedfbl that it shovld be cm* 
pUined to dK satisfaction of others. LordBiverft^ 
dale.will no be overly content that his sistev jgboald 
dtee the penance of an ill-doer^ noselj beeauM 
yoor Lordship doesbia thiidc Ae has been so omr* 
£al wifh you in all your vagaries tfs in the thioii^ht- 
lessness of youth ye mi^be expected.^ 

^^ I do not think that Fm obKged to ^1^ into 
any explanation -with Laid Biversdale on the sab- 
ject. Lady San^rford went awajr of her oim ac-^ 
cord.'' 

^^ That's no the point,'' cried Andrew; >^ that's 
na jnst what I was etdmg at. Lord Rivei^dale 
has a right, and the world has a right, to kmo^ why 
it is that your Lordship is to be allowed to indtdge 
your own fancies with impmnity, to the damage 
and detriment of a noUe Leddy.'' . 

The Earl looked amazed at the intre^ty widi 
which this was expressed, and then said, ^* Thete 
is aoiftething alxmt yoo, Wylie,- that prevents me 
fjtom quarrelling with yon ;, but had any ciA^t man 
spoken to me with such an aceen t ■ " 

^* You Would have dene well to list«i to him/^ 
intemsptfd Andrew, cah^y. *^ Sly lAxti^ ye'^re 
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ia the wiang ; ye^re fkr wrang ; ye may set up the 
gcdden image of yoor own bunions, but nohotiest 
man will bend down and worship before it ; espe- 
ciaUy the like of me, who, for my own credit, 
would have your Lordship beloved and respected. 
Your loudness to me, I would reckon a disgrace 
to endure, if I didna think your Lordship, by na- 
ture and habit, a man £com whom it was m ho-^ 
nour to be so favoured as I have been. There- 
fore, my Lord) you will have to see Lord Rivers^ 
dale.^ 

^' I will not, Wylie, nor any other man on the 
subject : I do violence to my own feehngs in en- 
during to be so lectured by you.'' 

^' I never doubted that ; and if there wasna a 
restraiaing power of inordinate civility about you 
towards me, ye wouldna have tholed the half of 
what I have said, half so long,^ cried Andrew, 
briddy. 

^^ By Jove T said Lord Sandyford, scarcely Me 
to preserve his temper, ^^ this is driving me to the 
wall with a v^i^eanee C and he rose and walked 
to Oiie of the' windows. Our hero, who. had been 
standing during the whole conversatiosi, waited in 
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silence for ibont a . mmuiiey and be then said, 
^' Shajl I ring the beU for Lord Riveradale ?"" 

^^ Is he in the house T cried' the Earl, stardjed 
by ^e question. 

" Yes,^ was. the cool answer ; " be came with 
me ; and ^e sooner the biuoness is done the bet- 
ter.''' 

His Lordship made no reply, but walked seve^ 
Tal t|lnes hurriedly across the floor^ turxung up 
the curls from his forehead with his hand, and 
breathing thickly. Andrew was alarmed at his 
agitation, and the struggle whi<ch for some time he 
evidently made to controul his feelings, but with- 
out effect ; and said, in an accent of sorrow and 
anxiety, ^^ I have gone too far ; your Lordship is 
iU.'' 

^' Not farther than a finend should go— not far- 
ther than a friend,'' exclaimed the Earl, but with- 
out looking at bun. 

Several minutes of silence succeeded ; during 
which his Lordship so &r mastered himself that 
be sat down aod said, with considerable ease, ^^ It 
must, I perceive, Wylie, come to that at last I 
will see Riversdale, but not yet ; in the course of 
a short time bring him to me.'* 



Oiir btiito ittLifi«£atriy iiiaved to V0li^ but in 
glmdtkg \mA tcfwwti^ tbe £«d be ^m ttmck ^th 
the ghiiBtli^ jMileAefltr of his eotmt^iaiic^, and stop- 
ped. ^^ Wylie,"^ said his Lordship^ with itToiee of 
the fiHWt penetrating padi€% <^ you hftve made tne 
feel thiit I iMvre betii acting an tmtrorthy pan ; 
not only my happiness, but my honour is in your 
hands." 

An^w was pfofoundly ^ected, and took two 
steps towards the Earl, with the intention of say- 
ing somelMng ; bat hi0 tongue refosed its ofliee, 
aafid he turned suddenly round and ^tted the 
room. 



n^ttfuii, VTt 



CHAPTER XXXI, 



J>£CISIOV. 



The intervieir between IJie Eadrl add Lord Ri^ 
v^iriUe wad condneted vith wme degtee of for- 
BMlity cut eadi side. Tlie conversation was open^. 
ed by i]ie latter^ express!^ faifl regfet at the tsn* 
happy ikioofiipatibQity ef laiiid, which had eaii« 
ied a meeting of so eold a character between 
them ; aiid'he thence todc occasion to revert to 
Ae ciittiiiMtanees connected with the child and 
with Ferrer^ observing', how emlfy it would have 
been to have proved the goilt of Lady Sandyferd, 
if the fl^btest inqniry had been instituted. 

^ Had it been ef any conseqaence to me per* 
s(Midfy5 Ml donbt,^ replied the Earl, " I shonkl 
have iaiiiitated ihe investigation yon speak of. 
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But fiseliiig as a man of honour, tbst I oould with 
no justice take any legal steps against her Lady- 
ship, it was my motive to allow her to enjoy all 
the benefit of that forbearance.^ 

^^ But my sister is innocent, is pure ftom all 
stain,^ said Riversdale, with animation. 

^^ I rejoice to understand so,^ was the calm and 
polite remark of the Eaorl. 

" What then is to be done ? — ^Why is she to 
suffer all the consequences of imputed guilt .'^^ 
cried the Viscount, somewhat sharply. 

^^ My Lord,^ replied the Earl, ^^ do not let us 
part under any misconception of this unhappy bu« 
siness. I have never ceased to love your sister, 
and I shall be jHroud to do every thing to promote 
her happiness. She lives but for the admiration 
of the ctowd, and I will supply her to the utmost 
limit of' my moome to gratify her vanity^'— But 
only cm this condition, that I hear of her no 



more.'' 



^^ She will reject with scorn all pecuniary obli- 
gations. I suspect, my Lord, that you do not 
know her worth,- repUe^ Riversdale, with an ae. 
cent so Utter, that it almost ^itew Saadyibrd off 
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Im guiacd^ He, howeter, mlHiitgiped himself' io 
far, as to say coldly,-^ 

^^ Certainly I do not know her— jf what I prd* 
pose wiU not indemnify her for the loss of my 
company. But, my Lord, I would beg your at« 
tention to cMne simple truth^— we were for years tdf 
gather man and wife— *in all that t^e she saw me 
plungingfirom error toerror, rushing onward to ruin. 
Did it ever occasion to her a pang ? Did she ever 
make one effort to check my infatuation ? Or did 
ever the lucid intervals of contrition draw firom 
her one word of soothing or of commiseration ? 
No maa need speak to me of the powers of Lady 
Sandyford^s mind^-none could be more surprised 
than I was at seeing such derogatory guilt impu- 
ted to her — ^none questioned more the complexion 
of the evidence by which it seemed confirmed— ^ 
I rejoice that she has convinced you of her inno- 
cence— I believe her most entirely innocent— not 
merely because, as you say, her guilt, were she 
guilty, coidd be so easily proved ; but because 
her declaration is in unison with the opinion which 
I -entertain of her character— a moral persuasion 
that strong evidence indeed would be required to 
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^uiie^ Bbt 1 VtouM aff floom iaJce one oi A«Ml 
diina jars into my bosom £» ai wife, as tlie cold^ 
tbafonkfal^ tlie not lem artificial Lady Sandyford. 
It is in tain, my Lo»^ that yM tell me of her 
ptt^mA famoeeiice^-^she has been to me tiot only 
llie e$me of mnch misery, but an enigma, that 
kte iftAde me deubt the value of my own senses. 
For I do eotifess to you, that I hare often thought 
ther^ were the elements of great sensibility in your 
sister, but they as often eluded all my endeavours 
to eaU them forth-— while she herself had no sym- 
|)«thy for othe«5-'* 

Our hero, who was present, and had hitherto 
sdt ^etdy here interposed, i^d said, ^ True, my 
LoM ; but tKyw she iens what drinkers dree, £oft 
httsnliation takes the stone out of the heart, as mf 
said Bchocitaasier used to say, when he punished 
the pfide of camstrarie taddies-^^and her Leddy- 
shipP^ a ereature of a new birth." 

The expismitioA which Lord S^tdyford had 
givai of his feeEngs^ made a profound inlpressiott 
eft the sensitive and too d^cate Rirersdale;, and 
he remained, after this address of our hero, for 
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suae time tikBt and thcfugiitfid. He thBit loee, 
BSBid said to die Earl^-^-- 

'^ My Ijondy I ctfw kte flba ftdl ftding ef 
jitmr gea&aaeitksy aad wi]i proeeed m» hnlwt ki 
this biitiii08f. I kment tbe miBfiirtuite ef my 
miety bat I liav it is beyond remedy.^ 

Tlie Esd bowed, and wm Gfaaagtag the oom* 
▼enatMm to aotteg^eraltopieef the day, irh^ 
Aadzew started up, and cried, ^ Heat efis nd 
OBrth^ sirs i ate ye in yeor light amsss? la aD 
my wazft, and paioi?^ ^aitd^tfoafale,^ to etfd b « 
dishmadayer about the hobl^sberin Ftan^?'^ 
My Lord, hov is thisP'^^Aiid yon, Lord Rivers- 
dale, are ye doited ? — Is Leddy Sandyfotd to 
fboBd ia gritfy niider the dbad of dishonoitf , be- 
eaase the ta'^en o^ you makeabfethen; souiidMke 
sewd, whieh the etfier takcfil lor gospci ?^ 

And ID saying ffaesrirotds^ he abruptly left the 
toem^ and ^fiidnnit cetemoay thrtyvitig Tliihsrifiado 
the post-chaise in whick he Bad come ivKh Lovd 
Biversdafe, and nrhidh stiH strrod in the couvt, 
he w^sli^^dnd the Faifc^gite, and cm the road to 
Bnetdnsbinld Gastle^ befinre the Hiro ndblennr re^ 
canattiL frour the astpifidanent -whaifa his veko* 
mence and sudden departure had produced. 
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. . He-retehed the gate jvat zb the CouBtcss w$m 
sitting down to her early fiolitary. dinner. Her 
I«ady ship saw^ as he precipitately entered^ ibat he 
Itf ought some important news,, and orderiBg the 
seryants to retire instantly, rose from tabk. 

^^ Yon daflodj], your brother^ anid that oorl^, 
your gudemsm, havena as muckle sense in baith 
tbsir> bottks as your Leddydii^ has in your wee 
finger; so ye maun just come away with me to 
C)i4Siii^gt«nJiKaU,^ exchimed Andxew, ^^for 1 
wottldna be surprised to hear of thdr coUeagoing 
to put you to death.^ 

. Lady Sandyferd resumed her' seat, and said, 
" What do you mean P'* 

*^ What do I mean T re-echoed our hero, ^ tbat 
ye^ o^er lang her&-**-rm no, however, in a eom- 
posure to tell you all the outs and ins of what has 
passed. But my Lord says yeVe a china flower- 
pot—and for that he^ll no take you back ; and 
your willy wally of a brother sympathises with 
rae. gross' nonsense. ' Noo, iny Leddy, be what ye 
aie-i-come with'me to Lord SandyfoKd«-^his heart 
is yourS) if he thought ye had ane to give in re- 
tnm. Gonfirand him with your worth, and with 
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dMtt noble spirit thst kas made you fed so lowly; 
dune out with a glorious admowledgment of paat 
errors, and TH lay my lugs the summer of baith 
your days is yet to eome.^ 

The Countess smiled, and said, ^^ I perceiye 
my brother hts giv«ti me up, and that you alone 
axe my friaid. I will go with you-«-it is an 
atonement that I make for the rashness of follow- 
ing my father^s adviee ; and my heart derives an 
mssutance fixMu your wilrmA, that.Lerd Sandy- 
ibrd will do justice to my endeaTonrs'to tepamt 
his affection.^ 

- ^^ That's a hraw leddy, and ye'll get a bawbee 
to buy an apple at the faix,^ exclaimed Andrew^ 
m that sort of kindly admiration wiA which a 
child is praised lidr good behayiour. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 
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IhiOU m^ Us^tdxh&k of delicacy toiraids Ladbjr 
Smd^fetd^ cm acoofimt of the ftelings with whicli 
she was at the time agitated, our Lero not only 
decliiMhl ^ seat m lie» ^ssmge^ bat msisted that 
ber amiaUb AUgiil, Jflouftbe, shoold sa^uot the 
did«y wiih hittf ; for bemg driven by post-hotsei^ 
it was in conseqniebce empty, her LadysUbp not 
dioosing to take any of her father^s servants along 
wi& her, 

^^ Up, Mrs Flounce,^ said he, as she was on 
the point of stepping into the caniage after her 
mistress ; *^ up aloft — ^I^m goipg with you, and 
we can court there so cosily, who knows but ye 
may get a smart husband before long f^ 

Flounce was one of those senntive ramdens^ 



lAo mevcDT ^ppen to lie jmdted ipmat ^TV^miryiif 
ant thinfciag cf a lover ; and Ae xe^ficii, wjtk sa 
giggle, as fihe i^ed the ^dcey, ^^IHm'ilie IMiib 
-*<^9't talk 8U(^ stuJBP to aoe.^ 

In the meanwhfle he had dint the ettxiag^ 
Aoor. 

' ^ Weel, wed,'' said Wylic, « well s^ak rf 
Aat again ; but mmmt, mj dawty*'' And 'vntb 
ihat Im amsted her into the dickey, and was issh 
aiediaEbfly at hear aide. 

^< FIouHce,'' aaid he, when diey wcfie acated^ 
^^ I have long had a great dedxe to hae tw» 
l^baeant md camy oenifexaatioa i^h yeui; ler I 
hie auodoathatyebw a lass jof bo amaU icSacror 
lion.** 

The. heaom o£ the iaflamvaUe JMf/H beet 
^ddy, and she seplied, ^' I beg, Mr.WyEe, that 
yell not talk none of that diere noi&ause to me t 
for I can assmre you,, or, that I don't like no 
giieh laddng; so I heg youll be quiet.'' 

^ E'en's ye like, M^ Dorts i" erdaimed our 
hero, i^Wt of an ^ipportunity to end thefaadbiage^ 
^rhieh be ira$:reaBy at that time not in a hiunew 
t0vi0iriy on, and he TemaJnecl jiknt^Hstlky^ns 
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S^ifii^ t3idugfat^ on wexsoaiit bf the fintpetitpAt 
Ae littdt^beWn \ tmt at last die began to £mcy^ tliat 
peiliapd she had been a Iktle too harcE-heart^. ' ^ 

In the huny and oeeapatkm- of his mind, An- 
drew had entirely n^lected to think of any.dhi- 
ner ; but now that he was in some degree reliered 
ftoni his anxiety, and driving as inemly aldng^in 
a fine bracuig aiT, as four post-herses- eduld besir 
Mm, Nature, who nerer fidk to vindicate any^ndk 
gligence, craved at last her due share of altoition> 
attd he Mt himself excee£nglyhuiigry. -Entirely 
forgetting what be had been 'saying to FknlnccF, 
Ihoogh it engaged 'her most serious eogitetidnSy 
he again addressed her, wiih a slight accent of 
pathos in his voice, ^^ Od, Mrs Flounce, but I 
fed something very queer about my heart.*" 

^^ Lap cried the Abigail, not displeased te 
have the conv^Esation renewed— ♦^ How ean ^fba 
go for to say such tMngs, Mr Wylie ?" - 

^^ It'^s as sure as death ; and uidess I get some- 
thing soon to comfort me, I dinna thiiodk HI 'be 
able to stand out the joiimey,^ was the unalfected 
reply ; to whkh he iiddM, gkncing at a badeet 
which Floimoe hdd in hor lap, aadfrem^whioli 
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ibe no^ of a piQt«bollila^p£oiriide4 fivm.the midst 

of towdi^ B«coiid4uaid airtiiciAl flowers, 1^ 

of sibbon, ^^ Wbat liave ye got in that.basketf^. 

^^ Nothing finr yoUf^ said shi^ with a gig{^ 
. ^> Bobbery T ezdaiiiied ^e, in a jocolar tone; 
bnt all»gedier unoonscioas of what was pasnng in 
ber boaom-^'^ Bobbery is justifiaUe, when it'^s a 
woik.of needtiessity; so I hae a great mind, 
JSkNmoe, to. see what.ye hae hidden aneadi thae 

^^ That yon sha^nt, takomy word (m%^ xeiAied 
Flounce, with a jocund .tartness ; ^^ so keep yma 
dJetaiWft, I say, and. not offer for to go 4such 
lengths with me.^ 

^iNoo redly. Flounce, this is very crod of 
yon ; fw my heart begins tofiul me, audi would 
he VEffsily obligated for ony thbg of a cordial na- 
tmoe that ye can.bestow.^ 

The tendeir damsel begim to feel her seyerity 
yioldfaig to diis smoereimpostuiiity ; but still, for 
ihe hoiioitr and digmty of the sex, she was deter- 
9uned not to be lightly won, and she rqilied^ 
f'SMt WyliOf I would have you ta know that I 
^'tfliko any 



f88 .'caik»rB& 



4 > 



inmi i^Ni'i; JBrnneadetU duKMliOB, Til tak 700: by 
slt^im;"^ aiidiiaiarfeqggfee9Mued,iiiirliicfa9kiimet 
made n mast ^fnitg^miim Tefjatanee. 

flf veing bar bf tbe faaonda) lakl frasmg aiMa 
wiAi a k^perVaEdaur, he tpdc bold of the JMietel 
by idle handle, and vieachmg it tscfot lier>g«aap, 
Ai^g Jaer fpaaflaweia 4»mj, attd dtawout « Mid 
yeal-pye,which^with the pint-bottle — ^aad A«t4m^ 
I^KSfd cbeivy JbasBBdjr-^^illDiiiBfe .had provided for 
bar omn paaiticuhr. aidaee. 

jPioaaice at fint affectedm JuBo^like indigBft- 
tion at the rape of the basket ;' while Jn heraa- 
caret boaom -ipalpitBlianiEi of deUgbt xaaaneiied her 
b> IJhe ottknage. fiua aa abe usaa dedanng lier 
fMJfliilciiiiiiii •£ the-Bunntnam nidenesiB) and* enjoy* 
ing, at the same moment', iske sweat nxtxoipationa 
of jodian ardeixt panion, Asdnlm laid snoaacioiu 
biBidiB 4m tbe jgp^nhick •qmeUy^Uaa^poaAid^ and 
he conqdetad itaidMeqiiias bjidMHiglitiMHi tba 
baiilf. ' • *^ 

^^ Tm agreat ileal die boCtero^ tbat^^ aaadl&e, 
as he coolly handed baek the badu^iddcb Sioimoe 
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«isxMMd aft she received it ; vandiMeiilg' thd pye 
hid cUsaf^earod^ cnied, *^^iOo9ie;iomi»e,'Mt WylM, 
iMmeoii ijKonr tzieks lipan tsvi^^ ^hathave 

^5 iW3iat haeJ-done wi'tB^^Put it to the use 
£it vfhiebibtwas created. I hae eaten''t9 and a 
.Teqr^pMl ommiiadily it was. The spioe, I tro^, 

^^ >Well, 4o«be*sii£e, liia isJiHid way of maklttg 

.h>iEe,^ fliJd>FIiitmeei(toiheriit^. 

^^ It wa»4i rndgtmercifel tfamg,^ resumed our 
here, ^^ that ye hce«Eght t^ pye-Td<^you,Fldunce; 

•fStnrTeaHyithe iMd had so gaen abbut my heart, 

that Iwwigr##ing faiAC.'' 

' The mortified iAJsigdl sat amaeed, and at -a 

-kgs^wh^^o- lAy or do.* • SometiBi^ ^he eyed her 
cmpanHin disdnitfidly ac&aaee ; at others, she 
l<foked ^Mo^ber^etiipty basket, as if to ascertain 
Itie^actoal dkappearaaice of the pKsty ; and anoh 
dbe dashed her leeen eyes ferwitfd, and elevating 

:h(9r niMk ii4th4ftrrep»ssiUe itie, gave her bead two 
or three hvidk^shdces. 

^^ What gars ypu snuff the wind at that gait, 
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Flomice ?^ said our hero. ^^ 111 bi^ you tnia 
bigger and better pyee fx\ o&y day."" 

But the indigBA&t vailing-gaitleiroiiiflii iras 
not to be eondliatedby any sucb sordid promises. 
Indeed, what woman, wbo believed bersdf an ob- 
ject of the most tender solicitude, could keep her 
temper, on discoTcring that all the eagerness, 
which, to her fond fancy, seemed so like love, was 
prompted by a base and vulgar appetite to possess 
her pye ? Accordingly, during the remainder of 
the journey, she was both dignified and distant to 
our hero ; and when he attempted to renew his 
familiarity, after his hunger had been so effec- 
tuaUy appeased, she repulsed him with indigna- 
tion. He was, however, rather amused than dis- 
concerted by her scorn, and took fifty ways ef tor- 
menting her) until-, tko loiiji^ able to bridle her 
rage, she asettfled hiin witii such a volley of epi- 
thets, that, by the time ihey ireachied Chastii:^- 
ton-hall, they had Come to decided hoetUities, 
and she would not permit him even to assist her 
to alight from the dickey ; the eonseqiiente of 
which was, that her fi)ot slipped, and she came 
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plump down upon the pavement, to the bfinite 
dirersion of the post-boys and of the servants, 
who, on hearing a carnage enter the court, had 
come flocking from all parts of the mansion. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

THE RECONCILIATION. 

For some time after Wylie had so abruptly 
quitted the Earl and Lord Riversdale, they sat in 
visible perplexity ; a desultory conversation was 
maintained, but so broken, and with such long in- 
tervals of silence, that it was evidently the result 
of constraint ; and that their minds were wander- 
ing to other objects of dearer interest. 

At last Riversdale rose to go away, without ha- 
ving once again alluded to the situation of his sis- 
ter ; and he was too much at a loss to divine the 
cause of our heroes flight and absence, for he was 
but slightly acquainted with his direct and plain- 
dealing humour to express what he felt at a beha- 
viour which to him seemed at once so extravagant 
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and iBex^eable; Not 90 the Ead ; theidea once 
or^tMioe. oeovrred to him that Andr^ wa» gone to 
hring'the'Coimtew herself; but- he suppressed it^ 
in the persuasion that he wotdd not venture to take 
so great •liberty. It, however, had the effect of 
Jieeping him' also 6il^t( and perhaps it imocm* 
8<»ousIy induced him to request Riversdale to stay 
£nner, witii more earnestness than mere poMteness 
requited. Posuaded that Andrew w^s engaged 
on some business connected with the object of the 
ViocountV visit) hewns desirous that the result 
shooM be aseertained be£9re they sepantted ; but 
the nua^edi feelings with' which he was agitated 
prevented him fmm speaking xm the subject. 

The forenoon was passed between them as fore- 
noons* are covnnonly passed by noblemen in the 
comitiy. They oonverBed on various topics^ such 
a» anetenttfarobeff overturned^ old dbina, battles 
lost, the aboiitioaoi o£ the * German Empire, with 
dissertadona on the prices of pictures, interpersed 
withmoumfi]l«uli)^ums on the excellent qualities 
of deceased friends, and monstrous good anecdotes 
of the most ridicolous characters living ; but not 
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a word arose with respect to that business which 
had brought the one from Vienna ; and with the 
anguish of a secret poison, searched and penetra^ 
ted the very core of the other^s heart 

The Earl conducted his brother-in-law over the 
park, and shewed him the changes made and con- 
t^nplated ; and Riversdale, who possessed a re- 
fined and elegant taste, suggested various improve- 
mentSr Every thing between them proceeded in 
the most urbane manner ; but ever and anon Lord 
Sandyford glanced his eye towards the grand ave- 
nue, and made their walks wind among the grounds 
immediately in the vicinity of the mansion. Still 
there was no appearance of our hero ; and when 
the first dinner beU gave warning that it was time 
to dress, they returned togeth^, both perplexed 
and thoughtftil ; insomuch, that had {hey been 
questioned as to the topics of thar previous con* 
versi^tion^ it is probable that neither the one or the 
other could have given any rational answer. 

At last the sound of a carriage was heard to en- 
ter the portal ; and the Earl, who had by that 
time met Riversdale again in the drawing-room. 
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became pale and agitated, and immediately reti- 
red. Soon after, our hero came in alone ; and ta- 
king a seat abruptly without speaking, stretched 
out his feet^ and lying back in the chair, seemed 
to be gazing at the pictures on the ceiling, while 
his eye was constantly turning with anxiety to- 
wards the door. 

Lord Riversdale looked at him with the most 
intense curiosity ; but a feeling which he could 
not master deprived him of the power of speak- 
ing. 

When Andrew had sat in this state for about 
five minutes, he rose uid moved with rapid and 
disordered steps towards the door. In an instant, 
however, he checked himself, and walking calmly 
back to his chair, folded his arms and looked 
gloomily on the floor. 

Another five minutes passed, and he began to 
rub his hair with his hand, and to beat with his 
heel ; at last he said to Lord Riversdale, ^^ Dog 
on\ but this is dreadfu\^ 

A servant at that moment happened to have oc- 
casion to come into the room ; and as he opened 
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tkedoor, Andnrvr stinted upiaad-nifihed towmb' 
it ; but on seeing who it wasi, he shrank back, and'^ 
walking to one of the windows, related b^md the 
curtains, as if to hide the emotion^of his disap^- 
potntment. 

" What hare you done?"^ cried- Lord RrvfeM** 
dale, alarmed by his strange and agitated m&n^ 
ner. 

^^ Made a spoon, or spoilt' a horAy wim»^ theim* 
pr^pssive reply* 

" For the love of Heaven, explain yourself !** 
exclaimed his Lordship, earnestly. 

«: When my head's rottd again in iw ri^t 
pdsmrew Then ; bat hae paden^e-tiQ tiie»,'^ said' 
our hero, beodmiag still txioBe and more agitated. 

" I fettf '" '^ ■-' resumed Biv^nsdale. - 

" So do I, so do I,"" interrttpted' An*ew^ run^ 
niBgou^from• behind th^ cuitaift ; but aM at once 
checking himself, he added, cahily, " What shouM^ 
I feafr ? I hae done^bnt^hat dirty and honesty te-- 
quired of me ; the issues are in the hands "oPFro^^ 
dence> aiid^ they^ cansia' be in ^ better* My Lord, 
we're twa^fodk toibeiradAlg ourselves at this gas*; 



» — *-— •- 



THE SECONCILIATION. 397 

I bii^tr to have mair confidence in bodi Lord and/ 
Lady Sandyford, than to give myself up to a panid 
likfidiis.'' 

At'these iroidfl, several bells were rung hasts^^ ^ 
9mk a faastle was heard in the gallery, which led 
totliedrawiiKg-^rDom. Lord&iyersdaleinstinctiye' 
ly opened the door, and aUaze of lights was seen 
afqnroaehing. Andrew darted a hasty gla&ce out ; 
and utteiing a diout of ghditess and deMght, mdi^' 
ed into the gallery ; and in less than a minute af-^^ 
ter, returned, ileading the Earl and Countess j with 
such a benign expression of satisfaction in his 
countenance, that Lord Riversdal^ often after^ 
wosdfi declared he had hevdr seen any thing half 
so magpficent, and Tdondered howa figure so itiean, 
and a physiognomy so common-, could bear th^ im* 
press- of so much dignity. When they reached 
the middle of /the- soom, and wheat the servants, 
wtioicin heacingrof tikeir Lady^s amval, attended 
with lights to conduct her along 4ihr gallery, had 
TQtized, Lord Saudyford said, in a gay manner, 
^hioh, howemer,^ beeame gradually serious and ele- 
vated, ^^ What ir/pity it is .thal{ithe mythology of 

N 2 
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the poets is not true ! I should otherwise this night 
have raised an altar to Mercury, and instituted 
some social festival in honour of him, as Andrew 
Wylie. My friend, you have taught me one thing; 
^'"^.when we do an act oiTkindness, it is the hene- 
volence of Heaven directing us to achieve some 
good foi* ourselves.**^The partiality that I from 
the first felt for you, and which dictated to me that 
inttrest J must ever take in your welfare, was the 
pure prompting of my better angel to work out, 
through your means, the restoration of myself, of 
my happiness, and of this noble woman^s inborn 
latent worth,*" 

<« Weel, weel, my Lord,^ cried our hero, hard- 
ly able to rq>re8s the tears of joy that weg» start- 
ing into his eyes^ ^^ see that it be sae, but the less 
that^s said about byganes the better; so, as the din- 
ner beU^^s noo ringing, wi^ your leave to-day, my 
Lord, only to-day, Til lead my Leddy to her 
place at the table.'" 

His Lordship, instantly took the Countess by 
the hand; and with a look of thanks that was worth 
more than a thousand pounds weight of gold, as 
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Andrew afterwaids said, presentedher to our hero. 
Lord Riversdale followed them mechamcally ; for 
the whole scene appeared to him as something 
which surpassed his comprehension. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 



PATRONAGE. 



Although our hero, actuated by gratitude 
and affection, had laboured to effect the reconci- 
liation of Lord and Lady Sandyford by the most 
direct means, and with the most determined ener- 
gy ; yet when the event was accomplished, it is 
not to be questioned that considerations less dis- 
interest^ than those feelings, mingled with the 
agreeable reflections which naturally belong to 
the success of a benevolent purpose. He could 
not but be sensible, that in their happiness he 
had obtained a fulcrum for the engines that were 
to raise his own fortune ; and that inall probalnlity 
he had secured the patronage of the Marquis of 
Avonside, as weU as that of the Earl. But we 
sliould be doing him injustice, to suppose that the 



j^vaaAoof eft tYa% ptsddttced any change in his 
conduot or demettUKKT; - He kad, a^ we have early 
insifiuated, fbrmed in his outset a plan of M^y afid 
tb^iim^h^ adhered- with' the confitaney and the 
Mflliofa cbamct^r ei^%wed mth istrong inherent 
powers and< s^^nsibilities, the vvlne of which- was 
Mly appfeciated both by Lord and Lady Sasidy- 
Ibi^^ina conVerfiatioff wit^ Lord Riversdale one 
mcm^^y eftet Andrew had left- Chastington-hall, 
and reiiittled fo London. - 

HiisL^d^p, on r^markitfg npM his eaen^^ 
smqdil^ity a»d) pieduUar Iftiiisours, observed,' tlmf 
he tfaMght it* was th& duty equtjly of the t w.o fa^ 
nriliei uyiiiit^ 'their imerest^aad influesfGe for his 
B/i^ttxW&iaiSBti * - '. ' 

** I expeetj?' said the Countess, *^ thirtrtoy fa- 
th^ wins ftel' the oUigatiMl ; but i0t Sandyferd* 
Mi'tnyselfvbe jd'onr 6i«hd^; and we shiill never 
me^ the gpreatness of his mind witli' the ofii^r oft 
any favour, for we owe hiift every thing. Our' 
pafti^ tO'pTdlttote his happiness and hishonour.'" 

Adi'Hrhetiy in the^^isi^ o£ a few days after' 
tUs 4H^tHT9atk^y tbl^ Mi^uk^of AVoAside eftme 
to^cotigi^alNllMii^^Wem ott th^t re-uniM) thib stib- 
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ject was mewed, with a dedaration on the pan 
of the Earl, that, in a pecuniary point of view, 
he considered his whole fortune at the disposal of 
WyUe ; but he add^d, laughii^ly, ^' Perhaps if 
you knew the being, my XiOrd, you would think 
th^e waa no great generosity in my saying so, 
though I do it with the most perfect sinomty.^ 

^^ Then,^ replied the Marquis, ^' I see what I 
ought to do-^J wi)l take him under my own paorti- 
cular patronage, and the first thing I shall da on 
my return to town will be to see him, and ascer- 
%/m what he is fit for ; and then the whole wmght 
ci my influence shall be exerted in his favour.^ 

*^ I doubt, my Lprd,"" replied the Earl, some- 
what waggishly, for he did not entertain the most 
awful respect for the talents or the discernment 
of his Lordship, ^^ it will not be easy to ascertain 
what he is fit for— but he is able, I think, fat a 
greater oiice than I ocpceive it is in your Lord- 
ship^s powfir to obtain,^ ^ 

^^ Lord &qidyfiHd,^ said the Marquis, with a 
manner that he meant should be ^nphatie, 
<< you have taken too little interest in puhUc af> 
fairs, to know the extent of my influaice with his 
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Majesty^s goTermnent, and you lean with too de« 
cided a bias to the Opposition, to appreciate the 
sort of talent requisite for office. It is not the 
splendour of speculative ability that we seek, but 
a plodding industry, that never tires at its task.*" 

^< True,."^ said the Earl, '* I have been some- 
what a truant in my public duty ; but your Lord- 
ship knows that were things properly mani^ed, 
the opinion of the few-'^-wd the wise are always 
the few — ^would ever predomi»ate»^ 

^^ I am not surprised that such should be the 
Sentiment of a regular opponent to his Majesty's 
government ; but, my X^ord^ $ls ow ppliucal opi- 
nions can never ^al^sce^ it is unnecessary to dis* 
cuss such tO]^cs,^ replied the Marqius, 

The Earl was t^ippted to rigoin, ^^ Unless there 
be a change of ministry ;^ but he suppressed the 
sarcasm, ^d said che^rfiilly, ^^ Well, I commit 
him to your providence, my l^rd, Apd shall long 
exceedin^y till I know the rich effects.^ 

The Marquis of Avonside, who imagined that 
it was necessary for the safety of the state, that 
he should be always on his post, soon after this 
conversation returned to London, and immedi* 
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ateljr on his antval sent fiM* our. hecp^finr hift 
Lorcbhip^hdd it-ag a maxun, that cxpedftbiLwas 
the flood of busiiieBSi 

The person of Wylu ymn not^ idtogether uii«: 
known to:tfae Mairquh^; he bad seen him frequent* 
ly at- Lady SandyforcTft paTties; but notwith- 
8tan£ng, he^vtas a litlte startted irb^ he sa^ir so 
insi^ifiGant alooldng;peTS(mage enter his^ library. 
After requesting hxm to take a eeat^ and ^en-he 
had resumed his onm chair at the irriting^taUey 
his Lordship said^ in the most ' condeseendhig 
maimer^ — ^^ Both my Lord and Liidy Sandj^fistd 
hsfve recomineiided you tome ui! die' stmmgest 
manner^ and Lord^ Rirersdale' alsifr hai^ exprefiised 
the most earnest solicitude that I should -^ise nvy 
influence in your behalf. Desirous to gratify the 
wishes of such d^rrelatioxis^ and to mamfbfet ray 
own high sense of your- prudence and^seal^ I hafi*e 
sent for you this mornings wMi th^yi^^ of inqui<!> 
ring in what mainner myjinAuenie can be seFviee' 
abk to yoDff interests.**^ 

Andiiiew had «on>e notion of the genef al cha^ 
raeter of> his Lordship^ and 'this 'she^rt' speech ena^ 
blad>hiioL:tOiUB!deip«tand^it the^itmghly: ' 
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^ r am gteatly ofcfigated,*' wafi^ bis answier, 
for such kindness'; but! am no able to point out^ 
at this pres^it time, just to say bow ypttv Lordi 
sbip^s great power and efficacy might be semce^ 
able.^ 

*^ I can easily obtain fen* you a luerative ap- 
p^itittnent abroad,''^ said the Mitfqtds. 

" That would be a great 'diiig,'^ rq)licd.An^ 
drew 5 "but as Fm of a learned profession, I 
woidd fain go on with it, rather than gang abroad 
in a situatioivi^^e I might not be able to give 
sMififtction, aisd might, in consequence, affironi 
y<Hir Lotdship; and thereby lose-that^ good opi< 
nion^ whie^ is of mairvakie tome4han gold.^ / 

" You are a very discreet young man,?' said 
the ' Mifixfuis, ooiiciliat^d by the address with 
which this was said. ^ ^^ But in your prc^siim i 
may have it in my power to assist you.'" 

" There can be no doubt of tbftt,-my Lord,— 
your Lordship ba» if in your pow«^ to be the 
mtikffr' of a> man, whenerer it< stands- with- yonr 
own pleasure,'^ r^Iied< Andrew^ respeetftdly. 

The Mittquis' smiled in the^ most self^ompla- 
cent manner, and with an^ aoc^t of -the greatest 
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good huidour, said, ^^ Tlien I cast aoeiure you, 
Mr Wylie, that I was never more disposed to 
make any man than at ibis time, only shew me 
the way.'' 

This was coming effectually to the point ; and 
Andrew, aware of the strict honour with which 
his Lordship redeemed his promises, said, '' Tm 
sure, my Lord, it is not to seek what I ought to 
say in the way of thankfidness, for this great pa- 
tronage ; but for some sma^ time yet, I cannot 
wed see how it may be rightly ap|died. Hows- 
ever, if your Lordshipj when I find a fitting oe. 
casion to call for your powerful succour, would 
be pleased to gie me a bit lift in the way o' busi- 
ness, Fll be greatly your debtor.^ 

*' Not at all, Mr Wylie, not at all ; and I 
must say that yotir modesty and prudence in- 
crease my desire to serve you,^ replied the Mar- 
quis. ^^ I will not, however, promise to make you 
my agent, while my old Mend Jack Docquet lives ; 
but he is now above seventy, and <£ an apoplectic 
corpulency. However, you may rely upon me, 
and whenever my interest and influence can be of 
use, freely command them.^ 
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This interview our hero ever justly considered 
as one of the most important events in his life ; 
for the Marquis spoke of him not only as a pro- 
digy of prudence, but possessed of the most pro- 
mising talents in his profession ; at the same time 
declaring his own determination to patronize a 
yotmg man, who seemed destined to confer so 
much lustre on his country. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 



££TBQ8P£CTI01SS. 



Foe a considerable time after the re-union of 
Lord and Lady Sandyford, no particular incident 
occurred in the life of our hero. He continued to 
give the same plodding attention to his duties in 
the office of Mr Vellum ; but it was remarked by 
Pierston, who was unacquainted with the import- 
ant service he had rendered to his patron, that he 
seemed to feel more confidence in himself, and to 
move, as it were, with a freer spirit in the world, — 
the unconscious influence of being sensible that he 
had obtained pledges of fiitare prosperity. 

With his grandmother he continued in the 
same dutiful correspondence, through the medium 
of Mr Tannyhill ; but while he cheered her with 
the assurance of the sunshine that Heaven conti- 



iiiied to jEtbed JupoQ 'lu^farofipeots, be mote with hB 
temperance «Bd;iink»denitMn tfatt gaye-her/nO'Tta- 
son UkfEoippam he h$&qfnBimikmif eistbaovdiiMHry 
kwtflticeK>figood:lbBrtu]ie. 

Witk Mr aad Mrs Ipifey he.jiad co»diiu«d 

:60m his'Sirival.onithe most vitiBiaitejteniis. The 

jctimd ^oisciioriaiot only Jielisbed ^huBunir^ - but 

iw«8. liiinaBlft a/humonst)' and '^uar.ibero <lMidi^- 

^wsjrs a^ihite at. hir 'Sunday's dinneri The <dd 

gentleman wbb hideed his chief confidante, and hy 

•his e3|Mriei^ce'eiiahled him to lay out the proceeds 

.ofhissalMyItoiUie*pst advantage. On difl6»«it 

'Oocaslons, u^dvew^had insisted ofi^ 4efkpx^ the 

mooey which was so generously ^van^ finr his 

out£t ; but ^Mt Ipsey as xxften ^refused it inr die 

<niost '46eidedimanner. AAert|be reconeiliation 

•pf Lordapd X4idy S|«iidy£»]id, however, pactly 

with die view ^f aiidiiiectly;i^diarging,);bedebt, 

^butichicfly -to express the .obligation8>that he felt 

-ImnsdEf under, foar the kinihnBSS^he'had .receivied 

'fiom Mr* Ipsey, he prese^ted.hisikinsWeBian with 

v^ajfaanc^Biepieoe (Opiate, «nd:&dm'time to time 

• ^imtinfied ^^niake her -small ^presettts ':of lace, 

-^iob>h&hadobsemJiwte;afanaitithe only.atd* 
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de of finery that she admired ; bii^ ladies, in ge- 
neral) whatever their stock and taalca may be, are 
particularly pleased with gifts of lace, espedaDy 
Mechlenburgh, Brussels,, car Valendennes, when k 
has been ODoiuggled by ihe donors themsebres^ 

By dieae means, his character', wi&out heing 
materially raiaedin the opinion of his early fiaenda, 
was fully established as a young man oC good 
aense, destined to acquire liches* His grasdm^- 
ther and the schoolmaster, on the receipt of eveiy 
new letter, were the more and moie persuaded of 
this, and that he would surpass all their farighteat 
hopes. This persuasion, howerer, wis not found- 
ed sm any diii^ he said, but upon tibe o(»i«fcancy 
of fflicoess whidi seemed to attend him, and alfio 
upon some imperfect rqport of the compa^r in 
whidi he had been seen by Miai Miay and Mmy 
Cimningham Airing their tiaii to Londoii, 

Willi respect to Miss Cunningham, fiom- the 
time she had returned MarUm saw her bat ad- 
dom; and when die inquired occadimdly lor iAji- 
drew, it was in a politer, but finr leas agvaaliUe 
manner, than befi»e her tidt to the metrapolis* 
The old woman remadked the diffiarence inspak- 



1 
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ing of it to the master, but ascribed it to anxiety 
on her h'Other^s acooimt, who, after his removal 
to the Craiglands, grew ev^ day worse and 
worse, insomui^, that towards the end of the 
year his reeorery was deemed hopeless. 

Mr Tannyhffl, who had erer taken the w^toit 
48t interest in the destiny of his pupl, and wjiiok 
his situation as amtouensis to Martha tesMfed 
4x> fester, took a different view of the alteration 
in Ae deportment <^ Mary Cunningham. Beii^ 
occasionafly mvited on the Sunday evenings to 
drink tea with Miss Mizy and the Laird, he had 
ao^red a more distinct knowledge of the sort of 
eomt^ons which Andrew had formed ; for he had 
led the conversation often to the subject, and it 
oo^orred to him diat our hero, presuming on his 
old'famiUarity widi the young lady, had perhaps 
too e^eriy obtruded himself on her notice, by 
whieh he had probably offended her pride, espe- 
etalLy as he observed, that when her aunt spdce of 
'his beluiviour in terms of approbation, she some- 
imeB ^cpvessed her astonishment at the means by 
which he had managed to get himself h 
-into sudi fcshionaHe society. 
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tVonv ' an amiftUe : solicitude' to lessen anjr^ pre^ 
judice whleh be thodght adverse to the good opi* 
td&n tkat he himself ent^i^lained of his &vourite, he 
took every oppcrtmiiij of 8pealdj% in the kindest 
manner of .&e affectioira and principles of Andrew ; 
find when Miss Cunningham once happened to say, 
a little petnlantly, '^ I won^r, Mr Taonyhill, 
jvehat make& you think thatl.care to .hear abmt 
«h0 oddity f^ he imldly nehdked ber^ by ohsawing, 
dM'*^ you eftniia^ surdly, Miss Mary, but take a 
pleasfure to hear of the well-doing of a psrish 
bdm^ -Sewere brought up in the innocence of 
ohil^ood together,-^ye hreathed the jsame'puie 
haksome air,-^beeked in the. same 8U|i8hiiie)«<^ 
heard the same bonny . bads in l^e apgruigy— and 
gathered the same summer flD>ra;s,^^a^ things 
which make up the ingrediento' of a eharm that 
the kindly heart would never 'part' with. Its no 
right of you, Miss Maiy, to speak so lighfly of 
Andrew ; lor its my notion he'll be a credit to vs 
a!" yet. Ye see your aimt, Miss Miay, .who is a 
ciost disci<^^ 1^7) thinkS' better of the poor lad- 
die, and I'm sure she has had but sma' reason to 
do so ; for ye canna but mind borw when the Cap- 
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tun, that^s now bedrid, and Andrew, were callants 
at my school, the dreadfii^ damage they did to her 
mournmg, on account of that queer pawkie pyet, 
whilk was in the use and wont of stealing her 
thread-papers.**^ 

^^ Oh,^ replied Mary, laughingly, while a gentle 
blush tinged her neck and bosom, and h^htened 
the bloom of her face, '^ 1^11 never forget it, and 
the sad hand poor Wheelie made with his task of 
fifty psalms till I helped him.'*^ 

** Then,^ said the master, with guileless sim- 
plicity, ^* what for. Miss Mary, do ye so geek at 
the honest lad^s thriving ?^ 

" I don't know why I shouM,*" Was the answer, 
*^ for I'm sure it always gives me pleasure ; but 
my aunt has taken it into her head that he's an- 
other Solomon, and is constantly plaguing me 
about paying him a visit when he's Lord Mayor 
of London. 'Tis surprising to hear what nonsense 
sensible people will sometimes talk» I dare say 
he's a very kind and dutiful grandson, and in time 
he may return among us like the nabobs from In- 
dia, with a heavy purse and a broken constitu- 
tion, and nobody in the parish will be better 

VOL. ii. o 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 



PASTXERSHIP. 



In the meantime, Andrew was the fre^ent 
guest of Lord and Lady Sandyford, who coiitt« 
nued to reside at Chastington-hall ; and in his 
excursioins from London, he generally paid Mor- 
daunt a visit, who always renewed his wish, that 
he would allow him an opportunity to serre him, 
as if the imsatisfied feeling of gratitude was be- 
come uneasy. 

^^ The timers coming,^ he would as often tsplj ; 
^^ and whenever Fm of a legal capacity to filter 
into business on my own account. III then mAe 
bold to beg the help of your friendship.'" 

The Earl and Countess ma^ no professioiu 
They took up his interests more earnestly ; for, 
ascribing their mutual happiness entirely to his 
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fearless and free integiity, they studied the means 
of promoting his fortune, as a more worthy and 
delicate return than the sordid offerings of pecu- 
niary generosity^u 

But a sudden event brought into play and ac- 
tion all the favourable dispositions of the friend- 
ships he had formed. Old Jack Docquet, Solici- 
tor to the Marquis of Avonside, expired, as his 
Lordship had anticipated^ of apoplexy ; and with 
that punctual respect to his promise, which con- 
stituted <me of the most honourable traits in that 
noUeman^s character, our hero was informed by 
ex^nress of the occurrence; and that his Lord- 
ship^s manifold and complicated affi^rs await^ 
his acceptance^ 
• The habit of drolling with his higher acquaint- 
ance made Andrew often indulge himself in the 
same humour with his master ; and accordingly, 
an going to chambers on the morning in which he 
. received this important information, he asked per- 
mission to visit his friends at Chastington-hall, 
: and Mr Mordaunt ; at the same time requesting 
the advance of a small smn to accotmt, for the 
expences ^ his journey. 
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As Vellum was wriling out the cheqire, An- 
drew sfdd, ** Pra thinking, sir, that majrbe it 
would be as weel, providing you w^e agreeable^ 
that we should gang into partnei*ship thegfther.*** 

The Solicitor paused, as if he had been smit- 
ten with a sudden judgment, as Andrew hhnself 
described it ; and said, " What did you 6«iy, Mr 
WyKe?'* -^'.■ 

" I was saying,^ resumed Andrew, •* that inay 
be it might be as well^ if you would tak me Mto 
partnership.* 

" Partnei^ship !* exclaimed the Solicitor; ** why 
you know nothing ofbusiness. Yoil have adqtdred 
neither the requisite knowledge of the forms, or 
the substantials of the law.** 

" I didna say any thing about them. I only 
thought that if you would take me in for a part- 
ner, some good ln%ht come out o^t.*** 

c 

Mr Vellum remembered in what wj^^IioSt 
Sandyford had saddled him with seven huhdted 
and fifty pounds a-year, and did not miliih Hke 
this proposition, on the eve of a visit to his Lord- 
ship. He, however, replied, in a calm and rea- 
sonable manner, " In course of time, Wylie, you 
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may perhaps have reason to es^pect mi interest 
alotE^ with me ; but at present you must be senr- 
sible that you are still too young.*^ 

• ** Mr Pitt,^ replied Andrew, '^ wasna muckle 
older than me, when he was made minister of 
/Great Britain, France, and Ireland.*^ 

' *^ You do not surely compare yourself with Mr 
Pitt ?^ exclaimed YdEium^ petrified at the ranarL 
. ** O dear, no T answ^^d Andrew ; " I had 
nae sic thought. He was minister of three kmg« 
doms ; but I^m only wanting a bit share or por- 
tion in your business. There^s an unco diSesxmee 
between it and tln'ee kingdoms, Mr Vellum.'*' 

The Solicitor did not well know what answer 
to make to this. He was chilled to think with 
what pertinacity Andrew adhered to his proposal ; 
and, 8<Nnewhat eagerly, said, '^ Pniy, Mr Wylie^ 
haa any body suggested this notion to you ? I am 
surprised how it could be supposed you were quu* 
Ufied already to take a part ^^ principal in my 
business.^ 

" 111. be vera plain wi' you,^ replied Andrew ; 
^.^ just as plain md as pleasant, as ye are wi^ me. 
Nobody said any thing to me on the subject, nor 
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clid I a&k the advice of any body ; but I thought 
ye were yoursel by this time sensible o' the weight 
of my interest.'*' 

" I have had reason,^ retorted VeUum, in an 
acute tone, " to know that weighty" 

" I thought so," replied our hero coolly ; " and 
I l^ought likewise you would consider^;. I would 
therefore be vera glad, if ye would gie me a shprt 
answer, .as.to whether ye will be content with me 
w$ a partner, or no ?^ 

** Some time hence, Mr Wylie, I think the 
question may be put with more propriety. At 
present you must be well aware, that you are not 
ripe for what you propose.'' 

^^ I^ no presuming to say that I am ; but, Mr 
Vellum, a man wi' mon^ in his purse can com- 
mand talents and learning, though he hae neither 
himsel. There are plenty of well learued able 
yoimg men, and some auld ban's too, in our pro- 
fession, whose help I can get wi' thankfiilness— 
they being without friends.'* 

This was a touch of policy beyond the utmost 
conceptions of Vellum ; and he said, in an accent 
of evident alarm, ^^ You seem to presume on the 
partiality which Lord Sandyford has shewn you." 



l* 
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" No,^ replied our hero> drily, " But I do not 
see what that has to do with our present discourse 
-—which was to know, if you would take me into 
partnership ?"" 

" Truly, Mr Wylie,^** answered the Solicitos^ 
moderating his manner, ^^ you could. scarcely ex« 
pect an immediate answer to such a proposition."^ 

^^ I wasna expecting ^n immediate answer. Far 
be it frae me, Mr Vellum, to put you into ony 
disorder or agitation on the subject ; for if I get 
a favourable waft o** your good will, I can bide a 
we^ for an answer, as to the amount of the shar« 
that ye're willing to, give me.'" 

Vellum, while he hit his lips with vexation,, 
could not re&ain from smiling. at this ; and said, 
with his wonted worldly ofip-hand good humour, 
" WeU, well^ I see how it is, Wylie ;. we are to 
be partners,^ and I don't think we shall quarrel 
about the terms.*^ 

" I dinna thint so either^" replied Andrew; 
^^ and as an earnest that I wasna coming all as a 
cess upon you, a' wi' the rake and nq wi** the 
showel^ I hae some reason to think that I can wyso^ 
you the business of Sir Thomas Beauchamp and 

0% 
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Mr Mordaiint, the whilk will help to make the 
pot boil between us. And the Marquis oi Avon- 
side has this morning sent me word, that old Mr 
Docquet, his solicitor, has departed this life, and 
that his Lordship^s concerns, which were in his 
hands, are welcome to my acceptance.*^ 

Vellum laughed, and said, ^^ And so with all 

« 

this in store, you have been slyly feeling my 
pulse. Upon my conscience, Wylie, if you are 
not the most unfathomable being I ever knew. 
However, to shew you that I duly appreciate the 
importance of the clients that you are likely to 
bring to us, I will admit you at once to a half of 
our mutual business, and the partnership shall b^ 
dated from this day.^ 

** A bargain be't,'' cried Andrew, gaily ; add- 
ing, " And ye may depend on\ Mr Vellum, that 
the horse that brings grist to the mill is as useful 
as the water that ca^s the wheel. TH no trouble 
you with ony interference in the professional part? 
of the business ; but Til ettle my best to gather 
wark for your head and hands.*^ 

In this way the footing of Andrew was esta- 
blished in the world ; and Vellum, with his cha- 
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racteristic prompidtude, then said, ^' A number of 
firiends mud cli^ts are to dine with me to-day at 
Sandyford-house, and you must be of the party, 
when I will announce the connection that has been 
formed, and which, I doubt not, will redound to 
our mutual satisfaction and advantage.'*' 
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CHAPTER XXXVII. 

BCONOMY. 

Ik retuming home to dress for dinner^ our 
hero reflected that it would be no longer respect- 
able in him to continue those parsimonious habits 
which he had hitherto maintained, and that al- 
though it was still prudent to adhere to aa eco- 
nomical system, yet it was not fit he should ean- 
tinue to present to his old friends that appear- 
ance of penury, of which he had not, without ob- 
vious reasons, been accused. Accordingly, he 
determined to sacrifice to the opinion of tlie worid, 
and aware of the character which he possessed 
among his acquaintances, he determined to sur- 
prise them. 

In one of the obscure streets in the neighbour- 
hood of QueenVSquare, where he lodged in Vel- 



lum'*s private residence, be If ad noticed a bill in the 
window of a large bouse, wbu;b bad evidently 
been the abode, at one time, of some eminent 
and opulent character, and in going to Sandyford^ 
house to dinner, he walked to examine the ne« 
glected premises. 

He found the mansion, without being exactly 
pldrfashioned, behind the present taste, but spa* 
dous in the apartments, and richly ornamented. 
It had, in fact, been erected and fitted up by an 
pld baebdor of an eccaitric dispesiriouj and who 
had indulged his peculiar humour in the style 
and decorations. Much of the fiimiture was so 
adapted, both injfimn and place, tothe rooms, 
Ant it partook «f the nature of fixtures, and as 
arery thing was in excdlent oider^ the house was 
ready for the immediate reception of a tenant. 
' Andrew was pleased with the general air of the 
whole, and amused himself with the surprise he 
'wovdd give to his friends j by inviting th»n to sudi 
a. place ; for the terms, both on account ef the 
aituation, and the general singuburity of the edi* 
ficoji were very low, and he det^mined at once to 
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take it. AccorcKngly, he went imn^ediately to 
the house-agent, and settled the business. . 

In his way to Sandyford-house, he called at 
the confectioner^s who supplied the parties of his 
fashionable fiiends, to secure tor him a suitable 
housekeeper and butler. 

** They are to be,'* he said, " the very best of 
theb kind. The woman maun be used to a gen- 
teel economy, but to the style of the best fiimi* 
lies ; and the man is to be a gausy, middle-aged^ 
staid, and orderly carl, who has lived with bache- 
lor gentlemen o^ discretion and prudence. He**!! 
need a bit laddie to help him, but that Fll let him 
choose for himsel ; yeTl be sure, however, that ye 
get me folk that can be trusted, and Fll pay them 
the same wage that is paid in the best houses ; and 
yell lose nae time about this job, for I am to hae 
a party this day^onth at dinner, for the which 
you will mak a' preparation. YeH see that every 
thing is the vera best o' its kind ; in short, Mr 
Cotnfit, as ye say in your advertising accounts of 
my Lady This's ball, and my Lord That's din- 
ner, we maun hae a' the delicacies o' the season. 
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It^s my first dinner, and I would be id&ontit gin it 
was nae past common — ^which it mnst both be in 
the rarity and the goodness. And Fll teO yott an* 
other thing, Mr Comfit — ^l^e dainties of the first and 
second course ye^B serve upon the finest china, with 
a^ the requisite appurtenances, in the best order. 
For we maun' first please the eye> and satisfy the 
mouth, before we play ony pranks ; but in the third 
course, and the desert, ye maun shew your cun- 
ning — ^baith in die viands and the vessels. As 
for the eatables, I saynothing,. let them only be the 
rarest and the best ; but for the vessels, knives 
and forks, &c., yell go through all the curiosify 
and china shops, and pick out the queerest and 
drollest sort of plenishing thafs possible to be 
had. YeTl no buy't, however, for that would be 
needless; but hire it, iet the cost be what it 
may.'* 

These instructions wef^ promised to be cmpe- 
fully fiilfilled ; and we need not add, that ordws 
fbr luxuries, by those who are supposed able to 
pay for them, are never in London stinted in the 
supply. 
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No similar event, in the higher sphere of the 
world of fashion, had, for many years, excited so 
. much speculation, as the idea of our heroes din^ 
nest. The guests invited amounted to twenty-one, 
and the majority were persons of the first rank 
and consideration in the country, actuated, in ge- 
neral, by the curiosity of the thing ; some, how- 
ever, were influenced by the persuasion, that, un- 
der Andrew'^s simplicity and plain exterior, ta- 
lents for business of a high order were concealed, 
and several were interested in the affair, by their 
delight and relish of his curious humour. All 
agreed in one thing, that a dinner from Wylie 
must of itself be something very extraordinary ; 
and that in a street which none of their coachmen 
or servants had ever heard of, it could not fail to 
afford them much amusement, whatever the fare 
might be. A vast deal of talk was the conse- 
quence, and upon comparing notes, it was soon 
discovered, that the party had been selected with ' 
great sagacity ; insomuch, that interest began to 
be made for a place. But our hero was inexora- 
ble ; none but his elderly and most distinguished 
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£ri«[^ and acquaintances were invited, and hi^ 

4 

answers to the younger sprigs of nobility and fa* 
ehion, who were continually boring him for places 
at what they called his benefit, was uniformly the 
same — " Stay till your betters be serv't.*" 

The affair at last amounted to such import* 
ance, that the ladies began to lay themselves out 
£»r invitations, and a solemn representation wa9 
made to him by three duchesses, four marchion- 
esses, five countesses, six viscountesses, and seven 
baronesses, besides the daughters of all orders of 
the nobility, and ladyships of minor degree, with- 
out number. But to them likewise his ansW^ 
was — " Patience, patience^-Ksry a^ at once^ li^- 
dies, and see who will be first serv^.*" This, how- 
ever, had no effect in pacifying them. 

Whenever he made his appearance at any par-- 
ty, up came a flock of matrons,, and their goslings^ 
fljring with their fans in the one hand, and their 
trains in the other, to pester him for invitations 
to his party. Among others, the Dowager Lady 
Clacket was the most perilous and vexatious in 
her importunity { insomuch, that one night at the 
Duchess of Dashingwell's assembly, he took her 
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Ladyship amde, and complained to her in a nu>8t 
dttoonaolate tone, about the plagixe he suffered on 
account of his dinner. . 

^^ Is^t no a hard case, my Leddy,^ said he, 
^^ that I should be driven to my wits-end by the 
women, about this bit chack o^ dinner ? H^yffy 
body but you, my Leddy , just wearies me out o' my 
senses. Noo, this is vera hard, my Ledd^, ftr ye 
ken I hae had for some time a notion o^ gieing a 
ball and supper, whereat yeVe to do the honours 
o^ the- meeting. I wonder how it is that they 
wuma be pacified with that expectation. But am 
resolved, if they fash me ony maur, the deevil be 
Ucket of ball or supper theyll get fraeme^ or. any 
other civility, if I hear, after this night, anoth^ 
word firae them on the subject. Noo, as I oonsi« 
der you, my Leddy, interested in this, ye'^Il no 
blame me, if ye^re a** disappointed ; for whajt I 
would do, if the women would but behave th^- 
selves, would be something, my Leddy, to be 
q[)oken o* when ye'^re dead and gone.^ 

Her Ladyship was won; and the whole fe- 
males of the party were, in the course of a few 
minutes, quieted, and desisted from their imp<»s 
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ttmity, under an «(ssiMnee that Wylie wfl» to 
gire a tcMt incempariaMe ball, and tl»it La^ 
Clackit was to do the matronly bonour^ on dbe 
occasion. Some tboaght tbat Andrew bad not 
made a very good dboiee, but all agreed, tbat 
when it did take place, tbe tbingwotdd be 'ex- 
quisite. 

WUIe thus an nnderplot was working to eflfeo^ 
time ran on, and tbe day and honr cif tbe dinner 
arrived. Carriage after carriage drove isip to the 
darkened front of onr heroes antique manafon ; 
and the moment tbat each successive guest sti^ 
ped into tbe ball, he was smitten with a convifr. 
tion that he bad formed a fidse esrimate of the 
feast. The halt, it is true, bad an air of singUr 
larity in its appearance ; but the footman, who 
gave admittance, was dressed in a remarkably 
handsome, but plain livery, and the general eiBdct 
^ the first impression was strikingly respeetalde 
and genteel. 

On ascending to the drawing-room, some litde 
emotion of wonderment was excited by the style 
of tbe room^ It was splendid, but strange-^the 
ftimiture was in an odd taste, and the oraament& 
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were curious ; but the general effect was good, 
and every one felt that he was in no common 
place. Andrew rec^eiyed bi& guests with his wonted 
sase ; but none of tbjem were half so much sur* 
prised, both at the house and the company, as 
Mr VeUum. 

The admiration of all, however, was the dinner- 
table. Nothing could exceed the elegance, and^ at 
the same time, the simplicity of the first and ser 
cond course. The service was truly beautiful, the 
cookery was delicious, and the wines were incomr 
parable. London had indeed been ransacked for 
them. The whole world could produce no better 
of their kinds ; and a sensation of wonder and asto- 
nishment made the guests look at one another, 
utterly unable to divine by what enchantment 
«uch a palace arid banquet had been raised. 

At the third course, the mirthful knavery of 
their host manifested itself. Such a congregation 
of ancient and grotesque china had never been 
assembled on one board together ; and peals of 
laughter broke forth as each new curiosity was set 
down. 

** Ay,^ sidd our hero, enjoying their amuse- 
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taent, ** ye ken I Itaena dishes enew o^ ae sort 
to serve you a^ through alike ; so I thought that 
I would make up, according to my ain taate, 
something just as fine and genteel as could well be ; 
and ye see here such a show, as I am sure the' 
Prince of Wales himsel, wi** aU his fee-fa-fums, 
canna match.*^ 

But the third course was only the morning-star 
to the sun of the desert. The pagodas of India, 
and the temples of China and Japan, and the pro^ 
duce of all climates, seemed to have been laid un- 
der contribution. In a word, the house, the treat,] 
the wines, and the master, were pronounced unpa- 
ralleled ; but the gusto which pervaded all, was the 
most racy thing in the whole concern ; and the de- 
scription excited an inordinate expectation among 
the ladies respecting the ball and supper. It was 
agreed among them that it ought to be a fancy- 
Jbi^, and Lady Clackit was authorised to represent 
the wishes of the community of fashion on the sub- 
ject. ' 

** Me gie a fancy-ball, Leddy Clackit T was 
the exclamation. ^^ Do you think I hae lost my 
judgment ? What would the neighbours say of a 

15 
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£uiGy*ball, and fii&.like masquer^diii^, in my sobei: 
9ad Biethodiciil house P^r—No, no, mj Leddy— f 
n«e «jic flagmen m" me. I just mean to gie a 
d«aeiit danoe to fifteen lads and fifteen lassies— *a 
i^^goodxuim))er.foraeQimtry-daAce4 andtbere^'^ 
a.tiliiidfidd}erin our neighbourhoc^ t^at has pro*- 
mised to come for half-ar^rovn, bread and cheese^ 
and a 4ham ; and TU gie you penny-pyes, eggs^ 
and s<roqg ale, when ye^re weary wi** dancing to hi^ 
4|ning8.^-^But a fiuicy-ball 1 — ^Na, na^ my Leddy i 
unless ye can fancy the ball like what I hae tolj[. 
you jQ£f the soirow o^ a ball shall be in my house.^ 
. ^^ y<ou cannot he in eame^"^ cried her Lady^t 
s^. ^^ You could neyer expect me to take a piiirt 
in sucb a ho^ of a thii^ as .that i^'' 

^^Thenyif ye wimia do\ I aspire yon nae baU 
or Slipper shall be given by me ; and so I leave yoii 
to s€{ttleH wi' your kimmers and <xoiues the beat 
manner you can."" 

" Mr Wyli^, you have used me very ill,'* said 
her Ladyship, walking away in a hufi^, to declaim 
agaiiist t^ shabby avaricious wretch, as she caUedt 
him. 

But some of die more knowing matrons were 
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not taken in by her xefoH ; especially Ins old 
fijend the Duchess of Dashingwell, who went to 
him immediately, and proposed herself as the 
matron, Lady Clackit haying resigned. In this 
our hero was ftirly matched by the iromen^ for he 
never had intended to give any entertainmemt at 
all i and the whole, from first to ]§st, was bat a 
stratagem to be released from their importunities. 
The o£fer of the Duchess of Dashingwell, howeyer, 
was an honour of which he knew the fiiH value, 
sad did not for a nf oment hesitate. 

^* Your Grace,'" said he, ^^ kens the conditions.; 
and that my house is no used to the servitude of 
balls and routs ; but if you will hae a gathering 
inH, I'^m sure it wouldna become me to refuse. 
But my Leddy Duchess, 111 just hae the fiddler' 
that frightened that weak woman, Leddy Claddt, 
and the penny-pyes, the eggs, and the strong ale— - 
that's what yeTl get." 

' " Oh, it will be delightful r exclaimed her 
Grace ; " it will be the most unique thing ever 
heard o£ I wouldn't for aU the balls and routes 
of the season, lose such a treat. Do, pray, fix 
at once about it r 
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*' That I leave to your Grace^s convenience,^ 
said Andrew ; *^ since ye will hae sic daf&n, ye 
maun time't yoursel, I leave a^ the invitations 
to you — only the number maun be limited to iif« 
teen couple, — ^in the first instance.*^ 

The Duchess flew about the room, delighted 
with her commission ; and every one was anxiout 
to be placed on her list ; so that when the ball 
did take place, it was quite as extraordinary of 
its kind as the dinner. For Andrew, on consent^ 
ing to enkrge the number of the invitations, re. 
stricted the selection to the gayest and most beau«. 
tifol of all her Grace^s acquaintances. 
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